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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrez, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY'S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery. is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “ RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hessuxn Quay. Offices: Broap CHarze, NEw- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE, Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO0., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS., 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufsvtured. 


1862, 





CLASSES X, x AND XXXI. 





CLass X.—‘ For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
cieney of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 

Crass XXXI.—“ For superiority of construction and 
workmanship,” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Parts. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has ee mat, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even , and ite consumpt greatly lessened. Wax 
candles and oi] lamps in a are being rapidly 
superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 

Information as to the apparatus. fluids, &c., may be 
had of Gro. GLoveR and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
and Co., Hackney Wick ,N.E. 

















-CLAY RETORTS. | 
J OSzEra COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for‘*Gas | 
ReTorts and OTHER OBJECTs in Fire-CLay,’’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL | 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas | 


Rerorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatity.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts . 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

WEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay SiIpB, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


"FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 





jou RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, 8tocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 





| Manufacture of CLA 





MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for | 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. | 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNB. 

ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 


| tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 


has rebuiltand —— his extensive premises for the 
RETORTS; and thatheis now 

prepared to execute thelargest orders with ya 

and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 

of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 

Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 

and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & Co., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON, 


‘ 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannéls are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 
The } ry per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


AYESHIEE CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 Ibs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices and other information, apply to Mr. Joun 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 





OCHORE CANNEL COAL.—This 

Coal yields 11,860 cubic feet of gas and 1084 Ibs. 

of Coke per ton. The illuminating power of the gas 

is 31} standard candles. Shipping ports, Burntisland 
and Leath. 

For —_ and prices apply to Mr. Roperr Mar- 

SHALL, Lochore Colliery Office, 38, Commercial Strect, 

LeirH. 





WANTED, by the Skipton Gas Com- 
pany, TENDERS, accompanied with plan and 
specification, fora TELESCOPE GASHOLDER; size 
60 ft. in diameter, aud the two lifts to be 40 ft. deep, 
the tender to embrace pillars and all necessary fittings 
complete. Also Tender for Brick Tank to receive 
above holder, to be panied with specificati 
Tenders, too, are invited for an Iron Tank, with speci- 
fication; plates not less than three-quarters of an inch 
in thickness. Tenders to include material and labour, 
except the excavating and puddling. 

Sealed tenders to be addressed to the Chairman of 





| the Board of Directors, and sent to the Secretary 


not later than Thursday, the 30th inst. 
Samuew Farey, Secretary. 
Skipton, Jan. 18, 1868. 





THE 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


&@ Sole Makers of ‘‘HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—-Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 








THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 


**tnquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now im use.” 











MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and 


















Gad VdSMAN 


























—_— 





38 


Will be ready in a few days, price 21s., bound in cloth, 
lettered, 
THE SIXTEENTH VOLUME 
, OF THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 
A Few Copies of Vols. IT. to XV. are still on Sale. 








London: Witt1am B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Srreer, E.C. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
cloth, lettered, 

A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 
With the Discussion upon the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 

Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL & CHARTERED COMPANIES. 


A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
between the 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY 
an 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ,, 


Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. 














London: W1Ltt1AM B. KING, 11, Bolt Court, FLEgT 
Street, E.C. 


METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 3s. 6d., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 

Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 
results of the 
METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 
mittee to the House. 





London: Witu1AM B, Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Srreet, E.C. 





Just published, price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
A COURSE OF LECTURES ON 


COAL GAS, 
Delivered in March, 1867, at the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. 
By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S. 





Price 1s., by post ls. ld., 
ON THE 
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, 
By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S, 





Price 1s. 6d., by post 1s. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 


Professor of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in 
Queen’s College, Birmingham. 





Price 1s. each, by post Is, 1d., 
Proceedings in the present Session of Parliament on the 


CAMBRIDGE {GAs BILL, 
GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMOND GAS BILLS, 





Price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER BILLS. 





Price 8d. each, or 6s. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Lonpon: Wittram B, Krxa, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C, 








NINTH THOUSAND.) 
AGRICULTURAL VALUE 
oF 


~REFUSE GAS LIME. 
. BY PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Profemen ge Chemistry to the Royal Agricultural 
is) “ie > (Society of England. “ 
‘e Price | Oseiper 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 

+ Wityam B. K1na, 11, Bolt Court, FLazT 
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REDUCED PRICES OF 


BRYAN DONKIN & 00’8 
TnaivirR wenaueiteox PINION 





WITH W 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. &, to 12s. ot, inch diameter 
List of prices, with dimensions of ‘all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made w ih Outside Racks'to order. ‘Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Me ‘aces. ’ ? 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 

45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; ° 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 

LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
Made from ‘‘REGIsTERED’’ DgsiGNs), with Glass BRANOoHES, &c.; suitable 
r DRAWING-ROOMS and BaLt-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 


a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
Gaearans. CoNcERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATS 


ON THE LowEsTt TERMS. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVEBNOBS, &e. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in genéral and increasing use, and references can be given to 


Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


MATHER AND. PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &c. They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their IMPROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 
Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides, 























4 
CAST-IRON SLUICE-VALVES, 


CAST-IRON STEAM-VALVES, 
With Gun-Metal Facings. 


GUN-METAL TAPS, With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings 








Bore, Price. ore. Price, Bore. Price. 
~ Praenee. &£ &. 2inches . . . 6 2 inches - £110 0 
o i-« ¢ 24° 2322 3 ss is. 2 117 6 a & 250 

ow «ss 6 - 060 - oe : . 215 0 4 » é 30 0 

ts apg - 09 8 6 S wes ° ° 315 0 ode ‘> 316 0 

- - 2a s - o « 68 © - a . 4140 

a 014 0 7» ° : 600  £. ; 2 SUS 

| ee e . 018 0 8 . 75 0 8 5, ° e 616 0 

me © £6 s 126 9 » 815 0 2 © ore 8 00 

- 3 é 1010 0 4 ; 960 
= 6 12 5 0 -— . 10 14 ¢ 
12 1400 3 ° 12 40 


” ° 
Prices and particulars of all other forms and sizes can be had on application. 








PAYTON’S CYCLOIDAL METER 


FOR MEASURING LIQUIDS. 


Secured by Royal Letters Patent. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


THE LIQUID METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED). 
A. A. CROLL, GEORGE RAIT, 
Chairman, Managing Director, 


238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


The Liquid Meter Company respectfully solicit the attention 
of Water Companies, Builders, and others to the above efficient 
high-pressure Meter. 

From extensive experiments which have been inade with these 
Meters to test the accuracy of their measurement, they are 
found to be invariable in their indications under all conditions 
of velocity and pressure, and they are capable of discharging, 
without reduction of head, a larger quantity of liquid in pro-|. 
portion to their size than any other description of Meter. 

For further particulars, address— 


GEORGE RAIT, 2388, Kingsland Road, London, N.E. 
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PARIS EXHIBITION, Zoe 
1867. ) 


HONOURABLE MENTION. 





GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 
STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 


EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


N.B.—The flanges of the plates for the Square Station-Meters are planed so as to ensure perfect 
jointe—guaranteed not to leak. 





WARNER’S 


NEW PATENT 


QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE or GAS VALVE. 


It will be seen, by reference to the drawing, that by this simple method a clear 
water-way is obtained, the disc being drawn by the screw or worm entirely out of 
the way; thus all the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are cbtained at much 
less cost, and the liability to set fast and get out of order entirely obviated. They 
are adapted for all purposes for hot or cold water, and equally suited for high or low 
pressure; and in case of need of repair, a new valve-seat can be applied without re- 
moving the body or case of the valve, 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic Machinery, High or Low 
erereees Cocks, Water Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general Plumbers’ 

rass work, can be obtained upon application to 


JOHN WARNER & SONS, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, 
(Brass and Bell Founders to Her Majesty,) 
HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS. 


SCHOLL’S 
PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


‘* The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of 
JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET, 


LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 




















Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 








CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. 


SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 
CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Tron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 
8. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 

















PROVIDENCE TRON-WORKES, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 
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Just Published, price 6d. each, 4s. per dozen, 
or 25s. per 100, 
PUBLIC LAMP ARBITRATION 
AT GRAVESEND. 
A REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
In the above important case. 
London: Witt1am B. Krxe, 11, Bolt Court, Freez 
Srrezt, E.C. 





RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING, 
Just Published, Feap. 8vo., pp.71, sewed, price 6d., 


AvvAN TAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 


A Hanpy Book For Gas ConsuMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO. 
By J. O. N; RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 196th thousand. 
LonpDon: 
Virtue Brotruers anp Co., 26, Ivy LANE, PaTER- 
NosTER Row, and all Booksellers. 1866. 
For distribution by gas companies, the price is 
£12 12s. per 1000 copies, and £1 10s. per 100. 





Crown 16mo, pp. 20, 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Its Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND Economy. 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 55th thousand, 

Price—1000 copies, £3 103.; 50€ copies, £1 17s. 6d., 
any smaller number at 8s, 6d. per 100. 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 

All orders and inquiries for the last-mentioned 
edition to be addressed to the AuTHOR, Black Rock, 
BRIGHTON, 





KXIDE OF IROYM, 

We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 

HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 

FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 

GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 

AND 





JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


A UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, Gas 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 

Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east 
coast. Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 

Price and other particulars may be learned by 
addressing 

JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas Coat WorKs, 
LESMAHAGO, 


((451: IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; withevery 
description of goods in use by Gas- Works, in stock,on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 


TEARS BROTHERS & (C0, 
Gas Engineers and Contractors, 
8, GEORGE STREET, HULL, 
AND 
73, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


Contractors for Gas-Works of any size at home or 
abroad. Copy of testimonials from numerous Gas 
Companies can be had on application. 











"STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, ¥, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns, 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs, 

Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 


naces, &c. 
Shipments on the shortest notice. 
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THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF 
1867. 





SILVER MEDAL. 


THOMAS GLOVER, 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON, 


HAS BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE’ IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &o. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Established 1816. 


























PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“ It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 A ond eent. oe 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pi 


ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is rev rsed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of den it. The 
fact of the improvement having com adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson = Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 


venience it is Selgned to meet.”—JourNAL oF Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P, and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the Lendon Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir. 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS. PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1868, 


Potes upon Passing Events, 


Tue special meeting of the shareholders of the Midland Rail- 
way, on the 15th inst., was a sign of the times—we mean the 
railway times. Formerly there were only two states of feeling | 
as regarded a railway Board—either the blindest confidence was | 
placed in the directors, or entire want of confidence in every- 
body connected with a Board which had made any mistakes. In 
the time of the reigns of King Hudson and the Autocrat Brunel 
more than one Cassandra-like master of figures and dissector 
of balance-sheets arose, and tried to show the shareholders in| 
public meetings that their Boards were treading the path| 
leading to the destruction of capital and income. But they, 
were hooted down; and, in later days, any one who ventured | 
to suggest that the Brighton Board was not paying dividends | 
out of earnings had not a chance of a calm hearing. For a) 
specimen of total want of confidence, panics, and their result, | 
we have only to turn to the history of the Great Eastern, now | 
arrived at last, it is to be hoped, in smooth if not profitable| 
waters, under the stern hand of a chairman who loves work, | 
has no other business to distract his attention, and will stand | 
no nonsense. The Midland, which was carried to the highest | 
pitch of artificial prosperity under George Hudson, which fell' 
with him to the lowest depth of despair when it was dis-| 
covered that guaranteeing 10 per cent. did not mean earning! 
10 per cent., and which afterwards long suffered under the 
competition of the rival line from London to Yorkshire, in the | 
end surmounted all its difficulties and became prosperous by | 
the development of the local traffic of rich manufacturing | 
districts. The time came when the board thought that they | 
should no longer be dependent on two other lines for access to | 
London. The Houses of Parliament took the same view, and | 
the Act creating another great metropolitan terminus was| 
obtained without difficulty; but before the needful works were | 
completed, the directors found that their financial calculations | 
were out by about four millions—a trifle in the old days of 
unlimited Joans and bap-hazard preference stock, but now, 
however, shareholders are sensitive and even suspicious. The 
Midland directors adopted the wise course. They did not wait 
for an opposition to be organized, but took the bull by the horns 
at the first cry of alarm, and called the shareholders to meet 
them and confer and debate. The result has done credit to their 
sagacity. Their hands have been strengthened both in the direc- 
tion of economy and of wise expenditure. This fine property 
will not be torn to pieces by intestine broils. It is not a small 
thing to call fifteen thousand shareholders together by circular, 
and yet avoid much unfair use being made of the accounts 
furnished as information. From the chairman’s speech some | 
important facts were gathered. It is proposed to raise three | 
and three-quarter millions by shares and one and a quarter| 
million on mortgage. A large excess over the original esti- 
mates has been occasioned by the increase in the value of 
property near London between 1861 and 1865, and still more 
by the necessity of providing for a much greater traffic than 
had been originally estimated. It seems that the receipts from 
passenger traffic on the Midland have risen from £32,800, in 
1858, to £290,000 in 1867. At present the Midland brings 
very little coal to London, although the London and North- 
Western brings a million and a quarter tons, and the Great 
Northern over a million. One large source of expenditure 
would be in providing, in the most convenient manner, for the 
expected coal traffic. The area of the St. Pancras station was 
only-two acres in the original plan ; it has been increased to four 
and a half acres. It was to be on a solid embankment of soil, 
filling up 15 feet of depth between the level of the line and the 
Euston Road in an economical manner; but the directors have 
decided, looking at the value of the land, to arch over the 
whole space and use the ground beneath for storage for coals, 
for ale, for grain, and other kinds of heavy goods and mer- 
chandise. So far the chairman was supported in his statement 
with considerable approbation, but when he came to mention 
a first-class hotel—one of the triumphs of Gilbert Scott’s art 
—as another cause for increasing the capital of the company, 
he was met with a storm of disapprobation which he found it 
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impossible to appease. This is really funny, and yet quite 
natural on the part of the excited and alarmed shareholders. 
On the one hand, it is true that the instances must be exceed- 
ingly rare in which a passenger’s choice of a railway will be 
influenced by the existence or the non-existence of an hotel. 
At any rate, it is certain that if a railway company does not 
provide an hotel inside the station, private enterprise will 
soon build several outside. But the comic side of this Mid- 
land question is that they have to find nearly five millions, and 
an hotel would cost, perhaps, thirty thousand pounds—at most 
fifty thousand pounds—a sum so small in comparison with the 
inevitable cost of the station and capital of the line, that the 
question must arise in the end whether they will “spoil the 
“ broth for a halfpennyworth of salt.” The strain at this gnat 
will, perhaps, end in a bargain with some spirited contractors 
like Spiers and Pond, to allow them to fit and furnish the bare 
walls and roof of acorner of the station with a dormitory 
hotel. As a rule, the architecture of the public rooms of station 
hotels is detestable. The convenience of the hurried public 
who desire to snatch hasty meals is not studied; light and 
space are sacrificed to pillars, alcoves, and decorations. Why 
will not great architects condescend, before planning a dining- 
room, to consult the steward of a club or the keeper of some 
great restaurant. A proposal to establish a storeage depart- 
ment of 130 acres at Hendon was better received. The land 
purchased at Bedford has been increased in quantity from 300 
to 700 acres. The substitution of steel for iron rails on the 
part of the line where the heaviest traffic is expected was an 
experiment to the cost of which no one seemed to object. 
Finally, the shareholders and the Board agreed that every 
work should be abandoned that was not sure to pay; that all 
work that. could, without injury to the company, should be 
postponed; and that a consulting committee should be ap- 
pointed. So the meeting ended amicably, having set an 
example to other companies in a similar case of doubt or 
difficulty. Mr. Baines, who took a leading part in the dis- 
cussion, seems to be divided between his interest as a share- 
holder and his character as a philanthropist and patriot. He 
recommended “a good understanding with the London and 
“ North-Western in order to avoid ruinous competition for 
“the Scotch traffic;” but he went on to say that he “ was 
“opposed to a confederation of railway companies, fearing 
“ that it was likely to lead to a practical monopoly,” but he 
“* was in favour of co-operation.” Can any one tell what the 
honourable gentleman means, or does he know himself? If 
rival bakers go into partnership, yet keep two shops, that 
is federation, but if they agree to keep to the same prices, 
that is co-operation—both are just the same to the public. It 
is surprising that a man of Mr, Baines’s public experience and 
ability should indulge in clap-trap about railway monopoly. 
He ought to know that railway competition in fares is impos- 
sible. Fares are regulated, as to maximum, by Act of Parlia- 
ment. The value of railway competition lies entirely in 
increased accommodation, and such terms as Parliament may 
make on granting the rival Acts. 

Professor Fawcett is a true philanthropist; he means no- 
thing but good for the human race in general, and his country 
in particular. He is full of the knowledge of books; of men 
he knows very little, and apparently scarcely anything of such 
practical questions as the history of agriculture. The other 
day he gave a lecture, under the auspices of the Reform League, 
on what he called ‘‘ free trade in land,” his idea of free trade 
being apparently a restriction on the right of the holder of Jand 
to settle or bequeath it to other persons after his death. His 
theory is that the division of land into small farms would very 
much improve the condition of the labouring classes. Cer- 
tainly the condition of our rural labourers in a great many 
counties is not satisfactory. For at least a century they have 
been educated to look on poor-law relief and the charity of the 
squire and the parson as a matter-of-course resource in all bad 
times. It is only within very recent times that it has been pos- 
sible for an agricultural labourer to live and save out of his wages; 
and, now that it is possible in certain counties, the inclination 
is wanting—very naturally wanting—for what can be expected 
of men and women so entirely uneducated as our rural popu- 
lation, without any resources or amusements except eating and 
drinking, and going to church on Sunday. The labourers who 
get half a crown a day are very little better off than those who 
get eighteenpence, as far as savings go. They dress better 
and eat better, and there the advantage ends. The agricultural 
labourer has no sense of independence, because he considers 











that he can always draw on the poor-house, the blanket club, 
the clothing club, and the coal club, without shame. It must 
be admitted that farmers do not like independent labourers. 
Landowners like the late Lord Yarborough, who wish to secure 
to every labourer a good garden and a cow’s grass, find some 
open and great secret opposition amongst farmers. It is, 
however, evident that the facilities of emigration to the colonies 
and to towns will eventually secure to labourers the garden, 
the pig, and the cow’s grass too, in all counties where grass 
is to be had. But, having made these large admissions, we 
must demur to Professor Fawcett’s premises and conclusions, 
without entering at all into the political part of the question. 
Professor Fawcett asserts that the law of primogeniture 
and the existence of entail tend to enhance the price of 
land by limiting the quantity to be sold. As the pos- 
session of large estates gives greater importance in this 
country than the possession of personal property, it is 
a not unfair inference that great landowners pay for position 
as well as profit ; but facts do not fit. In France, where all 
land is compulsorily subdivided, agricultural land is actually 
dearer than in England—dearer and more deeply mortgaged. 
As to the condition of the French peasant proprietor, in the 
northern zones, corresponding to English crops, certainly there 
is nothing to envy, socially, morally, or physically. He lives 
very hard; if our midland and northern county labourers 
would live in the same way, and dressed in the same way— 
feeding on a little vegetable soup, black bread, and onions— 
clothed without stockings, with wooden shoes, and linen 
trousers—they would soon become rich. As for ignorance, 
there is nothing to choose in what the two learn at school. 
Our Englishman has the advantage of the penny newspaper to 
read, or to be read to him—and this is beginning to be an 
important means of education—of letters from emigrant friends) 
and relations in America or Australia, or settled in some of 
our many great towns. The best education the French peasant! 
gets is in the army as a conscript, and that makes him ready) 
to support the Emperor when young ; when a little older he is, 
under the orders of the priest, or the nearest Government} 
functionary. No; the condition of the English agricultural] 
labourer is far from satisfactory, but we have nothing to envy| 
in that of the French peasant proprietor, whose condition will) 
be found more faithfully painted in French novels, such as' 
George Sand’s, and the correspondence of French agricultural | 
journals, than in the speeches of democratic orators. But if a 
division into small freehold farms would be good for the, 
country now, it is fair to ask what would have been the effect | 
if it had been carried out a hundred years ago. We must) 
remember that ours is not a grateful, genial soil, yielding food! 
to rude scratches, or fertilized by the influence of a southern 
sun. Wherever the vine flourishes, there the Jabour of a whole! 
family is profitably available, and small landed proprietors may 
farm with comfort. Where, as in Switzerland, stock can be 
fed on free grass in summer, where rocky boundaries create, 
small farms, there, with the assistance of home manufactures in! 
winter, with close economy, extended education, brisk emigra- 
tion, and a large infiux of foreign visitors money, these peasant 
proprietors thrive—at any rate, live. In many situations they 
are the only possible farmers. Guernsey and Jersey, with their 
fine climate, supply of cheap manure, and easy water carriage 
to unlimited markets, stand in an equally exceptional position. 
But let any one with the least knowledge of agriculture answer 
what would have been the condition of three of the most pro- 
ductive districts of England under the peasant proprietorship 
advocated by Professor Fawcett—West Norfolk, the Lincoln- 
shire Wolds, and the deep sand or stiff clay of Bedford- 
shire. In these districts the reclamation from waste has 
been effected by heavy stocking and lavish manuring, carried 
on by farmers who could wait three years for a first crop, 
and could then afford to send it to market, and live on 
average of years. There cannot be a question that under the 
hand to mouth cultivation of peasant proprietors a great part 
of Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, and Bedfordshire would 
cease to produce surplus food in either meat or grain. Con- 
tinental Europe is indebted to this country for all the im- 
provements in the breed of meat-producing live stock, for the 





use of artificial manures, for deep drainage and steam cul-,~ 


tivation—all improvements originated in great cultivation under 
the security of the tenure of entails, and impossible under a wide 
extent of peasant proprietorship. One reason why we find so 





few small farms in this country is not from absence of free 
trade in land, for there is always plenty of land to sell as 
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cheap as in France, but because other pursuits offer much 
greater attractions to the frugal and enterprising amongst 
our peasantry. Devonshire, the county of small farms, is also 
the county of the most ignorant and the worst paid labourers. 
Like master, like man. It is curious that while we are cutting 
off women and children from field labour, the friends of the 
working man are calling out for their little garden farms, 
which can only exist by the hard work, day and night, of 
women and children. We look for the improvement of 
our agricultural population in better wages, better cot- 
tages, better education, and the extension to villages of 
co-operative stores. Land without capital in an English 
climate is the worst possible investment. Belgium, the model 
country of small farms, with a self-drained soil and a race of 
small farmers whose frugality and self-denial are almost miracu- 
lous, is overrun with paupers, and without our markets opened 
by free trade would have been long since overwhelmed by 
pauperism, As it is, England is a bank from which all the 
continental countries draw their agricultural improvements. 
In Prussia large farms are extending, but Prussian peasant 
proprietors make their women and their dogs to work hard, 
even at night. In Australia a special Act was passed to pro- 
tect the dogs of German settlers; the women were left alone. 
Mr. Rawlinson, for a public censor—one ir the habit of 
dealing with those who differ with him in no measured language 
—is remarkably thin skinned. Mr. Rawlinson writes us—“ I 
“‘deny there is any truth in the statement that I have used 
“undue influence at any time in placing Mr. Lawson over 
“other engineers. I am not in any way answerable for the 
“plans of Mr. Lawson, either at Tunbridge Wells or at any 
“place. I have not seen them, or been consulted about them 
“by any person.” Well, we are quite ready to admit that, as 
to the Tunbridge Wells plans, we have made a mistake, for, 
although prepared by Mr. Lawson, they have not yet been 
approved by any official authority, and it will not be until the 
23rd inst. that they will be submitted to one of the two 
assistant inspecting engineers appointed because Mr. Rawlin- 
son, the engineer-in-chief of the Health Department, has re- 
cently been occupied in his duties as Royal Commissioner on 
the Purification of Rivers. But it is not at all extraordinary 
that we should have fallen into this mistake, for which we now 
apologize, considering that in the report of the committee of 
the Tunbridge Wells Local Board of Health, made on the 13th 
of August, 1867, we find these words—“ A report thereon was 
“presented to the Board requesting authority to enable the 
“committee to obtain the opinion of one of the most eminent 
“‘ engineers of the day on the whole question. This report 
* having been adopted by the committee, on the recommendation 
“of Mr. Rawlinson, chairman of the Royal Commission for the 
“* Purification of Rivers, we at once engaged the services of Mr. 
“* Lawson!” We have not the least doubt that Mr. Lawson 
is a very respectable man in his way, and an engineer of aver- 
age ability, but he certainly is not “‘ one of the most eminent 
“engineers of the day,” and he certainly is carrying out 
“health works” in four or five and twenty towns, in some 
of which he has been preferred to Mr. Bazalgette and Mr. 
Haywood. Of course it may be only a curious coincidence, 
but it is so curious that every engineer of the Institute knows 
that it would be a waste of time to compete with plans for 
sewerage works to be approved by the official Health Depart- 





{ment, if Mr. Lawson was going to be one of the competitors. 


We do not suppose that Mr. Rawlinson now takes the trouble 
to look over the details of plans; he approves beforehand of 
those of his late assistant, Mr. Lawson, and recommends him, as 
he has a perfect right to do. As to the Tunbridge Wells case, 
the Local Board of Health have published the following very 
temperate report, which shows that Mr. Goldsmid has only 


Jasserted his legal rights, but in so doing has acted very harshly, 


and as if he had some personal spite against either the town 
or the Local Board or the Board’s chairman. 


The proceedings in this matter commenced three years ago with a letter 
from the late Mr. Frederick David Goldsmid, dated the 16th of August, 
1864, directed to the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Commissioners, com- 
plaining that it had recently come to his knowledge that the commissionere, 
in the prosecution of their rainage works, had caused a considerable portion 
of the sewage of the town to be discharged into the Calverley Brook, which 
passed through the Somerhill Estate for nearly two miles, and into his Jake 
in Somerhill Park, by which discharge of sewage matter the brook and lake 
bad become very foul and impure, unwholesome for cattle, and dangerous to 
health. It stated that unless the commissioners abated this nuisance he 
should take measures to compel them go to do. The commisioners, in reply, 
expressed their regret tbat he had suffered inconvenience from the condition 
of the brook, and stated if anything offensive existed it arose probably from 
the extreme dryness of the season, that they had bad no complaint of the 
kind before, that they had made no alteration in the sewer’s outfall, and 
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that the drainage of a certain portion of the town had flowed into that brook 
from time immemorial. 

A week after a letter was received from Mr. Goldsmid, dated October 7, 
1864, in which he denied that the foulness of ths brook had arisen from the 
dryness of the season, and that the commissioners had made no alteration in 
the outfall of the drainage. He admitted that probably an inappreciable 
amount of impurity had long flowed into the brook as the natural drain of 


the district, but that the commissioners had converted it into a sewer, and |’ 


that the foulness would go on increasing with the growth of new buildings. 
He further charged them with appropriating to the use of the town the 
water of certain springs which formerly supplied the brook with the greatest 
part of its water. This was an allusion to the Calverley Water- Works, 
established by the late Mr. Ward more that 25 years ago, and for which 
compensation was paid to all maintaining any legal claim. He concluded in 
these words :—‘ I must beg leave to add that I had expected that the com- 
missioners of Tunbridge Wells, while they have been actuated by a desire to 
preserve and promote the health of their town and its vicinity, would have 
felt it incumbent upon them, as soon, at least, as their attention had been 
called to a state of things so prejudicial in every way to the health and well- 
being of a more distant locality produced by their operations, to take steps to 
mitigate the evil, and which I am advised it would be quite competent for 
them to do under their existing powers, instead of referring me to the un- 
certainty of future legislation for that object, in which I cannot acquiesce, 
since by = so I feel I should be wanting in duty to myself and to my 
family, as well as to my tenants and my neighbours.” 

In reply, the commissioners asked Mr. Goldsmid to point out what steps 
they were to take “‘ to mitigate the evil.”” In a very short letter, dated the 
4th of October, 1864, he said that was a question for the commissioners, and 
not for him; he only required to have the nuisance removed. The next com- 
munication from Mr. Goldsmid was a copy of the bill filed in Chancery, 
November the 14th, against the commissioners, accompanied with a notice that 
the court would be at once moved to restrain by injunction the commissioners 
from causing or permitting the sewage, &c., draining from the town of Tun- 
bridge Wells to be discharged into the Calverley Brook, or to pollute the water 
of the plaintiff's lake in Somerhill Park, By the dates given it will be seen 
that within three months from the receipt of his first letter of complaint—as 
soon, in fact, as the practice of the courts of law would permit—Mr. Goldsmid 
commenced the most active legal proceedings against the commissioners, 
which plainly appears to have been his intention from the beginning. 

When the commissioners asked very naturally what steps he could suggest 
to them “to mitigate the evil,” he suggested nothing; his answer was 
immediate legal proceedings. It would be most unjust to cast any blame upon 
the commissioners; their only remedy was to recur to the cesspools and 
privies they had abandoned, and that the law forbade. To quote a passage 
from Mr. Goldsmid’s letter of the 7th of October, 1864, which we have 
italicized, the commissioners, ‘‘ actuated by a desire to preserve and promote 
the health of their town and its vicinity,” had adopted the Health of Towns 
Act, and this was one of the fruits of their cleanliness. 

Proceedings of this kind took.the commissioners by surprise. For some 
years past complaints had been made that the High Rocks Brook was, at 
times, very offensive; but to the farmer the sewage had always been a source 
of great profit. At certain distances down the brook, extending even into 
the Groombridge valley, temporary reservoirs were formed in which the 
heavier sewage matter was collected, and by its use much of the poor land of 
that district was brought into a high state of cultivation. No complaints 
whatever had come from the north. The inference might be drawn that the 
landowners there, through whose property the Calverley Brook passed, 
looked upon our sewage as a fortunate present. Mr. Smith, the owner of 
Great Lodge Estate, had constructed at some expense irrigation works, and 
it was well known that he had achieved a great success in applying the 
diverted sewage to his otherwise not very productive land. Beyond Great 
Lodge there is a water-mill which is supplied by three large and deep ponds 
communicating one with another, and into which the brook flows; neither 
by landlord nor by tenant of this mill had any complaint been made, 
and the ponds were found full of fish. It is after passing this mill, with the 
exception, perhaps, of a single field about a mile from the sewer’s outfall, 
that the brook first enters Mr. Goldsmid’s estate, and the lake in Somerhill 
Park is a mile and a half, at least, further down the stream. 

The commissioners might well feel surprised at a blow coming from Mr. 
Goldsmid, and reasonably doubt if he had any real ground of complaint. 
Indeed, it was not attempted to be shown at the hearing in the Rolls Court, 
or on the appeal to the Lords Justices, that: a single human being or brute 
animal had been injured by the sewage matter said to be in the waters of the 
lake in Somerhill Park, or in such part of the Calverley Brook as flowed 
through that estate. 

The decision of the Lords Justices seems to have been based on no such 
assumption; whilst assuming, as proved, that a certain amount of soivent 
sewage matter had found its way there, they appear to have considered rather 
the future condition of the brook and lake from the growth of a town like 
Tunbridge Wells, in dismissing the appeal, than its present condition. 

At a meeting of the Paving and Drainage Committee, held on the 19th of 
November, 1864, it was resolved that Messrs. Halse, Trustram, and Birt, and 
Mr. W. C. Cripps, be engaged as the solicitors in the case of Goldsmid v. the 
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Commissioners. ‘ : 

In July last, Mr. Goldsmid again applied to the court. With no evidence 
before him that the evils complained of had become alarming, in language 
that certainly does not display any knowledge of the purification of sewage 
by irrigation, or of its difficulties and its expense, and on no other ground than 
that the sewage flowing into the Calverley Brook had not been diverted from 
it in accordance with his decree given in November, 1865—disregarding the 
physical difficulties of our locality, which he might have known—the expenses 
we have incurred in attempting to comply with his injunction, which he 
must have known—and the introduction of a bill in Parliament by the Home 
Secretary, to enable towns to purchase land for sewage purposes, and which 
became law only on the 20th of August last, he might be supposed to have 
known—the Master of the Rolls has just permitted a writ of sequestration to 
be issued against the commissioners. 





GAS BILLS FOR 1868. 


Tux Bills relating to the supply of gas to be introduced into 
Parliament this year, are not so numerous as usual. The 
greatest diminution is in those promoted by established com- 
panies requiring further powers, of which class there are only 
8 in contrast with 19 similar ones presented to Parliament 
last session. We shall commence our ordinary brief sessional 
analysis with those Bills requiring further powers. 
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Of the Bills of which notices have been given for granting 
further powers to established companies, three are promoted 
by gas companies in London, which we noticed in our last 
number—viz., the Metropolitan Gas Companies Amalgamation 
Bill, and the separate Bills of the Chartered and of the Im- 
perial Gas Companies, asking for powers to raise additional 
capital and to purchase lands for new sites for their works at 
Barking and at West Ham. 

The next in alphabetical order is the Bill of the Brentford 
Gas Company. They apply for power to extend the limits of 
their supply into Norwood, Southall, Harlington, Cranford, 
East Bedfont, Greenford, and part of the parish of Hayes. 
It is proposed to increase the present capital of £229,700, by 
the creation of additional shares, to the amount of £430,000, 
the dividends on the additional capital being limited to 73 per 
cent. on ordinary shares and to 6 per cent. if issued with 
preference. The illuminating power of the gas to be 14 can- 
| dles, and the maximum price, within one mile from the works, 
5s. per 1000 feet, and 6s. at greater distances. The gas is to 
be tested for sulphuretted hydrogen, and the mode of testing 
the gas is to be the same as prescribed in the company’s Act 
of 1857. Power is required to purchase additional lands, and 
also to purchase railway trucks, lighters, coal vessels, and coal 
mines. No penalty is named should the quality of the gas 
not be of the required standard. 


The Farnworth and Kearsley Gas Company require to extend 
their limits of supply, and to increase their present capital of 
£24,000 by the issue of £30,000 in additional shares, with 
limitation of dividends to 7} per cent. on ordinary and 6 per 
cent. on preference shares. The minimum illuminating power 
is to be 14 candles ; six hours notice to be given before testing. 
No standard of purity nor is any price of gas named. 

The Burslem and Tunstall Gas Company possess a capital of 
£28,000, which they require power to increase by the further 
sum of £50,000, with limited dividends on the new shares of 
7} per cent. The quality of the gas is to be 12 candles illu- 
minating power, and it is not to contain more than 20 grains 
of sulphur, as tested by Dr. Letheby’s apparatus, nor more 
than 5 grains of ammonia in 100 cubic feet. The price named 
is 4s. per 1000 feet, subject to a discount of 12} per cent. if 
paid for within six months. A notice of 12 hours is required 
before connecting or disconnecting any meter. No authority 
is given to the consumers to test the gas. 

The Leeds New Gas Company apply for power to purchase 
additional lands, to raise more money, and to consolidate their 
\{ stock and share capital. The total capital and loan powers of 
the company amount to £254,333, and it is proposed to raise 
the additional capital of £100,000, with dividends limited to 6 
per cent. on ordinary as well as on preference shares or stock. 
The company are to be authorized to create and issue deben- 
ture stock, with a rate of interest not exceeding 43 per cent. 
The shares and stock created at various periods since 1854 are 
to be converted into a consolidated stock, the interest on 
which is not to exceed 6 per cent. The original stock of the 
company of £45,000, with an authorized dividend of 10 per 
cent., is to be converted into £75,000, 6 per cent. stock. 
There is nothing in the Bill relating to the quality or illumi- 
nating power of the gas. 

The Morley Gas Company require to be authorized to add 
to their existing share capital of £7500 the further sum of 
£35,000, and to capitalize £3600 expended on the works out 
of divisible profits, the company to be allowed to create deben- 
ture stock. The limits of supply are to be extended to the 
parish of West Ardsley. The qualification of directors is to 
be raised from £15 to £50. There is no limitation of dividends 
on the new capital, nor are the illuminating power nor the 
price of the gas mentioned. 

There are eleven Bills for conferring statutory powers on 
companies who have hitherto been carrying on their works 
without the authority of Parliament. 

The Calverley and Horsforth District Gas Bill has for its 
object the amalgamation of the Calverley and of the Horsforth 
Gas Companies, which supply adjoining districts in York- 
shire. The former company was established in 1862, with 
an authorized share capital of £10,000, and the latter was esta- 
blished in 1852, the value of the existing works being esti- 
jmated to be £5208, and that of the Calverley Company’s 
works at £9000. The Bill provides for the dissolution of the 
two companies and their incorporation into a united company, 
to take effect after the 30th of June next. The existing capital 
of the two companies is stated to be £14,208, of which the 











sum of £9000 is to be vested in the shareholders of the Cal-|| 
verley Company, and £5208 in the shareholders of the Hors- 
forth Company. The capital of the amalgamated company is 
to be £49,208, the number of directors to be twelve, and 
their qualification the possession of £30 stock. The additional 
land is not to exceed ten acres. The illuminating power of 
the gas is to be 12 candles, and the price 5s. per 1000 feet, a 
notice of 24 hours being given before testing. There is no 
limitation of dividends on the new ‘capital. 

The Chichester Gas Bill transfers to two trustees, on behalf 
of the newly formed Chichester Gas Company, to be incorpo- 
rated by Parliament, the works now carried on by Mr. Robert 
Monk Church for lighting the town, the price agreed to be 
paid for the same being £20,750, independently of the move- 
able implements, furniture, and stock, which are to be taken 
by valuation. The company are not to enter into possession 
until three months after the passing of the Act. The capital 
is to be £30,000, in shares of £10 each, which may be divided 
into half shares, the holders of the “ preferred half shares” 
being entitled to receive not more than 6 per cent. out of the 
profits of the last year only, without back dividends. De- 
benture stock may be issued. The number of directors is not 
to exceed five, and may be reduced 'to three; the possession of 
20 shares to be the qualification of a director. The maximum 
price named for 12-candle gas is 6s., to be reduced to 5s. 6d. 
when the price of coals does not exceed 24s. a ton. A notice 
of six hours to be given before testing the illuminating power 
of the gas, the purity not being specified. 

The Cork Gas Consumers Company, who in 1859 purchased | 
the works and undertaking of the United General Gaslight | 
Company in Cork, apply to be reincorporated, to be authorized | 
to increase their capital of £150,000 by the addition of 
£30,000, though the sum of £24,000 of the amount the com- 
pany are authorized to raise on existing shares has not been 
paid up. The profits to be divided among the shareholders on | 
their whole share capital are limited to 8 per cent. The rate of 
interest on debenture stock, if issued, is not to exceed 6 per) 
cent. The proposed number of directors is to be nine, with| 
power to diminish them to five; the qualification being the) 
possession of 25 paid-up £5 shares. The maximum price of | 
gas within the lighting district of the Corporation is to be 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and 5s. beyond those limits. The illu-| 
minating power named in the Bill is 12 candles, with a pro- 
vision that the standard may be altered by agreement with the 
Corporation so as not to exceed 16 candles nor to be less than 
10; the price to be increased or diminished at the rate of 3d._|! 
per candle on any deviation from the standard named. The | 
gas not to contain more than 20 grains of sulphur in every 100 | 
cubic fect, as indicated by Dr. Lethevy’s test, nor more than || 
5 grains of ammonia. The gas may be tested after giving six || 
hours notice. Twenty acres of additional land are required. 

The Clevedon Gas Company, Limited, incorporated in 1856, 
under the provisions of the Joint-Stock Companies Act, apply 
to Parliament to be reincorporated with additional powers. | 
The present capital of the company is £8000, which it is pro-! 
posed to augment to £28,000, the dividends on the new, 
capital being limited to 8 per cent., with power to create de- 
benture stock. The number of directors may be seven, and 
not less than five; the possession of ten £10 shares to consti-| 
tute the qualification. The price of 12-candle gas is not to 
exceed 6s. per 1000 feet, no notice being required before. 
testing. ‘The purity of the gas is not specified. | 

The Eastbourne Gas Company, established by Deed of 
Settlement in 1852, with a nominal capital of £20,000, desire 
to be dissolved and incorporated. Not more than £11,500 of, 
the capital the company are authorized to raise has been called 
up, but they require to be empowered to issue additional shares’ 
to the amount of £30,000; the dividends on the ordinary | 
shares to be limited to 7 per cent., and on those issued with | 
preference 6 per cent. Debenture stock may be issued. The, 
number of directors is to be nine, and their qualification the} 
possession of shares amounting to £100. The maximum price | 
of gas named is 5s. per 1000 feet, and the illuminating power | 
14 candles; and it is to be subjected to the usual tests for 
sulphuretted hydrogen. No notice need be given before 
testing. The company to be authorized to purchase ten acres 
of additional land. | 

The Hythe and Sandgate Gas Company, established in 1856, 
have a share capital of £6660, which it is proposed to increase 
when incorporated by Parliament, so as to make the total 
capital of the company amount to £24,000, with power to issue| 
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debenture stock, and without limitation of dividends on the 
new shares. The number of directors named is six, but they 
may be reduced to four, the qualification being shares to the 
amount of £100. The maximum price for 14-candle gas is to 
be 4s. 6d., and it is to be tested for sulphuretted hydrogen. 
The company to be empowered to contract for the lighting of 
Shorncliffe camp. No notice need be given before testing the 
quality of the gas. The quantity of land to be held by the 
company is limited to six acres. 


The object of the Leyton Gas Bill is to obtain parliamentary 
sanction to the purchase, by a newly formed company, of the 
gas-works at Lea Bridge, now carried on by the County and 
General Gas Consumers Company, Limited. The sum to be 
paid for the works is left blank. The capital of the com- 
pany is to be £40,000, in shares of £5, one-half of them to be 
sold by auction. The interest on debenture stock is not to 
exceed 6 per cent., but the dividend on ordinary shares is only 
limited by the Gas-Works Clauses Act. The qualification of 
directors is to be not Jess than the possession of shares to the 
nominal amount of £250. The number of directors named is 
seven, but they may be reduced to three. Provision is made 
for calling extraordinary meetings on the requisition of seven 
shareholders holding shares to the nominal amount of £1000. 
The maximum price of 14-candle gas to be 5s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, and it may be tested for illuminating power without 
notice, the purity of the gas not being mentioned. None of 
the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 are to apply 
to the company unless they supply gas to certain parishes 
named ; the clause introduced into that Act for the protection 
of the sewers of the Metropolitan Board of Works is, however, 
introduced into the Bill. The power of purchasing additional 
lands is limited to two acres. 

The Loughborough Gas Company, established in 1836, have 
a share capital, including the capitalization of £1999 4s. of 
profits expended on the works, amounting to £11,995 4s., 
which it is proposed to raise to £20,000. The original capital 
is to be divided into two classes of shares, and debenture stock 
may be issued. The dividends on the new capital are limited 
to 7 per cent. on ordinary, and to 6 per cent. on preference 





THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 





shares. Extraordinary meetings may be convened by five 
shareholders, holding together not less than £30 in the capital | 
of the company. The large number of twelve directors is 
named, and their qualification the possession of shares to the 
amount of £50. The maximum price for 14-candle gas is to 
be 4s. 6d., it being provided that the price charged for gas 
supplied to the public lamps shall not exceed the lowest price 
charged to any private consumer. No notice required before 
testing the gas. 

The Merthyr Tydfil Gaslight Company, established by Deed 





of Co-partnership in 1836, apply to be incorporated, and to 
increase their present share capital of £11,550 by the issue of | 
new shares to the amount of £30,000, and to capitalize the | 
sum of £3300 expended on the works out of profits. The | 
dividends on ordinary shares of the new capital are to be limited | 
to 7, and on preference shares to 6 per cent., and the interest 
on debenture stock is not to exceed 5 per cent. The number 
of directors may be seven and not less than five, the qualifica- 
tion being £300 of paid-up capital. The illuminating power 
of the gas is to be 14 candles, and the maximum price 6s. per 
1000 feet: there is no specification of purity. Provision is | 
made for testing the illuminating power by the Local Board, 
on the requisition of five consumers, on giving six hours 
notice between the hours of nine and four in the day. The 
gas supplied to the public lamps is to be estimated by average 
meter indication, one meter being fixed to every fifth lamp, at | 
the expense of the Local Board. The quantity of land to be 
held by the company is not to exceed five acres. 

The Worthing Gaslight and Coke Compuny, established by | 
Deed of Settlement in 1835, require to be incorporated by Par- 
liament, to increase their present share capital of £12,250 by 
the issue of additional shares to the amount of £17,750, and to 
be exempted from the payment of the existing duty on coals, 
culm, coke, cinders, and charcoal imported into Worthing, 
which duty amounts to about 2s. 6d. per ton on coals, and to 
2s. 4d. on the other kinds of fuel. The number of directors 
to be twelve, and their qualification fifteen £10 shares. The 
gas consumed in the public lamps to be estimated by average 
meter indication. The maximum price for 14-candle gas, after 
the Ist of July, 1869, is to be 5s. per 1000 feet. The purity 
of the gas is not specified, but the Bill provides that it shall be 
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notice, at any hour of the day before six o’clock. The quantity 
of land to be held is not to exceed 10 acres. 
The Yeadon and Guiseley Gaslight and Coke Company, esta- 
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blished in 1846 under a Deed of Settlement, require to be}|| 
dissolved and incorporated. The present share capital of the 


company is £11,725, which is to be augmented to £29,325. 
The number of directors is to be nine, but may be reduced to 
seven ; the qualification being five £10 shares. The maximum 
price named for 12-candle gas is 5s. per 1000 feet, and the 
Bill provides that it shall be tested not nearer than half a mile 
from the works, after giving 24 hours notice. The purity of 
the gas is not specified. The additional land purchased is not 
to exceed 10 acres. 





There are three Bills for giving statutory powers to compet-!| 


ing companies, the first of which in alphabetical order isthe | 

City of Dublin Gas Consumers Company. The preamble of 
the Bill alleges that ‘it would be of public and local advan- 
“tage if additional gas-works were established, by means of| 
“which the several parishes and places within the boundary of 
“the county of the city of Dublin could be supplied with gas.”’ | 
The capital required by this speculative company is stated to) 
be £150,000. The number of directors named is six, but 
reducible to three, the qualification being the possession of, 
twenty £10 shares. Extraordinary meetings of the company 
to be convened on the requisition of 20 shareholders holding | 
together not less than £6000 of capital. The illuminating | 
power of the gas to be 16 candles, the maximum price 3s. 6d. | 
per 1000 feet, and it is not to contain more than 20 grains of | 
sulphur in 100 cubic feet.. No notice to be required before test- 
ing. There are several provisions in the Bill respecting public 
lighting. The gas is to be supplied by average meter indica-| 
tion of one meter to 20 lamps; the sum to be paid for light- | 
ing, extinguishing, cleaning, and repairing, to be 13s. per’ 
lamp; a self-acting pressure-regulator to be attached to each 
lamp, and the gas is to be allowed to pass without obstruction | 
to and from the regulators. The price of gas supplied to 





public lamps to be the same as the lowest price charged to | 


any private consumer. The company are to make a map of| 
the mains in their district, and to render an annual statement | 
of their accounts according to a prescribed form. 

The Peterborough Gas Company, Limited, established in | 
1867 with a capital of £10,000, apply to be incorporated and | 


for power to increase their capital by the creation of new | 


ordinary or preference shares to the amount of £10,000, with 
limitation of dividends to 7 per cent. on the former and 6 per) 
cent. on the latter, and if debenture stock be issued the) 
interest is not to exceed 5 per cent. Eight directors may be! 
appointed, reducible to five; the qualification of a director 
being the possession of ten £10 shares. The illuminating 
power of the gas to be 14 candles, and the maximum price 5s. 
per 1000 feet; no standard of purity being named, nor is any 
notice to be required before testing. [When the Bill was 
lodged the company promoting it intended to compete with 
the undertaking of Mr. J. Sawyer, who at present supplies gas 
to Peterborough, but it is understood that an agreement has 
since been entered into by which he has agreed to sell his 
works to the company at a price to be determined by Mr. 
T’. G. Barlow and Mr. G. W. Stevenson, as arbitrators, or by 
an umpire to be nominated by them. “A clause to carry out 
that agreement will accordingly be introduced in the Bill in 
committee. | 

The Worthing, Broadwater, Heene, and West Tarring Gas 
Consumers Company desire to be incorporated, with a capital of | 
£15,000. It is alleged, in the preamble, that the gas at 
present supplied “is inferior in quality and high in price, and 
‘¢ is manufactured inconveniently near the town.” The quali- 
fication of a director is to be the possession of ten shares of 
£10, and the number of directors is to be not less than three. | 
The land to be held by the company is not to exceed five) 
acres, and no gas-works are to be erected nearer to Worthing 
than Broadwater. Power is required to purchase or take on 
lease the works of the existing company. The illuminating 
power of the gas to be 14 candles, and the maximum price 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and it is not to contain more than 20 








grains of sulphur nor more than 5 grains of ammonia in 190); 


cubic feet. The gas to be tested at any time without notice, 
A map of the gas-mains is to be made, and an annual account, 
according to a prescribed form, of the affairs of the company 
is to be published. Gas is to be supplied to the public lamps 
by average meter indication, with one meter attached to every 
twelfth lamp, and a self-acting pressure-regulator to every 
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|,is provided that the Corporation may purchase by agreement 


| six hours notice being required before testing. The Corpora- 
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||are to be primarily liable to the debts of the company, without 
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|| Corporation are to be applied to the police superannuation-fund. 
| ‘The Cork Improvement Bill provides for the purchase or 


|| No standard of purity is named. The illuminating power may 
| be tested, on the requisition of five consumers, by an order of 
|| two justices, at any reasonable hour in the daytime without 


‘and mains, in the payment of pensions (if any) to officers pre- 
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one, the gas being allowed to pass without obstruction. The 
charge for lighting, extinguishing, cleaning, and repairing to 
be 13s. per annum. 

Three companies formed for the lighting of places not sup- 
plied with gas apply to be incorporated by Act of Parliament. 

The Liynvi Valley Gas Bill has for its object the incorpora- 
tion of a company, with a capital of £10,000, in £10 shares, 
to light with gas several small parishes in Glamorganshire. 
Power is required to divide the shares into two, dividends on 
the preferred half being limited to 6 per cent. The qualifica- 
tion of the directors is to be £100, and the number may be 
seven, and not less than five. The maximum price of 14-candle 
gas is to be 7s. per 1000 feet. Power is required for the pur- 
chase, by agreement, of the works of the Porthcawl Gas 
Company. 

By the Merstham, Nutfield, and Bletchingley Gas Bili it is 
proposed to incorporate a company, with a capital of £8000, 
to light those parishes, situated in Surrey. The quantity of 
land required is five acres. The number of directors, with a 
qualification of ten £10 shares, is to be five, reducible to 
three. The illuminating power of the gas is to be 14 candles, 
and the maximum price 7s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 

The Ystrad Gas and Water Company, formed in 1867, apply 
to be incorporated to supply a mining population in Glamor- 
ganshire. ‘The required capital is £20,000, in £10 shares, ten 
of which are to constitute a director’s qualification, the number 
of whom is not to exceed nine, but may be reduced to five. 
The illuminating power of the gas to be 14 candles, and the 
prices named vary according to the quantity consumed from 
6s. to 4s. per 1000 feet; the smallest quantity being 2000 
cubic feet, and the largest 60,000. 

Nine Bills are promoted by local authorities, in which the 
acquisition of gas-works forms one of the objects to be ob- 
tained, in addition to the London Corporation Gas Bill, which 
was noticed in our last number. 
| The Barrow-in- Furness Corporation Bill is a very voluminous 

document, occupying no less than 152 pages. The portion of 
it relating to the supply of gas and water confirms an agree- 
ment between the Corporation and the Furness Gas and Water 
Company for the purchase of the works of that company for 
the sum of £82,500, the purchase to be completed on or before 
the Ist of January, 1869. Clauses for the legal transfer of 
|the works are inserted at considerable length, among which it 





five acres of additional land. The maximum price of 14-candle 
|gas is to be 6s. per 1000 feet, no standard of purity being 
snamed. In case of default in the illuminating power of the 
gas, the Corporation are to forfeit a sum not exceeding £20; 


|tion are to be authorized to cut off the supply of gas in case of 
‘failure to pay the rent due. The penalties imposed on the 





leasing of the works of the Cork Gas Consumers Company, 
Limited, for such consideration as may be subsequently agreed 
lon. In the event of the sale of the works, the Corporation 


| 


|prejudice to any remedy against the latter. The maximum 
|price to be charged for 14-candle gas is 5s. per 1000 feet. 


notice. Separate gas accounts are to be kept, and the revenue 
derived from the gas undertaking is to be applied, after pay- 
ment of the expenses and interest on money borrowed, in main- 
|taining a sinking-fund for paying off the purchase-money of 
ithe undertaking within 60 years, in improving the gas-works 


viously employed by the company, and lastly, in enabling the 
Corporation to reduce the rate charged for gas, or otherwise 
for the benefit of the inhabitants, as the Corporation may 
think fit. 

The object of the Dundee Corporation Gas Bill is to confirm 
the agreement entered into between the two gas companies 
and the magistrates and Town Council of Dundee for the sale 
and purchase of their undertakings, and for the appointment 
of commissioners to supply gas to the borough in accordance 
with that agreement. In the recent discussions in the Town | 
Council the constitution of the commission for carrying on the 
gas undertaking was a point much disputed, and the Bill pro- | 
vides that the commissioners shall be the provost and the dean | 








| the manufacture and storeage of gas, and power to construc} 


of guild, six persons to be elected by the Town Council out of 
their own number, four elected by the guildry incorporation, 
three by the nine trades, one by the three united trades, and 
five by the Chamber of Commerce ; the Board of Trade being 
empowered to alter the constitution of the commissioners. In 
the agreement for the sale and transfer of the works of the 
two companies it is specified that the Corporation shall pay to 
the shareholders annuities on the amount of their share capital, 
the amount of such annuities to be fixed by agreement or by 
arbitration, including the valuation of the stores on hand and 
balances and arrears due at the time of taking possession of 
the works—viz., on the 11th of November, 1868. One article 
of the agreement provides that the commissioners shail yearly 
make an estimate of the revenue derived from the sale of gas, | 
and of the expenses, including the payment of the annuities, 
and shall then fix the price of gas at such a rate as shall, as 
nearly as possible, meet the annual payments—any surplus to 
be laid aside to form a sinking-fund. One clause of the Bill 
specifies that the price to be paid for the gas-works of the 
respective companies is to be determined on the principle that 
the companies are not sellers by compulsion, and without 
reference to the amount of the share capitals of the companies; | 
and their debts and liabilities are to be paid by the commis-| 
sioners. The gas supplied by the commissioners is to be “ of 
“such good quality as the commissioners shall consider it) 
“expedient to supply, having regard to the interest of the, 
** consumer in the cost of producing and supplying such gas.”’| 
Apparatus is, however, to be maintaimed by the commissioners 
for testing the quality of the gas, and complaint may be made) 
to the Board of Trade. The price of the gas is to be regulated, 
as specified in the agreement. Another Bill is also promoted) 
by the Corporation of Dundee for carrying into effect a pro-) 
vision in the Act of the New Dundee Gas Company, rendering 
it compulsory on the company to sell their works to the local 
authorities. The commissioners for carrying the Act into 
execution are to be elected in the same manner as in the pre- 
ceding Bill, and similar provisions are introduced; but this 
Bill would be withdrawn if the agreement entered into with 
both companies be confirmed by Parliament. 
The Halifax Corporation Improvement Bill does not contain 
much relating to the supply of gas, which is now in the hands 
of the Corporation, but a clause is inserted authorizing them to 
borrow, in addition to the money already borrowed for the 
purposes of their gas-works, the further sum of £70,000. In 
another clause, for regulating the application of the income! 
from the gas-works, it is provided that after paying the 
expenses of working and management, and the interest of, 
borrowed money, there shall be set aside, by way of sinking-. 
fund, such sums as will pay off the money borrowed for gas 
purposes in 50 years from the year 1870; and one-third of any, 
surplus that many accrue may be applied to improvements of, 
the borough, and the remainder to be carried to the credit of, 
the borough-fund. 
The Maryport Improvement Bill contains only a single clause, 
respecting the supply of gas, whereby the trustees are au-| 
thorized to purchase or lease certain lands for the purpose of 
erecting gas-works and of manufacturing and storing gas. 
The St. Mary Church Local Board Bill has for its object to 
authorize the Local Board of that parish, to purchase from the 
Torquay Gas Company all the mains, pipes, and other property 
of that company within the district, and to acquire lands for 





and maintain gas-works and supply gas. There are clauses for 
granting all the requisite powers for those purposes, and fixing 
the illuminating power, purity, and price of the gas, which is 
to be equal to 14 candles, is not to contain more than 20 grains 
of sulphur nor more than 5 grains of ammonia in 100 feet, and 
the maximum charge is to be 5s. per 1000 feet. An agree- 
ment was entered into between the company and the Local 
Board in November last, in which it is specified that the price 
to be paid for the company’s undertaking, and the existing 
mains, pipes, meters, and services, shall be, for all 2-inch mains, 
2s. 6d; 3-inch mains, 3s. 6d., and 4-inch mains, 4s. 6d. per 
yard; a deduction of 6d. per yard being made for depreciation. 
All meters are to be taken at the gross price, less the usual 
discount, and all services are to be taken at 15s. each, The 
surplus revenue from the gas-works, after paying all expenses 
and interest on money borrowed, and setting aside a sinking- 
fund, is to be carried to the general district-fund of the Local 
Board. 

By the Silverdale Improvement Bill commissioners are to be 
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|, suspicion of some of the shareholders. 








incorporated for the general management of the affairs of 
Silverdale, in Staffordshire, among which is included the 
lighting of the township with gas, and for that purpose the 
powers usually conferred on gas companies are to be given. 
The price to be charged per 1000 feet is to be 4s. 6d., but 
there is no mention in the Bill of illuminating power or purity. 
The surplus of profits, if any, after paying for expenses, for 
interest on money borrowed, and providing a sinking-fund, is 
to be carried to the credit of the general purposes account. 

The Sligo Borough Improvement Bill has, among various 
other objects, the purchase, by agreement, of the undertaking 
of the Sligo Gas Company, on such terms as may be approved 
by the Lord Lieutenant. The illuminating power of the gas is 
ito be equal to 14 candles, but the price and purity are not 
stated. : 
_ In addition to the foregoing Bills, notices were given for the 
introduction of four others which have since been withdrawn 
—viz., two Bills relating to the supply of gas to Blaenavon, 
one of which was promoted by a gas, water, and market com- 
pany; a second Bill for the incorporation of a company to 
light Peterborough; and a Bill promoted by the United 
General Gas Company to repeal their charter and divide their 
works and capital. 

Borrowing powers to the extent of one-fourth of the pro- 
og additional capitals are applied for in all the preceding 

ills. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tur misfortunes of the County and General Gas Consumers 
Company have placed them in a novel position among gas 
undertakings, executions having been issued against them, and 





|| their works having been seized by the minions of the law. It is 
so seldom that sheriffs officers are found in possession of gas- 


works, that their entry on those of the County and General 


Company at Ely, Lea Bridge, and Walton, armed with execu- 
||tions against the goods and chattels, was an event which 





|maturally caused a commotion among the shareholders and 


| . 

creditors, who assembled in great number at the London 
| Tavern on the 6th inst., the proceedings at which meeting are 
fully recorded in our other columns. What added to the ex- 


|| citement was the fact that the chairman had filed a petition in 


the Court of Chancery for the compulsory winding up of the 
affairs of the company under circumstances which excited -the 
The County and 
| General Gas Company were registered ten years ago, with a 
nominal capital of £50,000, for the purpose of lighting pro- 
\vincial towns in various parts of the kingdom, their offices 
being in London ; and the undertaking, which was at no time 
Prosperous, in a few years became unprofitable, no dividend 
having been paid since June, 1864. The company became 
proprietors of gas-works at Chertsey, Ely, Lea Bridge, North- 
fleet, Pater, Pembroke, Walton, and Ware; those at Pater 
and Pembroke being afterwards let on lease for £200 per 
annum. With the exception of Walton—where the works 
were, we believe, constructed by the company—they purchased 
the nearly worn-out works of previously established companies, 
most of them at exorbitant prices, and in some instances 
situated on leasehold land. The high price paid for old works 
was one main cause of failure, and the inadequate amount of 
the capital raised to carry on the several undertakings was 
another. Though established with the view of extending their 
operations to all parts of the country, the last balance-sheet of 
the company shows that the share capital actually raised con- 
sisted of only £29,135 in ordinary and £10,000 in preference 
shares, making together £39,135; while the sums expended 
are stated to have amounted to £61,885, the deficiency having 
been supplied by debentures, loans, and mortgages, and by 
running into debt to tradesmen and contractors. One of the 
latter, after having renewed his bills several times, became 
clamorous for payment, sued the company, and, having ob- 
tained judgment, executions were issued against their available 
property. The first serious blow that the company sustained 
was the formation of a competing company at Chertsey in 
1862. After fighting a losing battle for two years, they sold 
the works to their rivals for very much less than they had 
paid for them. Another cause of the unfortunate collapse of 
the company was the purchase, after the loss experienced at 
Chertsey, of the gas-works at Ely, at much above their real 
value, at a time when they were borrowing money to carry on 
the works they possessed. At the meeting at the London 
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Tavern, Mr. Erasmus Wilson, the holder of 475 shares, was 
in the chair; and Mr. Stephenson, lately the consulting 
engineer of the company, by whom the meeting was con- 
vened, expatiated at great length on the mismanagement 
of the affairs by the directors, and he was not sparing 
of his imputations on the chairman, and on the creditor 
at whose suit the writs had been issued and the property 
advertised for sale. In the heat of discussion charges 
of collusion were freely made, and it was asserted that 
the value of the different properties entered in the com- 
pany’s books was not correct. It was stated that an agree- 
ment had been entered into with the lessee of the Pater 
and Pembroke Gas-Works for the sale of the works at Lea 
Bridge, at an inadequate price, without consulting the share- 
holders. These and other accusations against the chairman 
and directors of the company were strongly advanced by Mr. 
Stephenson, who concluded by moving a resolution to the 
effect that, in the opinion of the meeting, the placing of the 
winding up of the affairs of the company by the chairman in 
the hands of the solicitor of the intending purchaser of some of 
the works of the company, and of a liquidator nominated by 
that solicitor, was most injurious to the interests of the creditors 
and shareholders, and that it was desirable that the company 
should be wound up voluntarily under the supervision of the 
Court of Chancery. The creditors may not, however, be ulti- 
mately losers, for the value of the company’s works is esti- 
mated to be £40,000, and the liabilities £30,000, and, taking 
into account other assets, there would remain, with judicious 
management, a balance to be divided among the shareholders 
of £10,000 or £15,000. Mr. Craufurd, the chairman of the 
company, in replying to the accusations against him, restricted 
himself to those portions of Mr. Stephenson’s statements 
which related to the proceedings of the last month, though he 
said he was quite prepared to go into the whole subject. He 
mentioned the purport of various communications he had had 
with the judgment creditor, and stated the course he had 
been obliged to adopt to prevent him from carrying into effect 
the threatened sale of the property by auction, and the stop- 
page of the supply of gas. For that purpose he had filed his 
petition for winding up the affairs of the company, there being 
no time to call a meeting of the shareholders. The difficulties 
he had to contend against under the pressing circumstances 
were forcibly represented by Mr. Craufurd, who mentioned a 
striking instance of the ruinous effect of carrying on works 
with insufficient capital; an engagement having been entered 
into with the coal merchant for the supply of large coals at 1s. 
per ton above the market price, on the condition that he should 
discount the company’s bills to the amount of £2500, which 
sum was often exceeded. That accommodating creditor was 
the person who afterwards sued the company, and, having a 
judgment in his favour, caused executions to issue, and adver- 
tised some of the works for sale by auction ; he himself, it was 
asserted, being anxious to become the buyer. After an excited 
discussion, Mr. Stephenson’s resolution was carried by a large 
majority ; but the chairman of the company protested against 
it, as it was not the decision of a regular meeting. The 
matter came before Vice-Chancellor Malins, on the 13th inst., 
on the question which of two petitions filed for the winding up| 
should be proceeded with—one of them being filed by Mr. Crau- 
furd, the chairman, the other by. Mr. S. Clarke, coal merchant, a 
creditor and also a shareholder. The main point in dispute was, 
whether the winding up should be voluntary or compulsory, and 
toat point the Vice-Chancellor said appeared to be a matter of 
indifference, and yet no fewer than eleven counsel were em- 
pioyed in arguing it. The Vice-Chancellor strongly urged all 
the parties to consent to an absolute winding-up order, with- 
out prejudice as to who should be the liquidator. The matter 
was resumed on Friday last, when it was announced that terms 
had been arranged between the parties, to the effect that the 
winding up should be compulsory on both petitions, that the 
executions should be withdrawn, that all affidavits containing 
personal matter should be taken off the file, and that the costs 
of all the parties should be paid out of the estate. The Vice- 
Chancellor thought the terms exceedingly reasonable, and the 
order was made on the two petitions, The shareholders, 
however, may doubt whether it is reasonable that they should 
pay for the superfluous amount of law force brought to bear 
on the winding up of their affairs, and this beginning of the 
end augurs badly for the chance they may have of any portion 
being saved from the wreck after all the creditors have been 
paid in full. The disastrous end of the County and General 
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Gas Consumers Company, Limited, is another instance of the 
misfortunes which attend speculations in roving companies, 
established to supply gas to all places in general, and none in 
particular, consequently without local interest and without 
immediate supervision. 

_ The questions whether a gas company subject to the pro- 
visions of the Gas- Works Clauses Act, and paying the maxi- 
mum. dividend, can set aside money to form a depreciation- 
fund in addition to a reserve-fund; and also whether they are 
authorized to pay the income-tax on the dividends, are now 
likely to be judicially settled, both those questions having been 
raised before the Wolverhampton Quarter Sessions on an 
application, on the part of the Corporation and two private 
gas consumers, for the appointment of an accountant to ex- 
amine the accounts of the Wolverhampton Gas Company. 
The matter came before the Earl of Lichfield, as chairman, 
and a bench of magistrates, on the Ist inst., on adjournment, 
the application having been made at a previous sessions, when 
the consideration of it was deferred until affidavits had been 
filed by the petitioners and by the gas company. It was con- 
tended that as the company were paying the full dividend 
allowed, and also had completed their authorized reserve-fund 
of £5000, any surplus of profits ought to be applied to the 
reduction of the price of gas, and not towards the creation of 
any other fund not named in the Act of Parliament. The de- 
preciation-fund, accumulated out of the surplus profits, was 
stated to amount to £8692, and there was no limitation to 
its increase. The formation of that fund commenced in 1859, 
and it was said to have been added to half yearly by setting 
aside £500 for that purpose. On the part of the gas company 
it was contended that they are authorized to maintain the plant 
and stock so as to be equal in value to the original cost, and 
to provide for such contingencies as the construction of a new 
gasholder, or other renewals of the works that would require a 
larger sum of money than could be taken from the current 
annual profits. It was further alleged that, in point of fact, 
there was no “fund” set apart expressly for depreciation ; 
that the term “‘ fund” was an accidental misnomer, and that 
the amount so appropriated belonged to and should have been 
called the “depreciation account.” It was stated that the 
money had been set aside before the division of profits, and 
that the total amount thus appropriated was only sufficient to 
maintain the works at their original value—viz., £90,258. 
It was also urged by the counsel for the company that they 
should be judged by their deeds, and that they had lowered 
the price of gas from 5s. per 1000 feet to 2s. 9d., which was 
a lower rate, with a few exceptions, than was charged in any 
town in the kingdom. With regard to the payment of income- 
tax, it was contended by the counsel for the petitioners, that 
there is no power given by the Acts of Parliament authorizing 
the company to divide more than 10 per cent. of their profits, 
but that by paying income-tax on the dividends they increased 
them beyond the parliamentary limit to that extent. It ap- 
peared from the occasional remarks of the chairman during the 
argument, that he was against the claims of the company, and 
the court unanimously agreed that sufficient ground had been 
shown for the appointment of an accountant ; but on the ex- 
amination of the accounts the question of income-tax was 
excepted, as that is a point of law to be settled hereafter. The 
questions of costs and of the nomination of the accountant 
were deferred until the adjourned sessions next month. So 
far, however, as a Court of Quarter Sessions can decide the 
question, gas companies that are subject to the provisions of 
the Gas-Works Clauses Act are not authorized to set aside 
any portion of their profits, in addition to the reserve-fund, to 
make good depreciations by wear and tear of whatever kind, 
so as to keep up their works to their original value, but such 
depreciation must be made good out of the profits of the cur- 
rent year, or by the application of the reserve-fund to the 
purpose, 

We transfer to our columns from the Saturday Review some 
well-timed remarks on the present position of the London gas 
companies, and on the Bill intended to be introduced into Par- 
liament for their amalgamation. The writer considers the 
question from an impartial point of view, taking into consi- 
deration the interests of the companies as well as of the.gas 
consumers, and he considers the provisions of the Metropolis 
Gas Companies Amalgamation Bill well calculated to reconcile 
both. We fully agree in the expression of the opinion that it 
is On Many grounds desirable that the question of the gas supply 





of London should be disposed of during the present session. 





A committee of the vestry of St. Mary, Islington, has 
made a report recommending that notice be given to terminate 
a contract with the Imperial Gas Company for the supply of 
gas to the public lights at 3s..7d. per 1000 feet, in conse- 
quence of the company’s refusal to reduce the charge to the 
rate at which the public lamps in some of the adjacent parishes 
are supplied. Before adopting the recommendation of the 
committee, the vestry would do well to inquire into the con- 
sequences of a similar step on the part of the Gravesend 
Commissioners, as they will find it to have resulted in an 
advance of from 3s. 7d. to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and a heavy 
bill of costs. The Imperial Gas Company has hitherto con- 
siderately refrained from using the powers conferred on it by 
the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, of raising the price of gas 
supplied to the public lights to the rate charged to private 
consumers; but if Islington or any other parish is dissatisfied 
with the existing arrangements, and is foolish enough to put 
an end to contracts at a lower rate, they will only have 
themselves to blame if they ultimately have to pay the full rate. 

In our comments on the Manchester gas accounts in our 
last number, we inadvertently misrepresented the gross profits 
to have been £47,323, or 8 per cent., without any allowance 
for depreciation, whereas in point of fact the gross profit so 
stated was the balance of profit and loss, after charging the 
account with £14,628 for depreciation, so that the gross profit 
on the year amounted to about 10 per cent. on the capital. 
After deducting the payments for interest and towards the 
liquidation of the mortgage debt, the net profit was reduced to 
£13,257, as stated in our previous notice of these accounts, 
but by a typographical error in our last it was represented to 
be only £12,257. 

We regret to have to record the death of Mr. George 
Holworthy Palmer, one of the earliest pioneers of gas lighting. 
He was a pupil of Mr. Clegg’s, most of whose early works 
were carried out by Mr. Palmer, who was also the inventor of 
many contrivances for the purification and the application of 
gas, several of which he patented. His first invention, for 
which he took out a patent in 1818, contained the germ of the 
purification of gas by oxide of iron, and of the process of re- 
vivification, Among the materials specified to be used in his 
purifiers were fragments or refuse clippings of sheet iron, 
common clay or argillaceous iron ore, and finery cinders ; and 
in conducting the process of purification it is distinctly stated 
that the contents of the purifiers, after being used, may be 
‘again competent to purify the gas” by exposure to the 
atmosphere. He next appeared at the Patent Office in 1836 
with another invention for the purification of gas, which was not 
specified ; and two other inventions, which he patented in 1838 
and 1839, in conjunction with Mr. Paterson, for improvements 
in gas-meters, were left in the same incomplete condition. 
Associated with Mr. Perkins, he took out a patent in 1840 for 
improvements in the construction of pistons and valves, In 
1846 he patented an invention for the manufacture of gas of 
improved purity, one of the processes of purification specified 
being the application of steam, and another was a method of 
naphthalizing and denaphthalizing gas. In connexion with Mr. 
J. Horton, Mr. Palmer patented, in 1850, some arrangements in 
the construction of gasholders; and in 1851 he was again in 
the Patent Office, associated with Mr. W. Boggett, with an 
invention for the application of gas to heating purposes. Mr. 
Palmer also contributed greatly towards the perfection of the 
dry meter, and was engineer to the Original Dry Meter Com- 
pany. The last office Mr. Palmer held was that of engineer of 
the unfortunate Sheffield Consumers Gas Company. He had 
been previously the engineer of the Western Gas Company, 
from which he retired in 1851. He died on the 8th inst., 
at his residence, 45, Queen’s Crescent, Haverstock Hill, in 
his 77th year. 








Correspondence, 


THE GAS SUPPLY AT DOVER. 


S1r,—The condensed report from the Dover Telegraph inserted 
in your last issue places the supply of gas in Dover and our con- 
nexion therewith in a false position. 

We do not wish to encumber your columns with local squabbles 
—you and your readers are pretty good judges of the truth of 
aldermanic remarks on gas—but, in justice to our professional 
reputation, we trust you will insert the following correspondence, 
which has arisen out of the remarks made at the meetings of the 
Dover Local Board. ANDERSON AND JONES. 

Russell Street, Dover, Jan. 15, 1868. 
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Russell Street, Dover, Jan. 2, 1868. 

Sir,—We have noticed, from the reported proceedings of the local board, 
that remarks have been made touching the quality of gas supplied in Dover, 
alleging that it is bad in quality, impure, and poisonous. 

@ also notice other remarks made at the mectings of your board, im- 
ewes that the Government and the cas company have been at “ logger- 
eads,” resulting in the company having to deduct for “ deficiency of gas.” 

We have no hesitation in stating that such assertions are base and calum- 
nious, and — of proof. Our gas is second to none in the county for 
purity, and is above the parliamentary standard. 

We will feel obliged by your causing this letter to be read at the com- 
mittee meeting this morning, so that this communication may have the 
same publicity as the remarks made by certain members of the local board. 
—We have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servants, 

ANDERSON AND JONES, 
Managers Dover Gas Company. 


Dover Gas-Works, Jan. 7, 1868. 

Sir,—In stating that the gas supplied from these works is “ second to 
none in the county for purity, and is above the parliamentary standard,” 
we are desirous that some steps should be taken to test the truth of this 
statement, and we will give every facility for such test being made. 

The remarks which were made at the meeting of the local board on 
Thursday last, would lead a stranger to suppose that the gas supplied during 
the holding of the last quarter sessions was so bad as to call forth con- 
demnatory remarks from the recorder and the bar. 

A bystander informs us that, when the counsel referred to held his brief 
up to the light, the tap of the burner was only partially turned on, but 
when this was noticed and rectified there was plenty of light. One might 
as well disparage the speed of the mail-packets when coming alongside the 

ier at a knot per hour, as to condemn the quality of gas from an Argand 
mrner at quarter cock. . 

Ordinarily the duties of gas companies cease when there is a good supply 
at the consumers meters. We have, however, always been anxious to give 
the most prompt attention to all complaints arising from defective fittings, 
and will ever continue, while we are connected with the supply of gas in 
this town, to remedy all defects as soon as they are made known to us.— 
We have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servants, 

ANDERSON AND Joxys, Managers. 

The Worshipful the Mayor of Dover. 





The Worshipful the Mayor. 





Jan, 9, 1868. 

Dear Sirs,—The mayor submitted your letter to him of the 7th inst. to 
the local board this morning, and with reference thereto and your prior 
communication of the 2nd inst. I am directed to inform you that, while the 
board will be always happy to receive letters from you upon any subjects 
in which any mutuai relations may subsist or be induced between the 
|| board and yourselves, they would prefer for the future that any communi- 
cations which you may have to make upon the subject of lighting should 
come through the medium of the gas company or its secretary, as the 
authorized officer of the directors with whom the board contract, as the 
board can only receive representations which have the sanction of the 
directors.—I am, dear sirs, yours truly, 


Messrs. Anderson and Jones. Epw. Kynocxer, Town-Clerk. 





Gas-Works, Dover, Jan. 13, 1868. 

Dear Sir,—We are favoured with your letter of the 9th inst., relative to 
our letters to the mayor of the 2nd and 7th inst., and in reply beg to state 
that a departure from the usual routine of communication was necessitated 
on referring to the published remarks of some of the members of the local 
board at their committee meetings, inasmuch as those remarks did not take 
the form of a resolution of the board, whereby a communication would have 
emanated from you to the secretary of the gas company, but were circulated 
not only in the local press, but in a journal permeating every town in the 
kingdom where gas is supplied. And as those remarks reflected on the ma- 
nagement of the gas supply in this town, and were moreover untenable, and 
of a libellous character, we took, as we considered, the most straightforward 
and honest course in at once addressing the mayor, and offering every 
facility to test the quality of the gas supplied in Dover—We are, yours 


truly, ANDERSON AND JONES. 
Edward Knocker, Esq., Town-Clerk. 





Register of New Patents. 


1297.—\Joun Hoimes, of Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield, in the co. 
of Warwick, gentleman, for “ Improvements in beer-engines, which 
improvements are also applicable to pumps for various purposes,”’ 
Patent dated May 3, 1867. 


In carrying out this invention, two valves are arranged at the bottom 
of the pump-cylinder, the ingress-valve being in the axis of the 
cylinder, and carried in a chamber screwed to the bottom of the 
cylinder. The exit-valve is carried by a chamber connected to the 
ipe communicating with the ingress-valve, and is situated near the 

ttom and at the side of the cylinder. The piston is made in two 

arts, and of the figure of a hollow closed cylinder, having a stem in 
its axis extending from its bottom nearly to its top, and also a short 
stem on its under side, the latter being only for convenience in turn- 
ing the piston during its manufacture. ‘I'he cylinder has at its top a 
chamber of larger diameter than the cylinder, and through a stufting- 
box in this chamber the piston-rod passes. This chamber is closed 
by an air-tight lid or cover (which is fixed on when the piston is at 
the bottom of the cylinder), and the air contained in the chamber 
and hollow piston, on the raising of the piston, is carried through a 
pipe in the side of the cylinder into a flexible or elastic bag, and, on 
the return stroke to deliver the liquid, the air again returns into the 
chamber and piston, and the elastic bag collapses, and so continues 
as the pump is worked, the liquid never rising above the bottom of 
the piston. The piston-rod is raised and lowered by the ordinary 
lever or handle, the short end of which is connected to the top of the 
piston-rod in the following manner :—A forked end is fixed on the 
top of the piston-rod, and the end of the lever plays between the 
lower of the arms of the fork; a connecting link is jointed at 
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of the lever is converted into a rectilinear motion in the piston-rod 
without injurious strain on the piston-rod. The piston-rod is con- 
nected to the piston by its lower end passing through the top of the 
hollow piston and bearing against the top of the stem in the piston ; 
the lower end of the piston-rod has an iron collar riveted on it, so 
that it cannot rise out of the piston; by this method of connecting 
the rod to the piston there is a slight play between them, so that any 
strain on the piston-rod is not communicated to the piston. The short 
end of the lever works under astop, which can be raised and lowered 
by a slot and screw-pin ; by means of this stop the amount of liquid 
delivered at each stroke ot the pump is regulated with nicety. The 
chambers which carry the valve-seats, and in which the valves work, 
are of cast iron and are enamalled. 


1300.—Joun Ramszottom, of Leeds, in the co. of York, hydraulic 
engineer, and THomas Massey Pgaxrce, of Bradford, in the said co., 
yarn agent, for ‘* Jmprovements in the construction of turbines and 
other hydraulic engines or apparatus for obtaining motive power, and 
for measuring the flow of liquids.’’ Patent dated May 3, 1867. 


These improvements comprise two arrangements, one intended to work 
water-tight and under the influence of pressure, and the other as an 
improved turbine or turbine-meter working by the velocity of flow. 
The water-engine is best adapted for pressures of 100 feet upwards, 
and the other for pressures from 100 feet downwards, the object being 
so to adapt the machinery to the circumstances as to enable the use of 
water to be more widely extended with advantage for purposes of 
motive power. ‘The distinguishing character of this turbine consists 
in the more complete manner in which the principle of opposite action 
and reaction are obtained, so that the yield of mechanical effect will 
be the greatest obtainable frem-velocity of flow. A circular vessel 
is constructed, close inside which is placed a hollow “ girdle,’’ taper- 
ing towards its inner circumference. This girdle, into which the 
water first passes from the supply-pipe, contains a number of orifices, 
through which the fluid is ejected so as to strike upon vanes con- 
structed near to the periphery of a wheel arranged to work within 
the aforesaid girdle without being in contact with the same. This 
wheel has closed sides, and its vanes are arranged to be in a line with 
the jets of the girdle, so that the water, in issuing from the jets upon 
the vanes of the wheel, is made to return almost directly backwards, 
the breadth of the wheel being greater than the breadth of the jets, 
to admit of the escape of the fluid on each side of the girdle, and 
from thence outwards. And as action and reaction are equal and 
opposite in dynamic forces, the wheel is thus driven round on its 
shaft in a more efficient manner than if otherwise constructed. 
Registering apparatus, to be driven from a worm on the turbine-shaft, 
is intended to be applied for’ measuring the water passing through 
the instrument when it is required for use as a water-meter. 

The arrangement for working as a water-engine under excessive 
pressure is constructed as follows :—Four cylinders are affixed or 
cast on a bed-plate, two at each end, parallel with cach other, and in 
a line with the two opposite cylinders. In each pair of cylinders a 
ram is placed, of sufficient length to extend from one cylinder to the 
other, these rams being made water-tight by packing-rings placed in 
each of the cylinder covers. On the rams betwixt these covers is fixed 
a pair of stud-pins to drive connecting-rods, to give motion to a pair 
of cranks on a shaft situate at the extremity of the bed-plate afore- 
said, as well as to work the valve gear. The cranks are constructed 
at right angles to each other, and the valves are placed in the middle 
of the bed-plate. The valve-box is cylindrical, and contains twe 
valves, worked from each end of the box by rocking-levers, actuated 
by the studs attached to the rams before mentioned. In this valve- 
box are four passages, two for each valve; each of these passages 
continues downwards, and passes through the bed-plate to each of 
the four cylinders. The valves are much like an ordinary plug-tap 
in appearance, being cylindrical, a divisional midfeather separating 
feed from exit ways; the rocking of these valves, opening alternate 
communication with the cylinders, causes the rams to be forced for- 
wards by the pressure, and the opposite end of the rams at this time 
forcing the water through the delivery-ports and outwards, and, as 
when one ram is in the middle of its stroke the other is at this time 
commencing its return stroke, a constant motion is thus obtained, 
which is transterred to the driving-shaft by means of the connecting- 
rods before mentioned. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


22.—James Septimus Cockrnos, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
civil engineer, and Ferpinanp Ports, also of Birmingham aforesaid, 
manager of works, for ‘“‘ Certain improvements in welded iron tubes 

or gas and other purposes where strength and lightness are required,” 

Jan. 3, 1868. 

40.—EvcEne Gourptn, of 113, Boulevard Sebastopol, Paris, merchant, 
for “‘An improved lighting-cane or stick.”’ Jan. 6, 1868. 

49.—Cuares Hurcuinson, of Tufnell Park Road, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, for ‘An improved liquid-meter tap.”’ Jan. 7, 1868. 

61.—James Ler Norton, of Belle Sauvage Yard, Ludgate Hill, in the City 
of London, and Wi111am Henry Battey, of the Albion Brass- Works, 
Salford, in the co. of Lancaster, brassfounder and steam-gauge manu- 
facturer, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for indicating and recording 
the fluctuations of the pressures and temperatures of liquids and fluids.” 
Jan, 7, 1868. 

71.—Freperick Francis OmMAnney, of Salford, in the co. of Lancaster, 

engineer, and Epwarp Scott, of the city of Manchester, in the same 

co., engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in forcing and raising water for 

Seeding boilers, and for other similar purposes.”’ Jan, 8, 1868. 

78 —Witu1am Epwarp Kenworrny, of Crown Point Road, Leeds, in 

the co, of York, agricultural chemist and oil merchant, for “Purifying 

drains and sewers,’” Jan. 8, 1868. 

108.—Natuan Honason, of New Barnet, in the co. of Hertford, machi- 








top to the top of the fork and at bottom to the end of the lever, and 
forms a parallel motion, by which the curvilinear motion of the end 














nist, for “‘ Improvements in engines to be worked by water pressure, 
compressed air, or other elastic fluid,” Jan. 11, 1868, 





























|| 8572.—James Ecrinton ANDERSON Gwynng, of Essex Street Works, 





50 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


(Jan. 21, 1868. 





117.—Joun Matspury Kirsy, of Northampton, in the co. of Northamp- 
ton, for “ Improvements in the means of and apparatus for generating 
steam and warming buildings.” Jan. 13, 1868. 

118.— Wim Firts, of Rose Villa, Viewforth, Edinburgh, in the co. 
of Mid Lothian, for “‘ Improvements in valves made from india-rubber 
or other similarly elastic material, the said valves being applicable in 
the construction of fluid or gaseous pumps, enemas, syringes, spray 
producers, and other instruments where valves are inuse.” Jan. 13, 
1867. ’ 

138,—Josuva Kipp, of St. Paul’s Wharf, in the City of London, engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in obtaining artificial light, and in apparatus 
employed therein.”’ Jan. 15, 1868. 

142,—Jason Eaoieton, of 22, Old Town, Clapham, in the co. of Surrey, 
for “ Improvements in the manufacture of ‘bellows regulators’ for 
water-closets,’’ Jan. 16, 1868. 

146.—Cuinton Epccumse Broomay, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Company, of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent 
agents, for “Improvements in gas heating and cooking apparatus.” 
A communication, Jan. 16, 1868, 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


3318.—Prrer Sarton, of 6, Great Smith Street, Westminster, in the co. 
of Middlesex, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas, 
and in the treatment and application of such and other gases for cook- 
ing, warming, lighting, generating of steam, and other purposes, com- 
bined with their use as a motive power previous to being burned or 
consumed, and improvements in the apparatus for these purposes,” 
Nov. 23, 1867. 

3578.—Wi.1AM Jackson and Josrru Dyer, of Birmingham, in the co. 
of Warwick, for ‘Improvements in the construction of valves and 
valve-cocks.’ Dec. 16, 1867. 

3630.—Witt1am Watxer, of Rochdale, in the co. of Lancaster, and 
Epwarp Hott, of Newton Heath, in the same co., for “‘ Improvements 
in direct-acting double-action steam-pumps.’’ Dec, 21, 1867. 

3656.—CHRISTOPHER PottinGER, of Anstruther, in the co. of Fife, N.B., 
shipbuilder, for ‘‘ Improvements in motive-power engines, part: of 
which improvements are applicable to the arrangement and construc- 
tion of pumps for raising and forcing liquids, fluids, and other sub- 
stances generally,’’ Dec, 24, 1867. 

3675.—Trist1z James Ex.is, of Abingdon Street, in the city of West- 
minster, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction and 
arrangement of apparatus for carburetting gas and atmospheric air.” 
Dee. 27, 1867. 

8685,—Jacoz GooprELLow, of the Atlas Works, Blackburn, in the co. 
of Lancaster, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in metallic pistons for 
steam-cylinders, air-cylinders, or pumps.’ Dec. 28, 1867. 

3687.—Witi1aM Fryer, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, plumber, 
for “‘ Improvements in self-closing taps.’ Dec. 28, 1867. 

38696.—CHartes Cuurcuitt, of Norwood, in the co. of Surrey, mer- 
chant, for “An improved gas-burner.’’ A communication. Dec. 28, 
1867. 

3706.—Marc Antoine Francois Mennons, of the firm of Mennons 
and Telescheff, of 8, Southampton Buildings, in the co. of Middlesex, 
and 53, Rue de la Chaussée d’Antin, Paris, in the empire of France, 
patent agents, for ‘‘ Improvements in the mode of and apparatus for 
combining the vapours of liquid hydrocarbons with oxygen and hydro- 
gen, and burning the mixture as fuel.’”” A communication. Dec, 31, 
1867. 

49,—Cuartes Hurcuinson, of Tufnell Park Road, Holloway, in the co, 
of Middlesex, for “An improved liquid-meter tap.’’ Jan. 7, 1868. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


24385.—Watrter CuristoPHEeR TuurGar, of the city of Norwich, sur- 
geon, for “Improvements in apparatus for regulating the supply of gas 
to burners.” Aug. 26, 1867. 

2639.—BensaMiIn FrankuiIn Stevens, of 17, Henrietta Street, Covent 
Garden, in the co. of Middlesex, gentleman, for “An improved illumi- 
nating roof and roof pavement.”’ A communication. Sept. 7, 1867. 

2548.—Ciinton EpecumBE Brooman, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Company, of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent 
agents, for “A new process for producing hydrogen.’’ A communica- 
tion. Sept. 9, 1867 

2549.—Freperick Totuavusen, of 149, Boulevard Magenta, Paris, in 
the empire of France, patent agent, for “An improved process and | 
apparatus for instantaneously disinfecting fecal and manuring mat- 
ters, improving the same, and also rendering them fit for feeding 
domestic animals.’’ A communication. Sept. 9, 1867. 

2564.—Jamers Raz, of Lower Sydenham, in the co. of Kent, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in portable apparatus for cleansing and filtering 
water for army and other purposes.”’ Sept. 10, 1867. 

2686.—Hvexu Forpss, of 184, Euston Road, N.W., parish of St. Pancras, 
in the co, of Middlesex, for “‘ mprovements in the construction of 
rotary pumps.” Sept. 24, 1867. 

2749.—Tnomas Weston, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, tube 
maker, for “An improvement or improvements in the manufacture of 
ornamental metallic tubes.” Sept. 30, 1867. 

6501.—Henry Bessemer, of Queen Street Place, Cannon Street, in the 
City of London, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of fire-bricks, 
tiles, and solid or hollow fire-lumps, and in the manufacture of retorts, 
pipes, crucibles, or other hollow vessels or moulds required to resist a 
high degree of heat, and also in the manufacture of ornamental bricks, 
tiles, quarries, trusses, bosses, vases, busts, figures, columns, capitals, 
bases, cornices, copings, tablets, finials, and other articles of an orna- 
mental character employed in buiiding and in architectural decora- 
tions.”” Dec. 9, 1867. 


Strand, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in sink- 
ing tubes or cylinders for obtaining and raising water, and in the 
apparatus for effecting the same.’’ Dec, 1€, 1867. | 





| creditors and shareholders, and that it was desirable the company should 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 


BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY UF) 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
3115.—WiL11aM BarpweE Lt, “An improved method of utilizing sewage | 
and urine, and for facilitating their passage through pipes, thereby | 
preventing the pollution of rivers and streams.’’ Dec. 16, 1864, 

3121.—James Wuite, ‘ Improvements in closets and commodes,’’ Dec. 
16, 1864. 

3134.—Ricuarp ARCHIBALD Brooman, ‘An improved liquid-meter,”’ | 
Dec. 17, 1864. 

3145,—Cuartes Wyatt Orrorp, “A new or improved apparatus for 
measuring water and other fluids.”’ Dec, 19, 1864. 

3146,—Sir Jonn Gray, “ Improved taps or cocks for regulating the flow 
of water into, through, or from cisterns, pipes, and other receptacles 
or conduits.” Dec. 19, 1864. 

8155.—Henazt Drunezav and Prerre Lawer, sen, “An improved) 
double suction-pump, suitable for pumping bilge water out of shwps,’’ 
Dec. 20, 1864. 

3182.—James Byrne, *‘ Improvements in governors.’ Dec, 22, 1864, 

3213.—JoHn WolsTENHOLME, “An improved implement for cutting 
pipes and bars of metal,’’ Dec. 26, 1864. 

$252.—Lovuis Puirere Epovarp Max, “ Improvements in treating oils. 
and hydrocarbons, and in apparatus for the same, and other opera- | 
tions in which matters have to be purified, clarified, and refrigerated, 
or condensed.” Dec. 30, 1864. 

5.—Joun FREDERICK ParKER and JosePH TANNER, “ Improvements in 
the manufacture of oxygen gas, and in treating and economizing the 
residual products of the said manufacture.” Jan. 2, 1865. 

11—Martin Benson, “An improvement in ordinary lift and force) 
pumps.” Jan, 3, 1865, 














“Leqai intelligence. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. 


Monpay, JAN. 13, 1868. 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Sir R. MAutns.) 

In re THE COUNTY AND GENERAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

In this case two petitions had been filed to wind up the company—one 
by Mr. Craufurd, M.P., the chairman of the directors,and the other by 
Mr. Stephenson Clarke, a coal merchant, who is a creditor and also a 
shareholder of the company. 

Mr. Gass, Q.C., on behalf of Mr. Craufurd, stated the circumstances 
under which his petition had been presented, and said it was clear thé 
company must be wound up, the only question being whether there ought 
to be acompulsory or a voluntary winding up. Mr. Stephenson Clarke, 
who was a judgment creditor, had issued executions against the company 
into three counties, and it was to prevent the sale of the plant under such 
unfavourable conditions that the petition had been filed. ‘he only ground 
of opposition to the prayer of the petition was the erroneous opinion enter- 
tained by some of the shareholders that, if the order were made upon Mr. 
Cranfurd’s petition, he would have the control of the winding up. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said he thought, perhaps, the better way would 
be to make the order upon both petitions, and give the conduct to Mr. 
Craufurd. 

Mr. GuAsss said he had no objection to the order being made upon both 
petitions, except that it might seem to cast an imputation upon his client. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR thought there could be no imputation. There | 
seemed to be nothing to do in this case but to realize the assets. 

Mr. Osporne, Q.C., said he appeared for Mr. Erasmus Wilson, the holder 
of 475 shares, and Mr, H. P. Stephenson, the holder of 60 shares, to oppose 
the order upon Mr. Craufurd’s petition. A meeting had been held of the 
shareholders and creditors (which he admitted was not a meeting under the 
provisions of the Act, nor one that could pass a resolution for the purpose 
of a voluntary winding up), at which it was unanimously resolved that to 
place the winding up by Mr. Craufurd in the hands of the solicitor for the 
intended purchaser of some of the works of the company, and of a liquidator 
nominated by that solicitor, would be most injurious to the interests of the 


be wound up voluntarily, under the supervision of the Court of Chancery. 

Mr. Corton, Q.C., said he appeared for the company, instructed by Mr. 
Bristow, their solicitor, and supported Mr. Craufurd’s petition. 

Mr. Pearson said he represented 14 shareholders, holding 1168 shares, 
and creditors to the amount of £410. 

Mr. GLASsE said nine-tenths of the shareholders supported it, and the 
bulk of the creditors were favourable to a compulsory winding up. 

Mr. J. Naprer Hicerys said he appeared for the holders of 257 shares, 
who supported neither contention, but thought upon the whole that a com- 
pulsory order would be the best. The only desire of his clients was to 
prevent the undue influence of the gentlemen who were forming the new 
company. He did not see how there could be a voluntary winding up, but 
if there could he would not object to it. 

Mr. Roperts appeared for 1731 shares, and for creditors to the amount 
of £8300. He also represented Mr. Crossley and Mr, Kirkham, two of the 
directors, who were liable for a debt of £8000. He thought there must be 
a compulsory order, and the sooner it was granted the better. 

Mr. BrownkE said he was with Mr. Osborne, and represented 2335 shares, 
The largest shareholders appeared by Mr. Turner, who was not present, 
and they supported a voluntary winding up. His clients were liable for the 
£8000, and were willing to pay it. In that way he represented between 
£16,000 and £17,000 of the debts of the company. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said he thought when property was to be sold a 
compulsory order was the most advantageous. 

Mr. GuasseE said they all knew that a sale under the order of the court 
was better than a sale by voluntary liquidators; but without the smallest 
reserve or hesitation he submitted himself on behalf of Mr. Craufurd to 
the court. If it could be made out to his honour’s satisfaction that it would 
be cheaper and better to have a voluntary winding-up order, and at the 
same time it was practicable to get one and to carry on the company 
meanwhile, he should be content with the order in that form. If there 
were any foundation for the allegations which had been pointed at, that 
the directors had mismanaged or lost the property of the company, then 
inasmuch as such mismanagement could be exposed better under a com- 
pulsory than under a voluntary winding up, he, on the part of those whom 
he represented, desired that that course should be adopted. 
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Mr. Hunter said he appeared with Mr. Glasse, and might state that they 
represented 7837 shares altogether. There were only 150 shareholders in 
the company, the large majority of whom supported Mr. Craufurd in his 
petition. He thought if his honour knew what took place at the meeting 
on the 6th of January, he would see at once that a compulsory order was 
most essential. There were many imputations cast upon Mr. Craufurd at 
that meeting, the whole of which would be set aside if a sale of the pro- 
perty of the company took place under the direct supervision of the court. 

Mr. Corron, on behalf of the company, said of course the point he had 
to urge upon his honour was, that as there must be a winding up, it should 
be done in the best way in the interests of the shareholders. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR said he thought it was quite clear there must be 
an order upon Mr. Craufurd's petition, and probably on both. 

Mr. Corron said the question was, whether the winding up should be 
voluntary or otherwise. If voluntary, both petitions must stand over for 
three weeks, in order that two meetings of the shareholders might be held. 

Sir RounpELt PameR: Seven days only. 

Mr. Corton said it must be for a fortnight at least, and then they were 
not certain how many more creditors they might have appearing filing a 
mass of affidavits to show why there should not be a voluntary winding 
up. What advantage would arise from a voluntary liquidation, supposing 
his honour should be of opinion that such would be the proper course, 
under the supervision of the court? 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: Are the company effectively lighting the towns 
now? 

Mr, Cotron: Yes. 

The Vice-CHANcELLOr: Is it expected that the towns, or some one con- 
nected with the towns, will buy the works? 

Mr. Corron: I believe there is a proposition in one to form a company. 

Mr. Guasse: They are really at this moment trying to get up a 





|| company. 


The Vice-CHaNceLLor: They are all places large enough to have works 
of their own. 

Mr. Corton said it was highly probable that, when this company went to 
pieces, a number of companies would spring up to occupy its place. With 
reference to the mode of dealing with the present applications, he remarked 
that this was not like the case of a bank where there were many creditors 
to arrange with. They had only the property to realize, and he thought 
that could be done better and with less contest and litigation under a com- 
pulsory order, ; 

Mr. RovrEtt, who appeared with Mr. Cotton, pointed to the state of feel- 
ing among the shareholders, and remarked that dissensions among share- 
holders in a case of this sort meant litigation and expense, which would be 
avoided if a compulsory order were granted. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR inquired whether there was any doubt that the 
property would be enough to pay the creditors. 

Mr. Roupe.t said there would be more than enough. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR remarked that, if that were admitted, the cre- 
ditors had no voice in the matter. It was only when there was a deficiency 


,, of assets that they were interested. 


Sir RounDELL PALMER said he did not admit it. 
Mr. Rovpeu said the debts were about £30,000, of which £15,000 was 


|| due to Mr. Craufurd. Amongst the directors, Mr. Craufurd was the holder 


of 150 shares; Mr. Kirkham, 100; Mr. Crossley, 86; and Mr. Robert Clarke, 
100. Mr. Crossley and Mr. Kirkham concurred in the petition of Mr. Crau- 


||} furd; and Mr. Robert Clarke, who was the brother of the execution creditor, 
dissented from it. 


Mr, GuassE said all the directors concurred in the proposal to wind up 
the company, but did not concur in the person nominated by Mr, Craufurd 
as the liquidator. Mr. Stephenson Clarke, the execution creditor, was the 
holder of 100 shares in the company, which he had lately bought. 

Sir RounpELL PALMER, who appeared for Mr. Stephenson Clarke, denied 
that his client was a registered shareholder. 

Mr. Parker, the secretary of the company, was called, and, in answer to 
questions by the court, said Mr. Stephenson Clarke was a registered share- 
holder. The point still being disputed, the share-register was sent for, and 
it appeared there that Mr. Clarke was registered as the transferee of 100 
shares from Mr. Lysley, a late director, in November last. 

Mr. Roperts said he appeared on behalf of a large number of shareholders 
to support a compulsory order. He appeared for Mr. Crossley, the holder 
of 86 shares,and Mr. Kirkham, the holder of 100 shares, both of them 
directors of the company. He appeared also for nine other shareholders, 
amongst whom was Mr. Gaskill, who held 725 shares: Mr. Haigh, who held 
250 shares; Mr. Martin, 294 shares; and Mr. Grigley, 155 shares. The total 
number of shares he represented was 1731. He also appeared on behalf of 
the trustees of Mrs, Craufurd’s settlement tor £2000; Mr. Crawshaw, £5000; 
Mr. Gaskill, £300; Mr. Martin, £1000; aitogether, £8300. Besides this, Mr. 
Kirkham and Mr. Crossley were liable for £2000 to the bankers, and they 
were also liable, in the first instance, for the mortgage debt of £8000. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR: You represent the majority of the creditors. 

Mr. OssBorneE: I appear for creditors to the amount of £6000. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOK: You appear to be in a pretty easy position. 

Mr. Roperts: We have offered to pay them the money, and they will 
not take it without six months interest. 

The Vick-CHANcELLOR: If you are unwilling to receive your money 
without six months interest, 1 must treat you as a man who has perfect 
faith in his security. 

Mr. Ossorne: I think the creditors have no voice here. 

The Vice-CuancELtor: I suspect there is plenty to pay the creditors. 
At all events,I conclude that from assets and personal liabilities the 
creditors are safe. 

Mr. Rosests said that to the £18,000 he had referred to must be added the 
sum personally due to Mr. Craufurd—£4200 for money lent—making a 
total of £22,500. The entire debts of the company were about £30,000, or, 
as stated by Mr. Stephenson Clarke, £27,000. ‘The creditors who supported 
the voluntary winding up were very few, and of the total number of shares 
represented the holders of 1703 only adopted that course, while the holders 
of 2131 shares were in favour of a compulsory order. He therefore appeared 
for the majority of creditors and shareholders, and the Act of Parliament 
said the wish of the majority was to be regarded in this matter. He might 
also claim Mr. Stephenson Clarke on his side, as his petition prayed fur a 
compulsory order. Before an order to wind up voluntarily could be granted 
there must be a resolution adopted by the shareholders under the provisions 
of the 129th section of the Act of 1862, which enacted that—* When a re- 


nay make an order directing that the voluntary winding up shall con- 


jtinue.” There was nothing here in the way of busis for a voluntary order 


to stand upon. The petitions must take effect from the time they were 
presented. Mr. Craufurd’s petition was presented on the 20th of December, 





—— = 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


5 


1 


and Mr. Stephenson Clarke's on the 6th of January. Every process upon 
those petitions must have reference to those dates. Was it to be said, 
especially with regard to persons not now present, that any one could come 
to the court without any resolution of the shareholders and ask for a volun- 
tary winding up. If there was to be a supervision order, the hearing of the 


holders could be legally held, and at such 2 meeting the resolution, accord- 
ing to the 51st section, must be carried by three-fourths of the parties 
present. 

Mr. Guasse: Which the numbers here siiow they could not get. 

Sir RounpELt Patmer: We are quite willing to try that. 

_ The Vicr-Cuancettor: You would certainly have a very stormy meet- 
ing, which would be one benefit. 

Mr. Roperts said it would necessarily involve delay, which would tend 
to the depreciation of the property of the company; and he believed, under 
& supervision order, it would be impossible to realize the assets. The 
Master of the Rolls bad decided that if a creditor came forward with a 
petition to wind up, unless the company were ready to pay his debt, he was 
entitled, as of right, to a compulsory order. Mr. Craufurd was in that 
position, and if the matter now stood over he would present a petition as a 
creditor, and claim as of right his order, unless the company would pay his 
debt, and relieve him from his liability. How could the company be in- 
jured by a compulsory order upon the present petition? If those who 
opposed it thought the parties were going to sell the property wrongly, they 
could go before his honour in chambers and restrain them. 

Mr. Hiaars said he appeared for Mr. Joseph Quick, Mr. W. H. Crockford, 
and Mr. Edward Whiffen, who held together 257 shares, and one of whom 
was a debenture holder. He did not support either view, but he thought a 
voluntary winding up was most desirable, if practicable. Their only fear| 
was that Mr. Craufurd and his friends would have so large a vote that they 
could go in under their absolute order, get their own liquidator appointed, 
and sell the property as they thought fit, or form a new company to buy up 
the concern. That would be a similar case to the Buxton Hotel Company, | 
which the court interfered to restrain. | 

The Vice-CHancettor: If it is made clear to me in chambers that any | 
of these things are going to be bougit in that way, I will prevent it. } 

Mr. Guassn It is contradicted on the evidence. 

The Vice-CHanceLitor: How much difference do you expect it will 
make in the expense whether the winding up is voluntary or compulsory? | 

Mr. Hicetxs: Very mueh, with reference to making a good title. 

The Vice-CHancetvor: In either case you can make conditions of sale. 








Mr. Hiceixs: Some is leasehold and some freehold. 


| 

} 

| 

How is the property held? | 
The Vice-Cuancettor: I do not suppose it will make much difference. | 


If the question of title does not come before the court, it will go before} 
| private solicitors, I do not think, from what I can see of the state of the 
company, your proposed meeting would come to anything. 


there is in the hands of the shareholders the better. I can very well imagine 
that the company would call a meeting, and that the meeting would spend | 
the whole day in discussing that which the court would decide for them in 
five minutes. 

Sir RouNDELL PALMER argued in support of a voluntary winding up, and| 
quoted from Mr. Lindley’s book on joint-stock companies to prove that 
such a course of proceeding would save both delay and expense. The pro- | 
perty of this company consisted of gas-works in various towns, which} 
could not be disposed of at a moment’s notice, nor in the ordinary way. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR remarked that the liquidators would have great 
hold upon the towus, because they could say,“ We shall leave you in dark- 
ness in a week.” 

Sir RounDELL PALMER said the towns would not be able at once to set| 
up machinery, and probably the thing could not be done without an Act of! 
Parliament. It was not very likely a company would be formed to take| 
the whole of the works, and there would be delicate negotiations necessary | 
for the formation of new companies, which must be spread over a consider-| 
able period of time. If the liquidator bad to come to the court at every 
stage of the proceedings, it was obvious that great expense would be 
incurred, and, during the whole of the time, meaus must be taken to carry 
on the works. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said he did not think the practice was to bring 
everything before the court. He had power to leave the matter in the 
hands of the official liquidator, whether under a compulsory or voluntary 
order. He should not expect at every stage of the negotiations to have to 
interfere. 

Sir Rounpe tt Pater said no doubt the court had power to do so, but 
it was not usually exercised. In practice, whether in court or in chambers, 
the Vice-Chancellor only acted upon the instigation of parties. As a 
matter of fact, he was told that the court was not in the habit of emanci-| 
pating the official liquidator from coming before the court. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said his impression was that such was the| 
practice. Certainly, in the present case, from what he saw, he should| 
necessarily commit the management of the business mainly to the| 
liquidator. He was inclined to think the difference was fanciful rather| 
than real. 

Sir RounDELL PALMER read the affidavits filed in support of his petition, | 
disclosing the position of the company,and Mr, Stephenson Clarke's pro- | 
ceedings on the debts due to him. In the course of so doing, 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said where the object of all parties is to get as 
much as possible out of the property it is a pity you cannot agree. I would! 
suggest whether you cannot make an arrangement. I think it might be 
done in this way: Supposing there is a compulsory order, I should take} 
care to exercise the power given me by the 96th section, and intimate that! 
the ofticial liquidator shall be armed with authority to act without, on all 
occasions, applying to the court; that he shall act in a reasonable manner! 
upon his own responsibility, as if it were a voluntary winding up. ‘The 
question will come whether Mr. White should be the official liquidator. | 

Mr. GuAsse: I do not ask you to appoint Mr. White. I need not remind 
you that the ordinary compulsory order sends it into chambers to appoint 
an Official liquidator. ' | 

The Vice-Cuancetior: I have intimated that I will take care the offi-| 
cial liquidator is armed with the powers under the 96th section, I cannot} 
understand why there should be delay. 


| 
The less power 
| 


Instead of having the inconveni- 
ence of calling meetings and having a rehearing of the case, I cannot help 





soiution has been passed by a company to wind up voluntarily, the court | 


= 


Mr. OsBoRNE: I must ask you to give the shareholders, for whom I 
| appear, liberty to attend. 

The Vice-CHanceLtor: They will have it. I think, Sir Roundell 
Palmer, the difference is all about nothing. If I make an order now, | 
will take care, as I have already done in the Buxton Hotel case, that as 
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petitions now on the file must stand over until a meeting of the share-,’ 
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thinking this course will be the best. | } 
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soon as it is made clear to me that there is an adverse interest, the thing 
shall not go on. 

Mr. Hicerns: In that case the liquidator was withdrawn. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: Will you withdraw Mr. White? 

Mr. GuassE: There have been charges made against him. 

The Vice-CHANcELLor: There are no charges against him. : 

Mr. Guasse: Your honour has not heard any of those angry and im- 
proper observations that have been made on both sides. ; 

he Vice-CHANCELLoR: Gentlemen when they are in a concern like 
this only get angry, but that will not get the money hack again. These 
gentlemen have been very unfortunate. J am afraid most of them will 
Jose money, and the sooner they realize the property of the company 
the better. They will certainly spend more money by having a post- 
ponement. : 

Mr. Guiasse: Make an order upon both petitions, leaving it to go into 
chambers. 

The Vice-CHanceLtor: My impression is, that if this were a voluntary 
winding up it would be so very much like a compulsory one that it would 
make very little difference; and, on the other hand, I think if it is a com- 
pulsory order, I can make it so much like a voluntary one that there will be 
no substantial difference between you, I, therefore, strongly urge it upon 
you that all parties should consent to an absolute winding-up order, with- 
out prejudice as to who is to be the liquidator. 

After some considerable discussion, 

Sir RounDELL PALMER said he believed arrangements would be made to 
carry out the suggestions of the court, but, that there might be no mis- 
understanding, he asked that the matter might stand over for a few days. 

Mr. GLAssE said there was only one matter he desired now to refer to. 
Certain observations had been made respecting Mr. Craufurd being the 
intending purchaser of the works, He had affidavits to show that such 
was not the case. 

The Vice-CuancELtor remarked that the affidavit of Mr. Stephenson 
Clarke showed that Mr. Craufurd was anxious to obtain the highest price 
for the works. 

Mr. Guasss hoped that all imputations would be withdrawn. 

Sir RounpELL Patmer: I feel free to say my impression, from the 
papers, was that Mr. Craufurd was anxious to make an arranggnent—which 
he theught, probably, was for the company’s interest—for finding a pur- 
chaser for the works, but I do not find anything which would warrant me 
to think that he intended himself to be the purchaser. 

The matter was then adjourned till Friday. 


Frinay, Jan. 17. 

Mr. GuaAsse said that, since the case was last before the court, terms had 
been arranged, a copy of which he would hand in. The first paragraph 
would, of course, require some alteration if his honour made an order to 
wind up under section 96 of the Companies Act, as they asked him to do. 
The terms were as follows:— 


1, Let an order be made to wind up compulsorily on both petitions; an order to be 
hereafter made under section 96 of the Companies Act, conferring full powers on 
the official liquidators. 

2. Mr. Stephenson Clarke forthwith to withdraw executions. 

3. Mr. Henry Palfrey Stephenson and Mr. William Joseph White to be appointed 
joint official liquidators. 

4. All affidavits containing any personal matter to be (by leave of his honour) 
taken off the file, and that the parties by their counsel now mutually withdraw any 
=. gam of unfair or dish rable conduct which may be held to be contained 

n them. 

5. Mr. Craufurd and Mr. Erasmus Wilson to be at liberty to attend proceedings 
as representatives of and on behalf of the shareholders, but by one solicitor only, 
and whose costs are to be paid out of estate. 





init, 


Mr. Hitt, in opening the case for the petitioners, stated what transpired 
at the preceding sessions, read the petitions, and also — extracts from 
the affidavits, stating that the affidavits referred to four points, first, the 
depreciation-fund, which he contended the company had no right to have; 
secondly, the reserve-fund, which was limited to £5000; thirdly, wrongful 
deductions, for instance, income-tax, the dividends being paid free of 
income-tax; and, fourthly, the general state of the accounts of the con- 
cern. Referring to the depreciation-fund, which he contended did not show 
the actual condition according to the last accounts filed, which amounts 
to £8692, he (Mr. Hill) said the case of his clients was that the reserve- 
fund (shown by the accounts to amount to £4414) was the only fund which 
the company were entitled to provide to meet their requirements; there 
was no mention of a depreciation-fund in the Acts of Parliament. 

Mr. Spooner said there was nothing in the Acts to prevent the compan 
carrying on their business on the ordinary mercantile principles. He too’ 
the object of the reserve-fund to be to equalize dividends up to 10 per 
cent., and meet contingencies, such as the blowing up of a gasometer, 
which could not be considered as ordinary wear and tear; and he pointed 
out that by one of the sections of the Act the expense of enlarging, re- 
pairing, or improving the works was to be provided out of the profits, the 
balance only to be apportioned among the shareholders. 

Mr. Hitt contended that the reserve-fund was intended to answer the 
same purposes as those for which the company claimed the depreciation- 
fund, and pointed out items of “wear and tear” in the profit and loss 
account, and also sums of £500 each which had been applied to the depre- 
ciation-fund. 

In answer to the Eartof Licur1etp, Mr. Hitz said the depreciation-fund 
appeared to have been made up of sums of £500 each, put by half yearly. 
He went on to contend that they were entitled to know where the reserve- 
fund was invested. 

The Earl of Licur1exp said he supposed Mr. Hill also wanted to know 
how the depreciation-fund was invested. 

Mr, Hiuu replied that his clients said the company were not entitled to 
have a depreciation-fund at all. His contention was that it was not 
apparent on the accounts what is the actual state and condition of the 
concern, and if he showed that to be the case he thought the bench would 
say that an accountant should be appointed. First, as to the depreciation- 
fund, could any one say it was patent on the face of the accounts what was 
its actual state? In reply to the chairman, he proceeded to say that the 
depreciation-fund appeared in the accounts for the first time in 1859. The 
accounts did not show what rate of dividend had been paid, but his clients 
learned that it had been 10 per cent. from the reports, copies of which had 
been given them within the last few days. 

Mr. Morreram said that if his lordship supposed that the depreciation- 
fund, as it was called, was a sum of money set apart to meet depreciation 
it was an utter mistake. ‘To use the word “fund” was a wrong mode of 
describing it, for what was meant was this: it was a sum of money spent 
in keeping up the plant and stock to their original state, and preventing 
depreciation, as was dune in railways. When an item for wear and tear 
appeared in the accounts, that was the ordinary current expense, but the 
depreciation-fund represented money taken from the earnings to prevent 
the depreciation of the property. 

Mr. Hicx then read from the affidavit of Mr. Laundy, a professional 
accountant of Birmingham, a statement to the effect that there had been a 
creation of new shares not provided for by the Act; that the accounts did 
not contain a proper statement of the reserve-fund; that the reserve-fund 
was limited to £5000, whereas it appeared that, under the heads of reserve 
and depreciation, it exceeded the sum of £13,000 in 1866; that there was a 
fictitious entry of £1 10s. 8d. in the accounts to make them balance; that 
the ts transmitted to the clerk of the peace, in his opinion, did not 





6. Costs of all parties appearing on the petition to be paid as between 
and client, including shorthand writers bills, printers charges, costs of circulars, 
the travelling expenses of Mr. Craufurd to Chipping Norton, &c., costs of and 
incidental to the London Tavern meeting, the fees of the two solicitors of Mr. 
Kirkham and Mr. Hay respectively for attending such meeting, and costs of affi- 
davits already filed, but which are to be removed from the file. 

His Honour read the terms, and asked if all parties agreed to them. 

Sir RounpELL Paumer: All parties agree, your honour. 

His Honour: I think they seem exceedingly reasonable. Then an order 
will be made. 

: a RounDELL PALMER: We will alter the form of the first paragraph a 
ittle bit. 

His Honour: Let counsel sign the form. There will be an order on the 
two first petitions—one order on both. 

The minutes were then signed, and the proceedings terminated. 





PROPOSED INVESTIGATION OF THE WOLVERHAMPTON 
GAS COMPANY,S ACCOUNTS. 
WoLvVERHAMPTON EpipHany Sessions, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 1. 
(Before the Eart or Licurieip, Chairman, and a bench of Magistrates.) 

Mr. Sravetey Hiwu and Mr. Youne (instructed by Mr. E. J. Hayes, 
town-clerk of Wolverhampton) appeared for the petitioners; and Mr. 
Motreram and Mr. Bosanquet (instructed by Mr. Manby) appeared on 
behalf of the company. 

At the last quarter sessions for this county an application was made on 
the part of the corporation and two other petitioners under the Gas Act, 
for the appointment of an accountant to examine and ascertain the actual 
state of the concern of the Wolverhampton Gas Company, the petitioners 
alleging that the company had a depreciation-fund of several thousand 
pounds, for which there was no authority in the Acts of Parliament, and 
that, therefore, as the company were paying the full dividend allowed by 
law—viz., 10 per cent.—that sum juane to be applied in reduction of the 
price of the gas. On that occasion the application was deferred, and the 
court gave instructions for the filing of affidavits in support of the appli- 
cation,.and by the company in answer thereto, which having been duly 
filed, the case again came before the court. ¥ 

It appears that the Wolverhampton Gas Company, besides having an Act 
of their own, come under the Gas Clauses Act, which provides that the 
dividends to the shareholders shall not exceed 10 per cent., and that the 
reserve-fund shall not be more than £5000. The same Act requires the 
company, each January, to file with the clerk of the peace for the county 
an account in abstract of their total receipts and expenditure for the year 
preceding, with a statement of the balance of such account, and gives the 
Court of Quarter Sessions power, on the petition of two gas ratepayers, 
to nominate and appoint sume accountant or other competent person to 
examine and ascertain the actual state of the concern and make a report; 
and if it appears that the profits of the company for the preceding year 
had exceeded the prescribed rate, they may make such rateable reduction 
in the rate charged for gas as in the judgment of the court shall be 
proper. 











meet the requirements of the Act, it being impossible to ascertain there- 
from what was the actual state and condition of the undertaking; and that 
16} per cent. dividend had been paid free of income-tax. The learned 
counsel then said he knew of no power in the Acts authorizing the com- 
pany to divide more than 10 per cent., but it appeared that they had been 
paying income-tax on their dividends, thus increasing the dividends pro 
tanto. 

Mr. Motreram contended that the company were entitled to pay 10 per 
cent. clear of all taxes. 

Mr. Hix said that, apart from the two questions of depreciation and 
reserve, the total capital was £88,960, 10 per cent. per annum on which 
amount was £8896, and, on the testimony of Mr. Laundy, he submitted to 
the court, with the greatest confidence, that there was no living person in 
that court who could go into the accounts transmitted to the clerk of the 
peace and say whether the sum paid in dividends was greater or less than 
that amount, and if that were so they did not show the actual state of the 
affairs of the company. 

Mr. Morreram remarked that there was not a paper published in Wol- 
verhampton that did not show what dividend was paid, and there was 
nobody in Wolverhampton who did not know the fact. 

Mr. Hitt, referring to the accounts for two half years, said there was a 
considerable difference between the amount shown to be available for 
dividends and the dividends paid, and there was nothing to show what had 
become of the balance. 

Mr. Motreram said the balance had been carried forward towards the 
next dividend. 

The Eart of Licurietp remarked that he supposed all the profit not 
expended in paying dividends was applied to the depreciation-fund instead 
of reducing the price of gas; he could see no other way of accounting for 
it. The only question was, what right they had to the depreciation-fund; 
because they might go on perpetually adding to it if it had no limit. 

‘ Mr. Morreram said that in the sense of “fund” there was no depreciation- 
und. 

Mr. Hitt having finished his statement, 

Mr. Youne rose, and was proceeding to address the court on the part of 
the petitioners, when 

The Ear. of LicuFtevp said that he should like Mr. Motteram to show 
him that the company had the right to go on putting profit to the credit of 
a depreciation-fund. 

Mr. Morreram repeated that in the sense of a “fund” no depreciation- 
fund existed, but money was taken from the profit, before the dividend was 
paid, in order to keep up the stock to its original sum. If his lordship would 
Jook to the accounts, he would see that the total cost of the works was 
about £90,258 3s. 4d., and it was customary for gas companies to set aside 
1 per cent. to form a depreciation-fund, but this company had only set aside 
about 16s. per cent.; they had taken money from profit to prevent the 
property depreciating, that was all they had done, and that, he submitted 
they were entitled to do by law. His lordship had said there was no limit 
to this fund, but there was this limit—that no more was to be taken from 
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the ry than was fairly required for keeping the works in a state equal to 
yield the full 10 per cent. dividend. Any sum beyond that they were not 
entitled to, and had not got. 

The Eart of LicuFievp said he should like to know upon what ground 
the ag paid income-tax upon the dividends. 

Mr. Morreram replied that that was a question of law, which he was 
prepared to argue at the proper time, but had nothing to do with the point 
now before the court, which was simply whether an aecountant should be 
appointed to examine the accounts, 

he Eart of LicuFiEtp said he did not agree with the learned counsel, 
On the contrary, it was one of the points on which the court was to form its 
opinion whether an accountant ought to be appointed. If it found that the 
company, which was limited to a 10 per cent. dividend, was paying more 
by oy Spereea gens he should be clearly of opinion that that money 
ought to be going in reduction of the price of gas. He had no doubt of that 
in his own mind; he might be wrong, but he did not think he was; but this 
was one point on which he thought the court would feel there was ground 
for inquiry into the accounts, 

Mr. Morreram remarked that if such was the opinion of the court it was 
a matter that could not be resisted, but there was no good in appointing an 
accountant at a large expense, or any expense at all, and at great incon- 
venience to the company, to investigate a fact which was admitted. 

The Ear of LicHFigxp said it was only one among several points. His 
lordship then intimated that it was not necessary for Mr. Hill to go further 
into his case, but if Mr. Motteram would address the court with reference 
to the depreciation-fund, they would afterwards be in a position to decide. 

Mr. MorreramM contended that the company had done all the Act re- 

uired of them, and even more, but that his learned friend, Mr. Hill, with 
the assistance of a very able accountant (Mr. Laundy), had endeavoured to 
mystify the accounts. However, he should be able to show the court, by 
an accountant as able as the gentleman employed on the other side, that if 
the accounts were looked at with the determination to understand them, 
they could be easily understood by those who chose to look at them. 
he Eart of LicHFi1eEtp observed that there could be no doubt that the 
form of accounts before the board complied with the letter of the Act of 
Parliament. 

Mr. MorreraM, in continuation, said that as the petitioners had got the 
information upon which they were enabled to come to the court out of the 
accounts delivered by the company, he thought it was only fair they should 
believe that the directors were actuated by fair and proper motives, and he 
contended that the court were not to appoint an accountant at the expense 
of the company because the petitioners mystified accounts filed by the com- 
pany, which accounts were easily intelligible by those who chose to under- 
stand them, and clear when they were rightly understood. Section 31 of 
the Gas-Works Clauses Act told them, with regard to the reserve-fund, that 
it was to make up to the statutable amount dividends which may have 
been beiow that amount in a previous year, and to meet any extraordinary 
claim or demand which may at any time arise against the company, such 
as an explosion or a fire; and he asked if there was any pretence for saying 
that the limit of £5000 had been exceeded. Mr. Homer, the secretary to 
the company, in his affidavit, said the reserve-fund did not, and had not, 
exceeded £5000, and the accounts showed it; therefore there was no ground 
here for the appointment of an accountant. Now he came to the deprecia- 
tion-fund. The court would find an item in the balance-sheet—‘ Cost of 
works, £90,258 13s. 4d.,” and in the profit and loss account there was an 
item of £4119 3s, 2d., which was the actual expense during the year of 
repairs, replacing retorts, &c., which were requiring repair every year. In 
the same account was an item of £500 for depreciation, that amount having 
been appropriated out of profits, before the division among the shareholders; 
and the total amount put to depreciation was £8692. Now, that sum was 
to be deducted from the value of the works, leaving their present value 
£81,566 0s. 9d. It was only by the aid of the depreciation-fund, which had 
been spent in keeping up the value of the works, that the plant, &c., was 
made up to its original cost. 

The Eart of Licurietp: You say, in fact, that the plant of the company 
is not worth £90,258 without the £8692? 

Mr. Motreram: Exactly. 

The Ear of Licurieup: According to that the gas consumers are not 
to have the benefit of a reduction in the price until it amounts to £90,258? 
Mr. Morreram replied, surely not. If the directors did not take out of 
profit such a sum as was necessary to keep the works up to their original 
cost, they would soon find themselves in the Gazette. Their custom was 
this—to make the profits first; then to provide for keeping their stock up 
to its original value out of the profits—and they were only dealing fairly 
and honestly by themselves in keeping the stock up to its original value— 
and next to divide the balance; that was exactly what they had done, and 
nothing more. ; 
The Ean of Licnr1etp asked whether the £4419 put down as wear and 
tear in one of the accounts did not keep the works in good working condi- 
tion—as good as when they were originally made. 

Mr. Morreram replied that beyond all question it did not. The directors 
had to take a sum beyond that, in order to keep the works up to their 
original value. 

The Ear of Licurieip remarked that the company seemed to provide 
year by year for that, independent of the depreciation-fund, as the court 
saw by the item of £4419. 

Mr. Morreram said they might proceed in another way, but they had 
thought it more advantageous to manage their gas-works and accounts in 
the way they had done, and surely no person had a right to complain of 
the way in which they dealt with their own property. His learned friend 
had not told the court how fairly the company had acted with the public. 
Excepting two or three instances, this company supplied gas lower than it 
was sold in any town in the kingdom. All the company asked was to be 
judged by their actions; they had lowered the price of gas from 5s. per 
1000 cubic feet to 2s. 9d., and in all probability it would be turther reduced; 
and they asked to be judged by their actions, and not by the observations 
of interested parties. 

The Eart of LicHriexp intimated that there was nothing to prevent the 
company raising the price of gas at any time. 

Mr. Morreram said that, commercially speaking, that could not be done, 
or if it were it would be used as a great argument in favour of another bill. 
The Eart of Licnrietp asked whether the depreciation-fund was not 
applicable to the same purposes as the reserve-fund. 

Mr. Morrrram replied in the negative, observing that it was impossible 
to use the depreciation-fund for equalizing dividends or for meeting future 
contingencies, as it was already spent in keeping the property up to its 
original value. 

The Eanu of Licuriep said that if the depreciation-fund, which was 















said to stand at £8692, was spent, he was more at a loss than ever to know 
what it was. 

Mr. Morreram stated that the affidavits explained what was meant by 
the depreciation-fund. It consisted of amounts appropriated from profits, 
at the rate of 16s, per cent.,to make up for depreciation, the whole of the 
amounts so appropriated amounting to £8962; but it did not exist in — 
—it had been spent, and there was no fund existing except the reserve- 

The Eart of Licurretp: Then why does the item of £500 appear as a 
separate item? why was it not put as a part of the £4419? 

Mr. MorrerAm said there was a difference of opinion as to whether it 
was the right way of putting it or not. Mr. Laundy thought it wrong, and 
Mr. Percival and Mr. Smith, on the other side, thought it right. The 
learned counsel read Mr. Joseph Cooper's affidavit as to the meaning of the 
depreciation-fund, which was to the same effect as already stated. Mr. 
Motteram added that the £4400 was money actually spent during the year 
in repairs and stock, and the £500 had been laid out in replacing stock. 

As the court required further explanation upon the point, Mr. Perctvat 
was put in the witness-box, and said that £91,000 odd was the original cost 
of the works, and £8692 had been set aside to meet the depreciation, and 
should be deducted from the £91,000; the balance would be the present 
value of the works. If the works were put up for sale and realized £91,000 
then the £8692 would be in hand; but the company said the works would 
not fetch the amount of their original cost by £8692. But what was spoken 
of as the depreciation-fund did not exist in money, and was nowhere in- 
vested. He believed that in most of the accounts it was called “ deprecia- 
tion account,” but in one or more instances the word “fund” had crept in 
by mistake. A portion of the £8692 existed in debts due to the company. 

Mr. Bosanquet afterwards addressed the court on the part of the com- 
pany. He said the ultimate object of the petitioners was to secure a reduc- 
tion in the price of gas. In reference to the reserve-fund, his learned friend 
(Mr. Hill) had admitted that the company were allowed by the Gas Com- 
panies Clauses Act to spend money in some way or other on the deprecia- 
tion account, but he said they had taken it at the wrong time and spent it 
in the wrong way. Now the Act of Parliament stated that, before the 
apportionment of profits among the shareholders, the directors might assi 
a sum to meet contingencies, or to enlarge, repair, and improve their wor! 
and divide the balance of profit, so that it did not exceed 10 per cent., 
among the shareholders. 

The Eartof Licurietp: Then you maintain that after they have divided 
10 per cent. among the shareholders they may set aside any remaining 
profits to a fund for repairing or improving their works ? 

Mr. Bosanquer replied that that was not quite what he submitted to 
the court. The 3lst section of the Gas-Works Clauses Act pointed out 
that a reserve-fund should be formed to make up deficiencies in back divi- 
dends and meet any extraordinary claim or demand that might arise— 
such, for instance, as an explosion or any serious accident—but by the 
Companies Clauses Act they were empowered, before apportioning the 
profits to be divided among the shareholders, to take a certain amount from 

the owed to enlarge, repair, and improve their works, and this was what 
the Wolverhampton Gas Company had done, He contended that it was 
sufficient for the company to show that the depreciation-fund, as it was 
called, had been provided and used under that Act. 

The EArvof LicuFi1exp said his view of the section was that any balance 
of profit, after paying 10 per cent., ought to go in reduction of the price of 
gas—that was the cbject of the Act—but he maintained that, instead of 
that, the balance was set aside as a depreciation-fund, 

Mr. BosanQuEt, on the contrary, said that the company, before appor- 
tioning the profits among the shareholders, set aside a certain sum for 
renewals, &c., then paid 10 per cent. dividend, and the balance went in 
reduction of the price of gas. 

Mr. Spooner said that, according to his reading of the Act, the amount 
of the profit was first to be ascertained, and then the deduction was to be 
made for improvements, repairs, &c., the balance being available for 
dividends, 

Mr. BosanqQuEt went on to explain that the expense of keeping the works 
in order came under the head of wear and tear, but at certain periods gasholders, 
&c., must be replaced, and for this purpose the company had to provide sums 
of money, or else they would not be able to keep up their capital at its 
original amount. Year by year gasholders and buildings were approaching 
that condition when they would have to be replaced, and therefore year b: 
year the plant diminished in value, and to meet this the company 
from their profits amounts as nearly as possible equal to the actual depre- 
ciation, so as to enable them to replace capital. Notwithstanding the 
amount which was constantly being laid out on the property, and charged 
under the head of wear and tear, there was an actual depreciation going 
on, calculated at from 1 to 14 per cent., but the company had only put aside 
about 16s. per cent., and Mr. Cooper, in his affidavit, certified that the depre- 
ciation of works amounted to fully that sum. His learned friend said the 
accounts did not show where the depreciation-fund was invested and whether 
it was producing an annual income, but Mr. Homer’s affidavit showed it bad 
been expended in repairing and enlarging the works, so as to keep the whole 
up to their original value. They could not point to any part of the property, 
and say, “ There is the depreciation-fund,” but they said that partof it existed 
in the shape of working stock, and part in debts not yet paid; and of those 
items in the accounts they said that a part was due to capital. As it existed 
in this form, no annual interest as arising therefrom could be shown in the 
accounts. So far as it was invested in working stock it doubtless increased 
the earnings of the company, and in due time the gas ratepayers would 
have the advantage. Mr. Bosanquet then alluded to the income-tax ques- 
tion, his remarks being to the same effect as the reply of Mr. Motteram; 
and he also explained that part of Mr. Laundy’s affidavit respecting the 
creation of new shares not warranted by law, and the alleged fictitious 
entry in the books. In conclusion, he contended that the affidavits filed by 
the company answered those of the petitioners, and that the company were 
not bound to show in their accounts what the dividends were—a fact which 
could be ascertained by anybody without difficulty in Wolverhampton. 

Mr. Hut rose to reply, when the court intimated that they might save 
him the trouble of doing so. 

The magistrates then consulted together, after which, 

The Eart of Licnrietp said the court were unanimously agreed that, 
upon the facts brought before them, sufficient ground existed for the ap- 
pointment of an accountant; but in the examination of the accounts they 
wished to except the question of income-tax—that was to say, they looked 
upon it as a point of law, which might be settled in some way hereafter, and 
whatever decision might be come to upon that point would not affect the 
question as to which side should pay the expenses. 

The CLEerk of the Peace made a private communication to the court. 

The Eart of Licnrierp said Mr. Hand had made a suggestion with 





regard to the expenses. He (the chairman) thought it would be in the 
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power of the conrt to charge the company with the costs or not, as they 
might think fit; but Mr. Hand said he read the section of the Act other- 
wise, and that, once an accountant appointed, the costs must be thrown 
upon the company. 

Mr. Spooner said the opinion of the court was that the costs ought to 
depend upon the result of the proceedings, He supposed Mr. Hill would 
undertake that the costs should abide the event. 

Mr. Hitt said he could not undertake that his clients would pay any 

money they were not bound to pay. As he read the Act the accountant 
was to be appointed at the expense of the undertakers (the company) unless 
there should appear to the court no special ground for petitioning it, when 
the court might order the petitioners to pay the costs. ‘ 
* Acconversation ensued both on this point and also on the question who 
should be appointed the accountant, the court stating that it would be more 
satisfactory to the magistrates if the parties could agree upon the gentle- 
man to be appointed. Mr. Hill remarked that in the Birmingham case the 
company gave the information required, and thus saved the expense of an 
investigation of the accounts, and Mr. Motteram said the Wolverhampton 
Company would give every explanation they thought reasonable, and if 
there were any requisitions which they considered unreasonable they would 
submit to the opinion of the court upon them. However, no decision was 
come to either on this point or with reference to the costs, both being 
allowed to stand over until the adjourned sessions, which were fixed for the 
25th of February. 


Miscellaneous Mews. 


COUNTY AND GENERAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, LIMITED, 

A Meeting of the Shareholders and Creditors of this Company was held 
at the London Tavern on Monday, Jan. 6. There was a large attend- 
ance on the occasion, and a considerable amount of feeling was exhibited 
during the proceedings, which lasted about three hours. 

Mr. H. P. SrepHeNson commenced the business by stating that 
having been connected with the company from the commencement, and 
having many friends among the shareholders, he had taken the liberty—in 
fact, he had felt it his duty—to call the meeting, for the purpose of enabling 
those present to consider what was their position under the circumstances 
in which the company was placed. In doing so he thought he was only 
doing what the directors ought to have done—consulting the shareholders 
as to the mode in which the company should be wound up, if it was to be 
wound up. In order to give the proceedings some little regularity, he 
would move that Mr. Erasmus Wilson, the second largest shareholder in 
the company, take the chair. 

The Rev. G. Pocock seconded the resolution, which was put and carried. 

Mr. Erasmus Witson, on taking the chair, said the meeting was con- 
vened under circumstances which must be regarded as of a very disagree- 
able character. They were shareholders and creditors of a company 
which was, unfortunately, in an insolvent position; but they themselves, 
as honest and upright men who were indebted to others, were desirous of 
considering the most honourable course by which they could discharge 
| those debts and put their consciences on a fair footing with the world. 
| Although insolvent, the company still had property—valuable property— 
| and the point which required their most earnest and careful consideration 
| was how to husband that property so as to produce the largest amount of 
|money to discharge, in the first instance, the debts of the company, and 

should any surplus remain, to divide that surplus among the shareholders. 
He did not propose to occupy the attention of the meeting himself, but 
| would call on Mr. Stephenson to lay a statement of affairs before them. 
Mr. SrEPHENSON said the company was registered in 1857, with a nomi- 
| nal capital of £50,000. At the present time there were 7828 shares allotted, 
| all fully paid up, making the subscribed capital £39,135. ‘There was one 
satisfaction in connexion with their affairs, which was that, unlike some 
|jinsolvent credit and finance companies, the shareholders were perfectly 
|| free from liability to fature calls, so that all they had to do was to realize 
|| the property of the company, pay off its debts, and divide as much money 
|as they could amongst themselves. Although some of the works of the 
|| company were originally purchased at too high a price, he thought the 
| | company made moderate progress, paying a 6 per cent. dividend, and 
| forming a reserve-fund, until June, 1862. They were, however, always 
|| short of share capital, and traded to a certain extent upon borrowed money. 
|| This probably arose in consequence of the directors putting a premium 
|| on the shares when the shares began to be taken readily at par by the public. 
|| When they began to be taken at par, they put on a premium of 2s. 6d.; 
| when they were taken at 2s. Gd. premium, they put on 5s. premium; and 
,| when they began to go off at 5s. premium, they put them at 7s. 6d. premium, 
|| By that policy they stopped the taking up of share capital, which the com- 
pany was very anxious at that time to have, and it undoubtedly led to the 
| directors being obliged to trade on credit and borrowed money. At the 
date he last mentioned—June, 1862—the Chertsey competition commenced, 
by which the company incurred a loss of £200 per annum, instead of 
| realizing a profit of £300 per annum, making a difference in the result of 
£500 a year. The position of the company at that time was as follows:— 
The share capital was £30,500; the loans, debentures, and liabilities, were 
£10,600; the gas and meter rental was £3700; and the profit on the half 
ear was £1042, of which it required £871 to pay the 6 per cent. dividend. 
The rental per £1 spent in coals was £2 18s. 8d.,and the products amounted 
|to 7s. 9d. The Chertsey competition continued through the years 1862 and 
1863, and this company’s works in that town were, as the shareholders 
knew, finally sold to the new company. In June, 1863, a most important 
step in the history of the company was taken. At that time, when the 
directors were short of share capital and were borrowing money, they did 
that which, to his mind, was one of the chief causes of the non-success of 
the company and of the final collapse which had taken place—viz., the pur- 
chase of the gas-works at Ely. Those works were purchased at several 
thousand pounds beyond their value. They were not examined by him 
(Mr. Stephenson) as the consulting engineer of the eompany, nor was he 
requested by the board to examine them. So far as he knew, the directors 
did not receive a report on the subject from any other engineer, and he be- 
lieved they were not examined by any engineer on their behalf before the 
purchase. But it was not so much the purchase of those works, even at 
£3000 or £4000 beyond their value, that he should have objected to; it was 
the financial madness—if he might call it so—of purchasing works which, 
for purchase and repair, would iuvolve an outlay of £11,000 or £12,000, at 
the time that they were borrowing money, with current bills which they 
could not meet, but which had to be renewed continually, and when they 
had “not a shot in the locker.” That was an imprudent fivancial step, to 
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think that any sane men—men with brains in their heads—would have 
made such a purchase without looking forward to see how they could 
obtain the necessary funds. Simultaneously with this there came certain 
parliamentary expenses upon the company; but he could not, of course, 
blame the directors for the course taken by Lord Redesdale, which was an 
extraordinary and unprecedented course. Then came another matter. With- 
out money, with very little credit, and with bills coming due, the directors 
borrowed more money, to buy up the lease of the Northfleet works for £2000. 
If they had been flush of money this would have been a good thing; but, 
having no money, it was a most imprudent financial step to borrow money for 
the purpose. Then commenced the real financial difficulties of the company; 
borrowing from A to pay B, and from Cto pay D. So that there was a series of 
renewals and re-renewals of bills—a system of revolving kites in operation 
continually. On many occasions he himself, connected as he was with the 
company, had to find them money to meet bills. Sometimes three or four 
people contributed £50 each to meet a bill. On one occasion a coal mer- 
chant, who was in the habit of supplying coals to one station, refused to 
supply any more unless he had his (Mr. Stephenson’s) personal guarantee 
that the money should be paid; and that guarantee he gave. Such were 
the financial difficulties of the directors that it was a question whether they 
might not be obliged to wind up the affairs of the company at any time, 
and it was surprising to him that this step had not been taken long ago. 
Meanwhile, owing to these money difficulties, the stations were starved for 
capital, and the extensions and improvements which had become desirable 
were not carried out, and consequently the company were not able to take 
advantage of the increased demand for gas among their consumers. Then 
came another very disastrous step in the affairs of the company. Acted 
upon by the issue of events at Chertsey, the directors made very large, and 
to his mind unnecessary, reductions in the price of gas at some of their 
stations. The price of gas at Pater was reduced from 7s. 6d. to 5s. 6d., and 
at Pembroke tbe same, although at the latter place they had only a rental 
of £300 per annum, at the 7s. 6d. price. With this heavy reduction in the 
price of gas came the unfortunate rise in the price of coal and the depre- 
ciation in the value of products, which all gas companies had suffered from, 
and for which of course the directors were not at all responsible. At last, 
in June, 1865, the company were compelled, from financial difficulties, to 
suspend the payment of dividends, and had ‘not been able to resume them 
since. 

Mr. Craururp (chairman of the directors): The last declaration of divi- 
dend was in June, 1864. 

Mr. STEPHENSON continued: In February, 1867, his connexion with the 
company as their consulting engineer ceased, the opinion of the directors 
being that the stations were not worked by him in the way they ought to 
be worked for profit, and that three or four years before he had advised 
them to make extensions to the extent of £4000 or £5000, such extensions 
being unnecessary. He did not wish to touch upon the personal question 
further than to say that that was the point with the directors. His own 
view, as he ventured to say the meeting had anticipated, was that the 
disasters of the company arose purely and entirely from the financial posi- 
tion in which it was placed. At the meetings of the shareholders in March 
and September last, the chairman (Mr. Craufurd) announced an improve- 
ment in that position, and on the latter occasion he stated that the directors 
had leased the Pater and Pembroke works to Mr. G. W. Stevenson for £200, 
and that they had undertaken to expend £1000 upon those works. At that 
meeting, he (Mr. Stephenson) pointed out the increased liabilities of the 
company, the large increase in the office expenses, and in the amount of 
interest paid upon loans. The company was then paying 10 per cent. upon 
some loans, although the Bank rate of interest at the time was only 2} per 
cent. 

A SHAREHOLDER inquired whether the 10 per cent. was being paid toa 
private individual. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said he believed the company was paying 10 per cent. 
to Mr. Crossley, one of the directors, upon an overdue bond for £2000. At 
the mecting in question, he also pointed out the bad working of the com- 
pany; that there was a less rental per £1 spent in coals, greater expenses, 
and less products, than there was in 1865, and be showed that in those 
three items there was a difference in the working of 8s. 2d. for every £1 
spent in coals in favour of 1865 over 1867. But more particularly and more 
strongly he directed his objections to the lease of the Pater and Pembroke 
works to Mr. Stevenson without the consent of the shareholders, and with- 
out full information on the subject. He was quite aware that the directors 
had power under the Articles of Association to lease or t6 sell the works, 
but he did most strongly point out the impropriety of their granting that 
lease at a rental of £200 a year, and engaging to lay out £1000 in the ex- 
tension of the mains. He showed the meeting at that time that in 1862 
the company made a profit out of those works of £516; in 1863, a profit of 
£798; in 1864, a profit of £609; and in 1865, a profit of £438, Yet, although 
the company had realized a minimum profit of £438 (there having been a 
reduction in the price of gas during those years), the directors were so 
financially blind as to lease the works to Mr. Stevenson for £200 per annum, 
and to guarantee that they would expend £1000 upon the works, for which 
Mr. Stevenson was to pay 5 per cent. at a time when they were borrowing 
money at 10 percent. He protested against the directors denuding them- 
selves of an asset of this kind. They would have to pay Mr. Stevenson 
compensation if they cancelled the lease, which no doubt he considered a 
very valuable one. e then suggested that the best course would have 
been to sell off the Pater and Pembroke works even at a depreciated price, 
and with the proceeds get rid of some of the loans upon which they were 
paying 10 per cent. About a month since he heard from Mr. Stephenson 
Clarke that the company had dishonoured his bills, and that he was pro- 
ceeding against them. Mr. Stephenson Clarke consulted him about the re 
construction of the company, and said his opinion was that it would be well 
to issue £20,000 of new capital at a discount of 50 per cent., the £10.000 to 
be received from which would relieve them of some of their difficulties. He 
(Mr. Stephenson) expressed a very strong opinion that such a scheme was 
unfeasible, and that if feasible it would not be desirable in the interests of 
the shareholders and creditors it should be carried out; that the relief it 
would afford would be only temporary, and that with such a log round their 
necks the company would ultimately come to grief. His advice to Mr. Stephen- 
son Clarke was to continue the pressure upon the directors, not only for his 
own sake, but for the sake of the shareholders and creditors at large, so as to 
force them into a voluntary and friendly liquidation. Since the last meet- 
ing of the shareholders certain things had occurred which forced the con- 
viction upon his mind that, unless the company was very shortly wound 
up in as cheap a form as possible, there would be very little left for either 
shareholders or creditors. Not only had the liabilities of the company 
increased by the engagement of the directors to spend £1000 at Pembroke, 
but the directors had taken a lease of 24 extra acres of land at Lea Bridge, 
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pounds in building on those two acres. He also learnt that the directors 
had decided upon constructing a tank and gasholder at Ware, which, as far 
as his knowledge went, was not wanted, and that this work was being 
carried out under the superintendence of Mr. Kirkham, the chief director 
of works; that there was only a verbal contract, no specification, no 
drawings, and that a bill for extras on the tank alone of £100 had been 
sent in. And then last, but not least, he ascertained that a bill was to be 
promoted in the next session of Parliament for a new gas company at 
Leyton in Essex. He certainly thought that at the last general meeting, 
when there was a discussion on the leasing of the Pater and Pembroke 
works, there was a sort of honourable understanding between the share- 
holders and the board that nothing of the sort would be done again without 
the shareholders being consulted. But what did he find in the preamble of 
the bill of the Leyton Company—* Whereas the promoters of the company 
to be hereby incorporated (the Leyton Company) and the Gas Consumers 
Company (the County and General Company) have entered into an agree- 
ment for the sale to the said intended company, subject to the approval of 
Parliament, of the works which are the property and effects of the Gas 
Consumers Company in the parishes of Walthamstow and Leyton, a copy 
of which agreement is set forth in the schedule to this Act.” And who 
were the promoters of the Leyton Gas Company? George Wilson Ste- 
venson, the gentleman to whom the lease of the Pater and Pembroke 
works was given, and his two friends. He was informed (and he was glad 
the chairman of the directors was present, because he could deny the 
statement if untrue) that Mr. Craufurd was connected with Mr. George 
Wilson Stevenson and his two friends; that not only was he connected 
with them as buyers of the Lea Bridge works, but as indemnifying them 
against the costs of the Act. Mr. Craufurd was now present, and would have 
the opportunity of telling the meeting that he, as the chairman of the County 
and General Gas Company, had not put himself in the position of seller and 
buyer. At all events they knew this, that Mr. George Wilson Stevenson was 
one of the promoters, and that he was the person to whom the Pater and 
Pembroke works were leased at a most inadequate sum, and the inference 
naturally would be that the works at Lea Bridge were going to be sold to him 
at a very depreciated price. He had, therefore, advised Mr. Stephenson Clarke 
to use the position he was in for the benefit of himself and of the share- 
holders generaily, so as to compel a voluntary winding up, and he hoped 
the meeting would agree with him that he had done so with sound reason, 
Then came Mr. Craufurd’s petition for a compulsory winding up. He did 
not know whether those present knew what a compulsory winding up 
meant. Unfortunately for himself he had had some experience in these 
matters, and he generally found the result to be that the shareholders got 
nothing and the creditors precious little, while the lawyers got the swag. 
This petition had been filed by the chairman, through his own solicitor, 
without the knowledge of the directors and without the consent of the 
shareholders; and further than that, when it was brought before the board 
it was carried out against the advice of the solicitor of the company, which 
was approved of by the directors. The solicitor (Mr. Durrant) thereupon 
resigned, he considering that such a petition should not be prosecuted 
without the shareholders being consulted in such a momentous crisis of 
their affairs. They had now this extraordinary, this astounding state of 
things: they had Mr. Peckham solicitor for Mr. G. W. Stevenson and his 
friends (he hoped not Mr. Craufurd) acting as buyers of the Lea Bridge 
works, and Mr. Peckham had expressed an opinion that those works were 
worth only £6000 when they stood in the books of the company at £14,000 
or £15,000. 

Mr. CrauFrurD: £13,000. 

Mr. StepnHenson: Mr. Peckham was not only acting for Mr. G. W. 
Stevenson and his friends in the purchase of these works, but he was the 
nominee of Mr. Craufurd, as solicitor to the winding up of this company, 
while Mr. White, the proposed liquidator, was the nominee of Mr. Peckham. 
The total value of the company’s works, as represented in the books, was 
£58,000 or £59,000, and the actual value, if they were properly nursed, and 
a proper opportunity was taken for disposing of them to the highest bidder, 
would be from £40,000 or £45,000. The liabilities, in round numbers, were 
about £30,000, towards which the assets were £100 at the bankers and the 
gas-rentals at Christmas Jast, which probably might be taken at £3000. Of 
the £30,000 of liabilities the mortgage debt was £8000, debentures £10,500, 
and there were loans and debts to the extent of £11,500. This was the 
present position of the company, and it was clear that there was a margin 
beyond the liabilities of £10,000 or £15,000, which, by judicious manage- 
ment, might ultimately come to be divided among the shareholders, whose 
holdings represented £39,000. The question, therefore, to consider which 
he had called them together, was the best mode for the protection of their 
interests and the interest of the creditors, for they were all equally con- 
cerned in realizing as much as they could out of the margin between the 
debts and the value of the works, He thought the statements he had 
made fully justified his calling them together, seeing that the directors had 
not done what it was their duty to have done. The directors had sent 
round a circular to such of the shareholders as they thought fit, but had 
omitted to send it to such as they considered hostile. Finding that they 
had made a mistake in texing this course, they issued a second cireular, 
but even this was not sent to all. The question, therefore, was whether, in 
th* opinion of the meeting, it would not be more for their interests that a 
vcluntary winding up should take place under the supervision of the court, 
which was the usual course with companies not radically insolvent, and by 
which the most was realized for both shareholders and creditors. He 
desired most strongly to express his belief that it would be monstrous, 
under the circumstances he had stated, to allow a compulsory winding up 
to take place, and he concluded by moving—“ That in the opinion of this 
meeting the placing the winding up by Mr. Craufurd in the hands of the 
solicitor of the intending purchaser of some of the works of the company, 
and of a liquidator nominated by that solicitor, is most injurious to the 
interests of the creditors and shareholders; and that it is desirable that the 
company should be wound up voluntarily, under the supervision of the 
Court of Chancery; and that proper notice be at once given by the secre- 
tary of the company of a meeting to be held at an early date for the purpose; 
and that the petition presented by Mr. Craufurd should stand over for the 
necessary meeting to be held; and that an independent person, to be ap- 
proved by the shareholders and creditors of the company, be appointed as 
the voluntary liquidator.” . 

Mr. Purvis seconded tlie motion. 

Mr. Merriman (solicitor): I do not represent Mr. Craufurd, but I think 
Mr. Craufurd should now be heard. 

The Cuarrman: Are you a shareholder? 

Mr. Merriman: I represent a shaicholder to a large amount. 


Mr. Purvis: I should like to know whether this gentleman i 
shareholder. 
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Mr. Merriman: My firm represent Mr. Kirkham, who is the holder of 
100 shares in the company. 

Mr. Purvis: I apprehend you have no right to represent him. 

A SHAREHOLDER: Mr. Kirkham is here. 

Mr. STEPHENSON CLARKE stated that he had supplied coals to the com- 
pany, and the bills which were given to him in payment were required to 
be continually renewed. Finding that the company was in a bad position, 
and that they were getting further behind with him, he had some corre- 
spondence with Mr. Craufurd on the subject, and at length, upon an accept- 
ance coming due, which he was faithfully promised should be met, he was 
asked to renew it, and he declined to do so, He then communicated with 
Mr. Stephenson on the question of resuscitating the company, as he was 
averse to the notion of winding up. He thought that, by the issue of some 
fresh shares, so as to get rid of the most pressing demands, by leasing some 
of the works and placing the others under different management, they might 
carry on the concern more successfully. Mr. Stephenson's opinion was 
that the thing could not be done, and that it was better to wind up the 
affairs of the company. He himself was now of the same opinion, if they 
could get a thoroughly honest man to undertake the liquidation. 

Mr. Wiikrs (solicitor to Mr. Stephenson Clarke) said he was instructed; 
to take proceedings upon the overdue bills, which he did, and obtained \, 
judgment. Mr. Craufurd called on him in reference to the debts, and said ¢ 
he was about to make arrangements with his bankers for the money to dis-{ 
charge them; but, as he did not keep his appointment, he (Mr. Wilkins) | 
sent down execution to the Ely and other works, and it appeared that just} 
at that time Mr. Craufurd presented his petition to wind up the company. | 

Mr. Roperr Cuiarke said he received notice as a director to attend a) 
meeting, and at the same time a letter informing him that the petition had | 
been presented. He was of opmion that, in a compulsory winding up, the) 
shareholders would get nothing, and he had offered to advance money | 
until the 13th, when the petition would be heard, to prevent the towns 
being left in darkness. 

Mr. Durrant, the late solicitor of the company, entered into a history | 
of the bill in Parliament for the sale of the Lea Bridge works. He said 
Mr. Craufurd, with some others of the directors, had for a long time been of 
opinion that it was desirable to dispose of some of the works of the com-| 
pany at a profit price, for the purpose of paying off the heavy obligations to) 
which Mr. Stephenson had referred. The Lea Bridge works cost £6000,| 
and a further sum of £8000 had been expended upon them; and it was 
thought by Mr. Craufurd that, if £15,000 or £16,000 could be got for them, | 
it would be desirable. Accordingly, he (Mr. Durrant) was directed to| 
prepare a bill, with the skeleton of an agreement for their purchase | 
to be filled up. He informed Mr, Craufurd that he could not find a 
purchaser, and did not wish to become the promoter of a new com-| 
pany, but that it must be done by him and his fellow-directors. My.| 
Craufurd had a valuation ef the works made by, he believed, Mr. Ste- 
venson, who at that time had no intention of becoming the purchaser, 
The valuation was £13,000, and Mr. Craufurd informed bim that, by a 
separate and independent process, he had arrived at the sum the works| 
were fairly worth. Accordingly, in the original draft the sum of £13,500 
was filled in as the purchase price. On the 19th of December, Mr. Craufurd 
wrote to him to say that the £13,500 in the bill was an error; and on the 
following day he called upon him and stated that he had presented a 
petition to wind up the company; that he had appointed Mr. Peckham as 
solicitor, who had nominated Mr. White as liquidator, and they were going 
to proceed immediately. He stated that he had taken this step to prevent | 
Messrs. Wilkins and Blyth from proceeding on the part of Mr. Stephenson | 
Clarke, a hostile creditor, and so as to give the directors and shareholders 
time to consider their position. He (Mr. Durrant) told Mr, Craufurd that, 
looking at the fact that judgment had been obtained and execution might 
at any timeissue, it was the best course, with the reservation that it was 
to be for the benefit of the company. He attended a meeting the next day |} 
at Mr. Peckham’s chambers, and then it came out, in the most distinct 
manner, that Mr. Peckham was concerned for the purchaser of these works; 
that he was also the solicitor of Mr. Craufurd and the solicitor of the 
official liquidator. At that meeting Mr. Peckham expressed his opinion 
that the £13,500 inserted in the bill was an absurd price, and would only 
pay his clients 2 per cent. Hesaid he was not going to be such a fool as 
to let them purchase at that sum, and that in his opinion the price should be 
£6000. When Mr. Peckham went out of the room, he (Mr. Durrant) said 
this would be the ruin of the company; but Mr. Craufurd told him tiat 
Mr. Peckham was in his hands. ‘To his astonishment, the next day, when 
he attended a meeting of the directors, Mr. Peckham and Mr. White were in 
the board-room. He declined to give professional advice in the presence of 
hostile parties, and they withdrew. He strongly advised Mr. Craufurd to 
stay his hands, and not put Mr, Peckbam or Mr. White on in the way he 
had done. Mr. Craufurd said the works could not be carried on without 
the arrangement with Mr. Peckham to pay off the first mortgagees, and 
then Mr. Robert Clarke undertook to find money to carry on the works till 
the 13th of January in the interests of the shareholders. He (Mr. Dur- 
rant) said no steps should be taken till the 13th inst., and that in the 
meantime the shareholders should be convened, which Mr. Craufurd pro- 
mised to do. He was then requested to withdraw, and on his return certain 
resolutions were read over tohim. The first was, that it was desirable to 
wind up; and the second, that the directors should be intermediate liqui- 
dators. Mr Craufurd then withdrew to consult with Mr. Peckham and 
Mr. White, and on his return said they would not agree to it, and he was 
then told that the resolutions had never been put from the chair. He was 
again requested to withdraw, and on being called in a second time, he 
found that Mr. Robert Clarke had gone after entering his protest against 
the attempt to appoint Mr. White with the secretary as liquidators. He 
then told the directors that the step taken by Mr. Craufurd was contrary 
to his conviction, and that he could not go befcre the Vice-Chancellor and 
consent to the order for winding up on the part of the company. A few 
days afterwards, at a meeting of the directors, a resolution was passed that 
he should no longer act as their solicitor, and Mr. Bristow was appointed |} 
in his place. 

After a few observations from Mr. T, Pocock, 

Mr. CRAUFURD was called upon by the chairman to address the meeting. 
He said he was sorry for the temper and tone of the observations made 
by the chairman, for they struck him as the remarks of a man who had 
determined to prejudge the case. Mr. Stephenson, the late engineer 
of the company, had gone at some considerable length into its origin and 
history, but he would only detain the meeting by referring to that part of 
Mr. Stephenson’s statements which related to the proceedings of the last 
month, although he was quite prepared to go into the other portions of his 
speech. He would merely say with regard to them that, with few excep- 














tions, he had attended ali the meetings of the shareholders, and that there 
had never been any motion to condemn his conduct in connexion with the 
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affairs of the company; that he had been over and over again elected a 
director and the chairman of the company, and never until the present 
time had any attack been made upon him—certainly none of the nature 
made that day. At the last general meeting, in September, he invited Mr. 
Stephenson and those who thought with him, if they disapproved of the 
lease of the Pater and Pembroke works, to appoint a committee of investi- 
gation; but they did not doso. (A Voice: What good would it be?) No 
good for the object Mr. ee had in view; but at present he would 
not go into that matter. It was rather unfortunate that in making the 
attack upon him in relation to what had taken place since the beginning 
of December, he had not been favoured with a single date or with the 
reading of a single letter, except one which Mr. Durrant wrote a little while 
ago; but he was in a position to supply them. The first communication he 
had from Mr. Stephenson Clarke was while he was in Scotland; it was dated 
the 4th of October, in which he stated that he would not find the money for 
the next bill coming due, and recommended that the company should get 
a good commercial man to take the chair, and issue new shares at a dis- 
count to good men. He (Mr. Craufurd) wrote in reply, that he was quite 
willing to agree to the suggestion, and would not stand in the way of carry- 
ing it out. At the same time he had a letter from the secretary, stating 
that he had seen Mr. Clarke, who felt convinced that the company might 
= through its present difficulties with good management, and had given 

im to understand that his plan was for all the directors to retire except 
the chairman. 

Mr. SterpHeNson CLARKE said what he told Mr. Parker was that Mr. 
Craufurd, having so large an interest in the concern ought to be on the 
board, but not in the chair. 

Mr. Craururp continued: On the 11th of November he received a letter 
from Mr. Clarke, suggesting that the company should issue £20,000 in shares 
at 50 per cent. discount. This proposal had reference to a conversation he 
had previously had with Mr. Clarke, when he told him he would never 
consent to such a plan, and that it was not in the power of the directors to 
do anything of the kind. At that time he thought he was going to obtain 
some assistance, by which the company might be brought into perfectly 
smooth water; but, on the 26th of November, Mr. Clarke wrote to him 
stating that the secretary had handed to him a rough statement of the 
assets and liabilties of the company—that he found they were insolvent, 
that he had had a bill returned for £500, that there was a cash balance of 
£1500 due to bim, and that he had consulted his solicitor on the matter, as 
in one way or another he was in for between £2000 and £3000. That 
letter reached him (Mr. Craufurd) on the 28th of November, and the same 
day Mr. Clarke issued his first writ, which was served upon the secretary, 
for £500. Within a few days afterwards another writ was issued upon a 
balance of account for £1290, and subsequently a third writ was issued 
upon a bill of exchange. It so happened that the company had an under- 
taking with Mr. Clarke for the supply of coals. In 1865 an engagement 
was entered into with him for the supply of large coals at 1s. per ton above 
the market price, and that he should discount the company’s bills to the 
extent of £2500. The company had frequently gone beyond that mark, 
and he felt bound to state that Mr. Clarke had behaved very generously 
in the matter until the present time. On the 9th of December he saw Mr. 
Clarke, and handed him a statement of the capital value of the works, the 
gas-rental, the profits made, and the total liabilities of the company. In 
the course of conversation, Mr. Clarke fold him that he thought the shares 
might be worth 10s, in the pound, and not many days afterwards he bought 
100 shares at that price. He also stated that Mr. Stephenson told him the 
Lea Bridge works were worth £10,000. He (Mr. Craufurd) informed him 
that three years ago the company obtained two Acts of Parliament—one 
for Northfleet and the other for Lea Bridge. Lord Redesdale then took 
exception to the grant of parliamentary powers to a roving company 
of this kind, and it was only on the personal representations of Mr. Pritt 
that he consented to give them in these instances for four years. At that 
time Mr. Pritt and Mr. Durrant advised him that Lord Redesdale’s 
objection was a very serious one, and that it would be well to split 
up their stations into several companies. Keeping that advice in 
mind, he conferred with Mr. Durrant last spring, reminding him that 
their incorporation at Lea Bridge would expire in another year, and that 
it was desirable some steps should be taken to maintain their position, 
seeing they were surrounded by parliamentary companies. It became, 
therefore, necessary to elaborate a scheme, as it was quite clear a general 
company could not get those powers, but that they would be transferred 
to a local company incorporated under the General Act. Mr. Buller was 
consulted as to the course to be taken, but owing to his illness nothing was 
done. Ultimately Mr. Pritt got back the papers, an interview was had 
with Mr, Lomax on the subject, and the bill was settled during the long 
vacation. During his (Mr. Crauford’s) absence from town a draft of the 
bill was sent to him, and he wrote to Mr. Durrant asking for promoters for 
the new company. This, no doubt, Mr. Durrant refused. Further con- 
sideration showed him that it would be absolutely necessary to have a bond 
fide sale of the works instead of having a company affiliated to the County 
and General Company. He succeeded in getting the names of the three 
gentlemen which appeared in the bill. 

Mr. STEPHENSON CLARKE said Mr. Craufurd told him that he was going 
to be one of the purchasers. 

Mr. CrauFurp said he also stated that as soon as he had got the bill 
lodged he was going to lay the matter before the shareholders for their 
consent. Mr. Clarke seemed disappointed, as it would interfere with his 
desire to purchase those works. He (Mr. Craufurd) might state that he 
was probably the largest shareholder in the company, that his friends were 
large shareholders, and that he had advanced £4200 in hard cash to the 
concern during the last year. His stake, therefore, was £14,000 or £15,000. 
In consequence of a change of opinion, the agreement with the proposed 
purchasers of the works was not signed, and the bill was lodged with the 
terms in blank. It was, therefore, perfectly open to the shareholders to 
have a fresh valuation of those works. No doubt Mr. Peckham hai talked 
widely about the value, but he (Mr. Craufurd) had always dissented from 
that opinion. When Mr. Clarke pressed him on the subject, he told him 
that he had no doubt if he offered £15,000 he would have the opportunity 
to get them. At that time he had no intention of applying for a winding-up 
order, but Mr. Wilkins having hinted at a petition, he told him that if 
driven into a corner he should fight tooth and nail for those whose interests 
were at stake in the matter. Failing to obtain the assistance he expected, 
when judgment was signed against the company he offered Mr. Clarke the 
Lea Bridge or any of the other works, if he liked to have a valuation made 
ofthem. Mr. Clarke told him that Mr. Stephenson had altered his opinion 
of the value of them. It was not until five o’clock on the 19th of December 
that he had any intention of taking proceedings to wind up the company, but 
when Mr. Clarke told him that by three o’clock next day execution would 
be issued he consulted with a friend (Mr. Bristow), who assured him the only 





course open to him was to file a petition, so as to prevent one creditor from 
obtaining the preference. He could not go to Mr. Durrant for professional 
assistance in the matter, as it was the duty of that gentleman to appear for 
the company. He was then introduced to Mr. Peckham by Mr. Bristow as 
an honourable man, who would do nothing that he need be ashamed of. 
Mr. Bristow advised him to file his petition, and get an order stopping the 
judgment creditor from obtaining priority; and then, when master of the 
position, he would be able to consider whether it was wise to carry on the 
company, or wind it up either compulsorily or voluntarily. There was no 
time to be lost; no time to consult any one; as the sheriff's officer was at 
the door, and the following day the court closed for the vacation. It was 
not possible to call the shareholders together, as the Act of Parliament re- 
quired seven days notice uf meeting, during which interval the execution 
creditor would have snapped up the prize. He accordingly filed his petition, 
and a special application was made to Vice-Chancellor Malins to get the 
matter set down for the first day of term. When he communicated what he 
had done to Mr. Durrant, that gentleman expressed his regret, but admitted 
there was no other course to pursue. 
nominated as liquidator would find the money for carrying on the works, 
so as to give time to the shareholders to consider the matter, he said it was 
unfortunate, as he could have found some one to do that. At the meeting 
of directors next day, he said it was a most serious matter, and that unless 
he could report to the mortgagees that he was satisfied as to the way in 
which the affair was conducted, they would issue writs against the directors, 
who were primarily liable. The directors, after long discussion, unani- 
mously agreed that the company must be wound up. A resolution was 
then proposed to the effect that, in the opinion of the board, it was of the 
highest importance to protect the property of the company from execution 
until the hearing of the petition. Mr. Durrant stated that there was not the 
slightest fear; although he admitted it was in the power of Mr. Stephenson 
Clarke to issue execution at once. He (Mr. Craufurd) said the effect of that 
would be to put the towns in darkness, to alarm the consumers, destroy the 
credit of the company, and very detrimentally affect their interests. Mr. 
Clarke then said he thought it desirable the directors should keep the 
liquidation in their own hands, and said he would find the money to carry 
on the operations of the company, and to satisfy the mortgagees, if he 
might sell the works. It appeared to him (Mr. Craufurd) that the whole 
thing was an attempt to get the matters into the hands of the judgment 
creditor, and that it was his duty to oppose it. The second resolution was 
passed unanimously by the board. On the question whether the chairman 
and directors should be the liquidators he expressed his willingness, if it.could 
be done; and he went out of the room to ask Mr. Peckham, who said that, as 
petitioners; they could not be liquidators. He therefore stated that he 
should prefer it standing as originally proposed. Mr. Durrant then declined 
to act, aud Mr. Clarke, who had left the room, returned, and said that he 
should stop the coals, and send down execution to the works. He carried 
out that threat, and was enabled to do it in consequence of his (Mr. Crau- 
furd's) desire to have the board with him, the result of which was the dis- 
cussion lasted so long that, by the time it was over, the court had risen fur 
the vacation. The execution went down to Lea Bridge, Walton, and Ely. 
Ou the Monday he made application to the Vice-Chancellor, and the chief 
clerk stated that there had been an application before, but he had declined 
to interfere as the parties were without papers. Mr. Anderson Rose then 
said that he appeared for the mortgagees aud some shareholders, but de- 
clined to give their names. The affidavits were read-—— 

Mr. ANDERSON Rose said the last two statements were incorrect. The 
affidavits were not read, and he did not say he appeared for shareholders. 

Mr. Craururp said his impression was that the affidavits were read, and 
that Mr. Rose said he was instructed by shareholders that it was all owing 
to the mismanagement of the directors. Mr. Peckham said, if the mort- 
gagees wanted their money, they should have it on the morrow. The 
Vice-Chancellor granted the order, and, when applied to to stop the threat- 
ened execution "by Mr. Clarke, he endorsed the brief, “ The judgment 
creditor to be restrained from issuing execution,” and the order was drawn | 
up forbidding the sheriff to levy. When the order was served, the answer 
was—" We have levied, and we don’t intend to obey the order.” On the! 
Friday night he received a telegram from the manager at Ely that the men 
were in possession, and the officer had given orders not to carbonize, which, 
if carried out, would have stopped the works, and put the town in darkness. 
He returned an answer by telegraph to go on with the works, and, if any 
one tried to stop the works, to turn him out. After that, he received a bill 
announcing the sale of the plant by auction on the following Tuesday. 
What was.to be done? The Vice-Chancellor had gone down into Oxfurd- 
shire, and Mr. Wilkins laughed at the Vice-Chancellor’s order. 

Mr. Witkrns: I did not know they were going to sell. 

Mr. Craurouro said he could prove differently. Had it not been that the 
person who printed the bills was the agent of the company in Ely, he 
should not have known of the proposed sale till the Monday—too late to 
stop the sale. As it was, he went down by mail train that night to Chipping 
Norton, and stated to the Vice-Chancellor the ground upon which the 
execution creditor had proceeded. The Vice-Chancellor was astonished 
and indignant, end, without any hesitation, made a peremptory order, not 
only upon the sheriff of Cambridgeshire, but upon every other sheriff, for- 
bidding them to interfere. A copy of that order went down on the Sunday 
night, and was served a the man in possession, thereby putting a stop 
to the proposed sale. He asked what would the plant have realized if it 
had been sold under such circumstances? They would have been obliged | 
to make a present of the rest of the works to Mr. Clarke on his own terms. ' 
On the 23rd ult. he issued the circular which had been referred to. Mr. | 
Stephenson said it was only sent toa portion of the shareholders. It was 
sent to the great bulk of the shareholders, but not to those who he 
thought were acting together for a purpose—i. ¢., about 20 out of 150 did 
not receive it. Afterwards a second circular was issued, as it was thought | 
better to invite a general meeting of the shareholders. For himself, he. 
could only say that he courted the fullest investigation, for he felt that he! 
had nothing to conceal. He asked for investigation as well in the interests | 
of the company as for his own reputation, and he believed that the meet- 
ing would not allow violent attacks of mismanagement and dishonesty to 
be made upon him without such a full and searching inquiry as he had 
again and again asked at the hands of the shareholders. 

Mr. Brtsrow said it seemed to be admitted on all hands that the com- 
pany must be wound up, and the question they now had to decide was | 








whether it should be done voluntarily or under a compulsory order. There 
had been some very hard words used, but such words did'no good. Mr. 
Craufurd had fully evolved the fact that he put his petition on the file for! 
the purpose of saving the property of the shareholders, and that he had no 
wish to proceed with it if the great body of the shareholders desired it not 
to be done. The meeting was bound, therefore, in all fairness and reason- | 
ableness, to try whether any scheme could be devised by which the/ 
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company could be wound up cheaply and the property honestly realized, 
so that the mortgagees in the first place might be paid, then the creditors, 
of whom he was one, and that then there might be something to divide 
amongst the shareholders. They need not trouble themselves about the 
solicitors, who were sure to have their picking out of it. Let the meeting 
appoint two gentlemen to look after their interest, and see that they were 
properly represented before the court on the hearing of the petition, and 
they might be quite sure that great care would be bestowed upon their 
case by the Vice-Chancellor. 

Mr. ANDERSON Rosk said he could see Mr. Bristow's hand throughout all 
these proceedings. Mr. Craufurd had quarrels with everybody, and was not 
the man to have the control of this winding up. Nor was Mr. Peckham 
the man to have the control, he being the solicitor for Mr. White, the 
official liquidator, as well as of Mr. Craufurd, the proposed vendor of the 
property and the associate of the purchaser of it. Mr. White was the 
nominee of his solicitor, and he (Mr. Rose) was quite sure the Court of 
Chancery would never sanction such a transaction. The compulsory 
winding up of the company would be destructive of the interests of the 
shareholders and creditors, and therefore the proposition of Mr. Stephenson 
for a voluntary liquidation was the only one be could support. 

On the resolution being put for adoption, 

Mr. Peckuam claimed the right to be heard. He asked whether it was 
not right for him, on behalf of Mr. Craufurd, to present the petition, and 
thus prevent the sale of the property of the company by the judgment 
creditor. He did not know anything of the company till a few days before 
the oh pag sale, and as to his being concerned for the intended purchasers 
of the Lea Bridge works, he knew no more of them than the merest 
stranger in the streets, until he saw the bill in print with Mr. Durrant’s 
name at the bottom, four days before the presentation of the petition. — Till 
then he had never known of the existence of the bill. Two of the proposed 
purchasers of the works he knew nothing of, and only saw the other seven 
years ago. When he was consulted it was by Mr. Bristow, and he had acted 
on his recommendation. He had discharged his duty in the interests of the 
company and to Mr. Craufurd faithfully, and to point to him as an unfit 

rson to have the conduct of these proceedings was to cast a slur upon 

im as an officer of the Court of Chancery. 

Mr. Merriman asked whether, after the disclaimer of the position of 
solicitor for the vendees in this case, the chairman would put the resolution 
to the meeting. It was a resolution which recited a fact denied on the one 
hand by Mr. Peckham, and which Mr. Durrant on the other did not venture to 
— Upon the answer to that question some action on his part would 

epend. 
he CuarrMAN said he thought they had now had quite enough of the 
lawyers for that day. Probably it would be their misfortune to be brought 
into contact with them at some future time. 

A show of hands was then taken, and the chairman declared the resolu- 
tion to be carried, with two dissentients. 

Mr. STEPHENSON then moved—“ That a copy of the resolution of this 
meeting just passed be forwarded to every creditor and shareholder, with a 
form of reply expressing their concurrence or otherwise, to be returned 
before the hearing of the petition.” 

Mr. Purvis seconded the motion, which was put, and carried. 

Mr. CravuFurp said he felt it right to state that he protested against any 
decision of the meeting as more than a decision of individuals who had 
met together. It was not a meeting of the company, and he had no means 
of testing the votes just come to by demanding a poll. He, therefore, could 
not recognize their decision as binding him in any degree. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings. 





THE GAS COMPANIES. 
[From the Saturday Review.) 

It may be taken for granted that the bill promoted by the metropolitan gas 
companies results from an understanding with the Government. Last year 
Sir Stafford Northcote was persuaded, probably in spite of his better judgment, 
to introduce a bill which was virtually drawn by the Metropolitan Board of 
Works and the City authorities, The real promoters had publicly avowed 
their hope of purchasing, at an estimated revenue of 6 per cent. on the 
capital, undertakings which were returning, under the express provisions of 
a recent Act of Parliament, 10 per cent. to their shareholders; and, as a 
reliminary step, they desire to reduce the authorized dividend by express 
egislation, and to secure the same object collaterally by insisting on an 
increase of illuminating power and a diminution of price. As Parliament 
has not yet allowed consumers to regulate the price of commodities at their 
pleasure, the local bodies would scarcely have obtained a hearing for their 
proposals if they had not induced some officers of the Board of Trade to pro- 
cure the support of the Government, and even to convert the project into a 
ministerial measure. The extravagant injustice of the scheme excited so 
strong a feeling, both within the House of Commons and out of doors, that 
the bill would have been thrown out on the second reading, if the representa- 
tives of the gas companies had not been persuaded to withdraw their opposition 
on an injudicious compromise. It was agreed that the maximum dividend 
should remain at 10 per cent., and that the price and illuminating power 
should be left to the decision of a select committee; yet it was obvious that 
the nominal protection might be rendered nugatory by an adverse decision on 
the points which remained open. The subsequent inquiry was conducted in 
an unusual manner, inasmuch as the official promoters of the bill affected 
neutrality, while the Board of Works was allowed to conduct the attack on 
the gas companies. After a long investigation the committee declined to 
reduce the profits of the companies by a direct decision, passing, however, a 
series of resolutions which were offered as the basis of a voluntary arrange- 
ment. On the refusal of the companies to accept the terms, the committee 
recommended to the House of Commons future legislation which would have 
altogether annihilated the capital invested in metropolitan gas-works b 
allowing public or municipal bodies to compete for the supply. A joint-stoc 
company dependent on profits is of course incapable of contending with a 
municipal purse ; and it is for the purpose of obviating so fatal a measure 
that the companies now promote a bill which embodies some of the general 
recommendations of the committee. The Duke of Richmond, who is not 
responsible for the mistake of his predecessor at the Board of Trade, has had 
much experience in private legislation, and he will probably be disposed to 
consider impartially the vested rights of the companies and the public 
interest. It is on many grounds desirable that the matter should be disposed 
of during the present session. 

_, The first provision of the bill, enabling the companies to amalgamate, is in 
itself of little importance. In every commercial and industrial undertaking 
there is a limit of magnitude at which the highest practicable efficiency and 
economy are secured. Little traders always conduct their operations under 
disadvantage, and, on the other hand, overgrown establishments are some- 
times too large for uniform management and vigilant supervision. No person 








who has not a practical knowledge of the gas trade is competent to judge 
whether the Imperial or the Chartered Company has at present sufficient 
business to afford full scope for the energies of its managers, and sufficient 
opportunity for the perfection of its processes. If any considerable expen- 
diture will be saved by the union of all the companies into a single body, the 
consumers, who are entitled to the benefit of all surplus revenue, may fairly 
demand the suppression of unnecessary establishments. Even if the present 
boards of directors doubt the results of the experiment, they may, in the 
interest of their constituents, be justified in humouring a popular prejudice, 
and more especially in adopting one of the recommendations of last year’s 
committee; and, as the householders of London have a reversionary claim to 
all excess of profit beyond 10 per cent. on the capital of the companies, the 
suggestions of their repreeentives on the mode of creating a surplus are entitled 
to attention and respect. When the principle of the a is settled, 
there will be little difficulty in adjusting the details. It is barely possible 
that the owners of gas property may derive some additional security from the 
consolidation of several boards into a central administration ; but as the com- 
panies alleged a year ago that their present organization would not be im- 
proved by union, it may be supposed that they are now only influenced by 
deference for the opinion of the House of Commons committee. ‘ 

The more practical portion of the bill purports to create a machinery by 
which consumers will be effectually protected against the possible negligence 
or misconduct of the companies. There is undoubtedly a theoretical defect 
in the legislation of 1860, for while any excess of profit beyond 10 per cent. 
must be applied to reduction of rates, the companies have no direct motive 
for exerting themselves to obtain receipts which can under no circumstances 
benefit themselves. In practice, perhaps, the désire to avoid dissatisfaction 
and clamour would induce men of business to prefer the lowest selling price 
as the safest basis for the fixed income of their shareholders; and the reduc- 
tion of 6d, on the maximum price of gas since 1860 proves that the stipula- 
tions inserted by the local bodies which promoted the Act now in force have 
not been inoperative. Nevertheless it may be admitted that the possessor of 
a fixed income arising from any kind of property, or of a varying income 
which has reached the highest possible limit, requires some supervision in the 
management of his affairs, A mortgagee is not the best administrator of an 
estate, nor are debenture-holders ordinarily allowed to control a railway. As 
Parliament has already converted gas-owners who were originally absolute 
proprietors into trustees for themselves in the first instance, and afterwards for 
the consumers, it will not be inconsistent to regulate their administration, as 
long as their beneficial interests are duly respected. Some writers who have 
engaged in the late controversy have QS that, after fixing a low price 
and a high quality, Parliament should allow the companies to retain any 
dividends which they may contrive to earn. The objection to the plan is that 
it would convert an investment which had been thought essentially steady 
into an extremely unpromising speculation, and that the possible advantages 
which might ultimately be obtained would not be secure against private or 
municipal cupidity. The immediate loss would be certain, and to many of 
the shareholders ruinous; and if, on the other hand, new discoveries or im- 
proved management enabled the companies to divide 15 or 20 per cent., the 
parochial vestries and the Board of Works would pepe / commence & 
fresh agitation for the reduction of profits which would be plausibly represented 
as extravagant. , : r 

The bill provides for the establishment of one or more tribunals which will 
arbitrate between the companies and the municipal bodies on all disputed 
questions of price and quality. The basis of the adjudication is to be the 
realization of a dividend ‘tas near as may be”’ to that which is at present 
authorized and earned, with a stipulation that the amount shall in no case be 
exceeded. Arrears are, as at present, to be made good from back dividends ; 
and practically the bill as it stands would probably cause only a fractio 
reduction of the income which has for some years been divided. If the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, or the corporation which is at some future time 
to govern the metropolis, believes that gas may be largely cheapened or im- 
proved in quality, nothing will be easier than to purchase the property of the 
companies, by securing to the proprietors the fixed revenue to which they are 
already entitled. The managers and directors of the companies have always 
asserted that every possible economy is practised in the manufacture and dis- 
tribution, and that the rise in wages and in the price of coal counterbalances 
the saving which may arise from the extension of the supply. To improve 
the illuminating power it is necessary to use a considerable quantity of 
cannel coal, which is a monopoly in the hands of a few proprietors, who 
would of course raise their charges if they found that their special product 
was absolutely indispensable. oon 

In addition to the expediency of conciliating the consumers and satisfying 
Parliament, the companies have another reason for their present application 
to the Legislature. As their supply is extended they necessarily require 
additional works, and some of the principal companies are suffering great in- 
convenience from the refusal of Parliament to sanction the purchase of the 
land which is required. One bill was rejected because a member of the 
House of Lords objected to gas-works in the neighbourhood of his suburban 
residence, and another on the ground that the works would damage a new 
park in the east of London, Finally, the committee of last session threw out 
a bill to which no objection could be raised, as a punishment to the company 
for refusing to adopt the proposals of the committee as to price, quality, and 
income. ‘The companies and their customers are equally interested in the 
acquisition of the necessary premises, and experience has shown that a price 
must be paid for the privilege of providing public accommodation. There is 
reason to hope that the concessions now offered will satisfy Parliament of the 
necessity of providing sufficient room for the manufacture of an indispensable 
commodity. 





METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
Fripay, JAN. 17. 
MR. DOULTON AND THE CONTRACTORS. 


The usual Meeting of the Metropolitan Board of Works was held this day 
at the Office in Spring Gardens—Sir Joun THwairss in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN said, before Mr. Shaw brought on the motion of which 
he had given notice, he should call upon the clerk to read certain letters 
which had been received upon this subject:— 


36, Great George Street, Westminster, Jan, 14. 

Sir,—I observe in the report, which appears in the Times, of the proceedings at 
your board on Friday last, that Mr. Shaw gave notice of motion for next Friday to 
the effect that the evidence taken before the private committee at which Mr. 
Furness and myself have been examined be printed and circulated among the mem- 
bers of the various metropolitan vestries. 

I, therefore, as representing Mr. Furness during his absence, beg to call your 
attention to the readiness with which Mr. Furness has, both by himself and through 
me, afforded you and the gentlemen composing that private committee facilities for 
carrying out the objects for which that committee was appointed, and as far as lies 
in Mr. Furness’s power he will, I feel sure, give additional testimony if required ; 
but I feel it my duty at this stage of the proceedings most respectfully, but at the 
same time most firmly, to protest against the publication and circulation among the 
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members of the board or otherwise of any account or extracts therefrom that have 
been taken from Mr. Furness’s account-books, as divulging the names of gentlemen 
unconnected with your board with whom Mr. Furness has had business connexions, 
and, under the circumstances for which it was obtained, should be treated as of a 
private nature. 

I take this opportunity of calling your attention to an important fact, and that is, 
that when permission was given to you to inspect the books of account it was 
understood it was simply to assist the private committee to come to a conclusion on 
certain transactions connected with a member of your board; that no permission 
was granted to copy any account whatever, although a copy of the suretyship 
account was taken; and, therefore, I must leave it with you to consider how far a 
publication of that account will be justifiable. 

In conclusion, 1 beg to say that I expect Mr. Furness to return to England about 
the end of this month. and will immediately on his arrival call his attention to the 
subject of this letter.—I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Gzo. Bonn, 


The Chairman of the Metropolitan Board of Works, Spring Gardens, 

The next letters were as follows:— 
Gresham Buildings, Basinghall Street, London, Jan. 14. 

Sir,—I am informed that a copy of an account taken from the ledger of Mr. 
Furness has been given to you, and that my name appears in such account. I am 
told that there is some talk of publishing this t, so I write to say I must 
object to my name being made public in any way in connexion with the transactions 
between your board and its contractor. 
It has come to my knowledge that my name has been used already in some printed 
evidence, and I must protest that it is most unfair and improper to use the name of 
any gentleman without his authority.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Sir J. Thwaites, Metropolitan Board of Works, Henry CuAtTreris, 


Spring Gardens. 

. 26, Golden Square, London, Jan. 16. 
Sir,—It preg by the reports of the proceedings of your board in the Times, that 
it is proposed to publish the correspondence in reference to the suretyship for Mr. 
Furness, recently a contractor with the board. 

Tnasmnch as all communications on that subject emanating from my client, Mr. 
William Cleland, or from myself, were strictly private and confidential, I hereby 
protest against the publication of any such communications.—I have the honour to 
be, sir, your obedient servant, J. W. F. Cuapretn. 
Sir J. Thwaites, Chairman, Metropolitan Board of Works. 


Mr. SHaw then proceeded with the motion of which he had given notice 
—viz., that he would move that all futureinquiries regarding the matter of 
security given by Mr. Furness, the contractor, be held at an open board, 
and that copies of all proceedings already provided by the board be for- 
warded to the several vestries. He said that, having heard the letters read 
by the clerk of the board, no one would rejoice more than himself if it 
should, by the result of the investigation, end in the full and honourable 
acquittal of all the charges which had been brought against them; but he 
felt satisfied that the public would never be content with any report that 
the committee of the whole board might bring up, unless that investigation 
was conducted in public. He deeply considered the subject, and, although 
‘it might be charity to speak well of their neighbours, yet there were other 
neighbours who were equally entitled to their consideration and regard, 
and from whom matters affecting their interests ought not to be concealed, 
He would ask what had produced:so much distress throughout the country, 
and thrown so many workmen out of employ at the present time, but the 
system of secrecy which had been pursued among railway companies and 
great public boards. Therefore, they ought not to shut either their eyes or 
their understanding against such a system as that, although he trusted 
that the investigation might end in an open and honourable acquittal of 
the parties concerned from all the charges brought against them. With 
their past experience of the system of secrecy, he felt sure that any report 
that emanated from a committee whose inquiries were private, was one 
with which the public would never be satisfied, or with any other inquiry 
unless they knew all the details of the case. He trusted, for the honour of 
the board, that Jit would not lend itself to anything of the kind, and he 
believed the two gentlemen of the board who were more intimately concerned 
had no desire that the proceedings of the committee should be kept quiet; 
and the ratepayers themselves had a right to know how their represen- 
tatives at the board voted, and he felt assured that there was not a member 
of it who wished to do anything but what was fair and open. He had no 
doubt that every district board and vestry would pass a similar resolution 
to that which he brought up last week, and therefore he moved that reso- 
lution, and should divide the board upon it. 

Mr. HEALEY seconded the motion, and said the more they pursued the 
inquiry with closed doors the more the public would believe there was some 
mystery attached to it. The evidence was taken before the registrar in 
bankrupty, and the public ought to know all about it. 

The CHarrMAN said they had received three letters that morning on the 
subject, and he wished to consult their solicitor as to how far they were 
justified in publishing these proceedings. 

The Soutcrror to the Boarp said: To avoid any misapprehension I have 
put my opinion into writing. It is not easy to say what is the actual state 
of the decisions of the courts with reference to the laws of libel, but I think 
it may be pretty safely presumed that the courts do throw a privilege 
around discussions which may in one sense be libellous, and yet which are 
necessary in the investigation of matters of importance and of interest to 
the public. Public bodies, asa rule, are no more at liberty to injure any 
one by the bringing forward matter tending to lower or expose a man than 
a private individual is, and there are cases where a public body has been 
held liable for libels. I think the board would reasonably look for protec- 
tion if they discussed and considered in any reasonable way, and in the 
ordinary rules of business, any matter which fairly and properly came 
before them which affected the discharge of their duties; and I know of no 
reasons why they should not circulate among themselves, for their own 
especial private use, any papers absolutely bearing upon any question 
before them. At the same time I think great care should be taken to avoid 
the publication of any matter whatever, the making public of which might 
injure another, especially the printing and circulating any documents or 
papers which might have the effect of exposing the concerns or represen- 
tatives of others. 

Mr. Suaw remarked that it was the duty of the board to give publicity 
to all the proceedings that had taken place, and, as he said, he should be 
glad if both gentlemen were fully and honourably acquitted. 

Mr. WrsTerTOoN said before he had heard the expression of the opinion 
which had just been given by their solicitor he was surprised at the notice 
which had been put upon the paper by Mr. Shaw, after the matter had 
been discussed by the board, and by it had been committed to a special 
committee of the whole board. He must say that out of doors there had 
been a great deal of mystification and misapprehension as to the course 
which had been taken by the whole of the board,and there had been a great 
deal of talk about the committee sitting with what was called “closed 
doors,” just as if it was not the practice of all committees to sit with closed 
'| doors, and such expressions had only been used by the enemies of the 
board outside for no other purpose than to bring the board into contempt. 
Now, the fact was that they had two strangers sitting at the table taking 
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shorthand notes of all the evidence that was given, and therefore the pro- 
ceedings of this committee were conducted in a more popular manner than 
any other committee of the board. Ata former meeting of the committee 
Mr. Richardson had made use of extracts from the ledger of Mr. Furness, and 
therefore he was in a position different from any other member of the board. 
As he (Mr. Westerton) had never seen that document, he moved the ad- 
journment of the committee, so that every member of the board might be 
put upon an equal footing, and that motion was carried. Now, it appeared 
to him that nothing could be more premature than the motion of Mr. Shaw 
in desiring that a portion of the evidence taken should be put into circula- 
tion. He hoped, however, for the credit of two or three members who 
were concerned—he hoped for the credit of the board itself—they would be 
very careful before they took such a step. Having quoted from a long 
article which appeared in the Morning Advertiser of the 13th, in reference 
to the proceedings of the committee of the board, he said there was no jus- 
tification whatever for the statement which had been made that there was 
an attempt to suppress the evidence that had been taken. He should 
move, as an amendment—*“ That as the inquiry into the statement of Mr. 
Furness is by a committee of the whole board, and having hitherto been 
conducted by that committee as well as the whole of the other business of 
the board is transacted, and as it is still in progress, it would be unad- 
visable to take the course proposed in the motion of Mr. Shaw.” 

Mr. Le Breton seconded the amendment. 

Mr. THompson said in the first instance he was one who was in favour of 
the evidence being taken in public, but as it was the pleasure of the board 
to refer the subject to a committee of the whole board, and as that com- 
mittee had not yet made its report, he was compelled to vote against the 
motion of Mr. Shaw, which he considered to be both premature and inexpe- 
dient. When they asked to see the books of Mr. Farness they were told by 
his clerk that they were not in his hands, but in that of the liquidator, and 
if there was anything wrong in them no complaint could fairly be brought 
against the board for taking extracts fromthem. He had no doubt that the 
board would see its way clearly to protect itself, and would present sufficient 
evidence to warrant any conclusion to which it might come. 

Mr. Howes said he was inclined to make the proceedings public, but they 
were told that if they did so they had no power to examine any one upon 
oath, and, therefore, as the inquiry had been going on for five or six weeks 
he did not think the publication of a part of the evidence would be ad-’ 
vantageous, or if the proceedings were to be carried onin public. There- 
fore, he could not vote for the motion of Mr. Shaw. 


Mr. Haut said the board should recollect that what they had got they 
had only got by courtesy, inasmuch as they had no power either to 
send for persons or papers. Let them by all means have the investiga- 
tion in public, if they could get all they wanted, but they had no such 
power, and all they got, as he had said, was by courtesy. If gentlemen 
wished to break confidence with those who gave that evideuce he, for 
one, would be no party to it, as they had no right whatever to publish that 
which had been given to them by courtesy, and especially so when they 
considered that they would have a good opportunity for discussing the whole 
question when the committee brought up their report. 

Mr. TurNER said he hoped the board would adhere to their former reso- 
lution, and not alter their course without very strong reasons for doing so. 
The course they had taken was not for the purpose of suppressing evidence; 
but, on the contrary, for the very purpose of getting evidence, and they 
could only get it in the way they had pursued. They had no power to 
force persons to give their evidence, and those persons who had come for- 
ward would have declined altogether to give evidence before a public board. 
They would have to gointo many delicate questions as to the entries in 
Mr. Furness’s ledger, and they must have further evidence from his sureties 
before they could come to any conclusion upon it. The board had resolved 
on sound grounds to send this matter to a committee, and nothing had 
been shown that those grounds were not equally tenable at the present 
moment. 

Mr. Lece looked upon this motion as an attempt to overawe the decision 
that the board had previously come to. The board had a duty to perform 
to the public and to the gentlemen whose names had been mixed up with 
this matter. The committee had not made their report, and Mr. Shaw 
ought to wait until the committee had done so; and, therefore, he hoped 
Mr. Shaw would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. RicHARpson said he opposed the matter in the first instance, but he 
then thought it would be unwise to alter the decision the board had come f 
to. The object of the inquiry was not because the board charged one or 
two of its members with crimes, but it was done to give the member for Lam- 
beth (Mr. Doulton) an opportunity of relieving himself from the charges 
brought against him. So far as the inquiry had gone, they might say that 
his conduct was what it ought to be, but upon that point he took issue 
against it. 

The CHatrMAN said Mr. Shaw in his motion had carefully avoided going 
into the merits of the case. 

Mr. RicHarpson said it was the duty of the person charged to produce 
evidence to rebut it, and if that ought not to be made public that was his 
business. At the present time, so far as the evidence had been taken, he 
(Mr. Richardson) saw no reason whatever why it should not be made 

ublic. 

. Mr. FREEMAN said what the board undertook for themselves was to see 
if there had been many malpractices, and their officers went in search of | 
books to see if there was any foundation at all for these charges; but they | 
would render themselves ludicrous if, when they had got three parts of the 

way through the inquiry, they threw the whole thing open; and the three 

letters which had been read that morning showed abundantly that they ||: 
would not have obtained the evidence unless they had taken the course | 
they had pursued. Let them obtain all the evidence, and when the com- | 
mittee had brought up their report leave it in the hands of the board to 

pronounce an opinion upon it. | 

Mr. H. L. TAyxor said he was also in favour of getting all the evidence | 
that could be obtained. That evidence was taken down by shorthand 
writers, and when it was authenticated they could come to a conclusion 
upon it. Those on the opposite side thought it wonld be better to have the | 
public present, but had that been so they would not have got all the evi-| 
dence they required, which showed not only the wisdom, but the policy of 
the course they had pursued. He urged that it would be of no use to send | 
the evidence in an incomplete state to the vestries, but when it was com- 
ane then they might consider as to the propriety of sending it to them. 

e hoped that they would be able to come to a satisfactory conclusion upon 
what had already been found to be a very troublesome question. He hoped 
they would wait patiently, and he saw no reason why a different course 
than the original one agreed upon should be pursued. 

Mr. SHaw, in reply, said he was not going to withdraw his motion, and ke 
agreed with Mr, Westerton when he said he saw no reason why this matter 
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should ever have been sent toa committee. He would ask, was ever such 
a subject referred to a committee of the House of Commons? Or would any 
report ever be respected that emanated from a private committee? As to 
the evidence, there was scarcely a word but what bad been before given in 
evidence at the Bankruptcy Court, and as to receiving it by courtesy, they 
had a certain duty to perform, and they had no right to shrink from it. 
With regard to being under the coercion of vestries, he would act inde- 
pendently, and give his opinion, and act as he thought right, against the 
opinion of any vestry whatever. 

The CHAIRMAN put the question, when there appeared—for the amend- 
ment, 25; against it, 7; consequently the amendment, upon being put as an 
original motion, was declared to be carried. 

The rest of the business was then disposed of, and the board adjourned. 


: THE GAS SUPPLY OF DOVER. 

At a Meeting of the Local Board, held on Thursday, Jan. 2, 

The Town-CLeRK read from the Act of Parliament the powers of the 
seertguees respect to testing the quality of the gas supplied to the public 
amps, 

A letter was also read from Messrs, Anderson and Jones (a copy of which 
appears in another column). 


board. 
Alderman Rexs said he could only repeat that the gas which was supplied 
to his house was impure. He made that statement to a member of the gas 


remedy it. During Christmas time no house in the Folkestone Road could 
get a good supply of gas. 

Mr. Parkes moved that the letter lie on the table. 
nothing to do with Messrs, Anderson and Jones in the case; they had only 
to deal with the company. 

Mr. Ayers seconded the motion. 





year for lighting the town was signed, 


| some other means. 


The Mayon said it appeared that the letter was really a challenge to the | 


| than 8 feet per hour because the jets were not large enough, but that was a 
| question for the committee to consider. 


company on Wednesday, and they were so attentive as to send a man to | 


The board had | 


The Mayor said in the soldiers quarters at the barracks the supply was 
very bad. The recorder, too, at the last sessions complained of the bad 
quality of the gas in open court. In fact, it was so bad that one of the 
counsel was obliged to move from the centre of the seat close to one of the 
burners in order to be able to read his brief. 

Mr. Parkes said that, on the previous day at the council meeting, a ques- 
tion affecting the public lamps was mentioned and deferred, He moved the 
appointment of the old Lighting Committee. 

This was seconded and agreed to. 

The Mayor asked the deputy town-clerk to inform him in what position 
the corporation was with the gas company. 

The Deputy Town-CLERK replied that, on Wednesday, a contract for one 


The Mayor: And no fresh stipulation given for better lighting ? 

The Deputy Town-CuERK replied in the negative. 

The Surveyor said that 12 candles only was the standard of the Dover 
Company, and it was below the standard of almost every town in the neigh- 
bourhood, The board must press the company to give them a higher 
standard, and if they refused todo so the public must right themselves by 


The Deputy Town-CLERK said he thought that was one reason why the 
contract was only for one year. 
Alderman Rees said it would be found that they never could get more 


The subject then dropped.— Dover Telegraph. 





Hravy Frves ror INFRINGING A Patent.—John W. Woodhouse, gas- 
stove maker, Parade, Birmingham, has been fined six several sums of £5 and 
costs, for having in as many gas-stoves, which he had sold to the complainant 
at 12s. each, infringed a design of Mr. Henry Kindrick and Mr. Thomas 
Kindrick, of Hockley Hill, and St. Paul’s Square, Birmingham, respectively. 
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CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
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| Plymouth........ 


ton, Redheugh Main, Walker's 
Primrose, West Wear, and Whit- 
Well Primrose. ..eeceesceerere 
went, Edmondsley, Eighton Moor, 
Hartlepool Pelaw, Holmside, 
Lambton’s Gas, Lanchester Pe- 
law, Medomsley, Mickley, New 
Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravensworth, | 
Seaham, South Moor Pelton, South Weymouth ........0e00 
Leverson, Townley Main, Tyne | 
Main, West Pelaw, Wearmouth 
Hutton,and Witton ..ccscesesees 


@euns"*ooavecoee 
coaeancoawc@acocoaso 


} Foreign.—Per Keel:— 
Barcelona ... ccecrccccces £18 
Bordeaux ....+.++ 
Boulogneand Calais 
dridge, West Garesfield, and West | Cadiz 
Pelton..+.++. eeccereccece | Cronstadt seece 
Brancepeth, Dean's Primrose, Lon- | Copenhagen .... 
donderry Gas, New Pelton, Pelton, 
South Peareth, Stella, Urpeth, 
Washington Hutton, and West 
LeVEPSON «6. 0ceceeeeceeeee 
Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel.....++.+ 
Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool),.... 


| Legh WDeceseseees 
| Lisbon......e+- 
j Rotterdam ,...+++ 
Stettin......00+ 
Trieste......00 


occa 


Scotch Cannel :— 

Boghead (at Leith)..«+.essseeceeees 
Muirkirk eeeceseceererers 
Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... 
Capeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto)..... 
Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto). 
Cowdenbeath ° 
Lesmahago (at Glasgow 
Ditto (at Granton)..... 
ArnistO... sescssers 
WeMYeS. cocccrcceccccsces ° 
Hay wood, Wilsontown (at Granton). 
Pirnie, or Methill.....+.sse0e 
Lothian's Cannel (at Leith). 
Myles’ Cannel eceeccescccece 
Lochore Parrot (at Burntisland) .... 


| SUNDRIES. 

| Best Netle.Fire-bks.,p. 1000, £2.10s.to£ 
| Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 
| Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p. 1000... 

} Fire-clay Retorts,p. ft. run, 5s. 6d. to 

| Tough Cake Copper, p. tom .+-seeeee- 

| English Pig Lead, p. tom ....++. 
| Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p. ton.. 

| Foreign Spelter,p.tom .o.e.ceesecves 

| English Block Tin, p.ton........... 96 
| Banca, p. ton....++ 
| Tarred Rope Yarn, p. CWt. ..eceeeeee 


oeeeeee 


ececooocoaco 


Feet ee eee reeeeee 


SPrPOECSCAPABOV®AGAOM 
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De. Hituier’s Report oN THE GAs SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL | pollution of those streams was so great as to call for the interference of the 
ComPaANY To THE VEsTRY oF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MonrTH oF | gentry and inhabitants of the district, who instituted an tek with a view 
Decemser, 1867 :— to enforcing the provisions of the Nuisances Removal Act, 1855, by which any 
gas company allowing gas water or gas washings to flow into any river, stream, 








Yumber | Average Light in| Light in Candle: Traces reservoir, aqueduct, or other place for water, or any drain communicating 

ide * of Candles Soudused t> ". eg of Sulphu- | therewith, shall forfeit for every offence the sum of £200. It has been 
” Observa- | produced by 5 Ft.| Consumption of | , . Oonia,|__ Tetted judicially decided that this Act applies to an involuntary proceeding or 
tions. | of Gas per Hour. |120 Grs, per Hour.) ‘|Hydrogen. | ‘accident as well as to a wilful violation of the provisions of the Act. The 

Dec. Barnsley Gas Company having ascertained and admitted that the offence had 
3. 10 15°6 144 Yes No been committed accidentally by some of their servants, have been met in a 

4 10 15°0 15°0 “e ay liberal spirit by the persons injured by the pollution; and we hear that all 

5 Sulphur | in 100 cubic feet of | gas, 12 grains, st a proceedings to enforce the £200 penalty have been withdrawn on the com- 
6 10 131 144 ” ” pany paying £20 and the costs incurred. By arrangement the above sum has 
10 10 13°6 13°6 ” » een this week paid to the Beckett Dispensary, one of the most useful of the 
4 be = : z Tree ” Barnsley charities. We give publicity to these facts as a warning to all gas 
7 10 13°6 13°6 — ” companies, their officials, and servants, and we cannot too strongly impress 
18 10 14°0 14:0 ee a upon the public also the great and growing necessity for keeping all our 
20 10 14°0 13°6 ra fs public streams as free from pollution as possible.—Shefield Daily Telegraph. 
24 10 14°0 14°7 ” ” A Mercirot Gas Company.—Lawrence Levy, the lessee of the Garrick 
27 10 14°7 14°7 ” ” Theatre, Leman Street, Whitechapel, was charged at the Thames Police Court 
" ad a6°6 14°6 ” ” on Wednesday, the 8th inst., with unlawfully placing in the theatre a gas- 

















— pipe without the consent of the Commercial Gas Company, Ste ner and 
The illuminating power of the gas varied at the various times of my exami- | pleaded guilty. Mr. Thomas Price, clerk to the vestry of Mile-End Old Town, 
nation from 13°6 to 15-0 candles. The mean of all the results was 14-3 | said it was not the object of the respectable company which he represented to 
candles. Sulphur did not amount to the 20 grains which the Act of Parlia- | obtain a penalty, but to show the public that it was illegal to connect 7 pipe 
ment allows. Ammonia was in excess of what the Act prescribes as usual. | with others, as had been done in this instance, without the consent of the gas 
Sulphuretted hydrogen was not detected. company, and that anybody so doing was liable to a penalty of £5, and 40s. 

PoLturion oF Rivers ny Gas WaAsuinGs.—Our readers may not be aware | per day in addition so long as the illegal pipe was in existence. If the gas 
of the great mischief which is occasioned by gas companies allowing the water | company did not enforce the law, and if they did not insist on all persons 
used in the manufacture of gas to flow into streams and rivers, and of the | consuming gas complying with the regulations, inconvenience and danger 
— which the companies render themselves liable to for that offence. | would be the result. The defendant having pleaded guilty, he was content to 

he water thus polluted is not only rendered unfit for use, but is so poisoned | let the matter rest where it was.—Mr. Benson: You do not press for a 
as to injure health and even to destroy life. On the 15th of last November a —_ ?—Mr. Price : I do not, or for costs.—Mr. Levy said a man whom he 
quantity of gas washings was allowed to flow from the Barnsley Gas-Works {| had employed to put up the gas-fittings committed this error.—Mr. Benson 
into the town sewer, and thence into the rivers Dearne and Don, and the | said the gas company had behaved very liberally, and the parties retired. 








——— I 











Advertisements. 


THE LONDON & WESTMINSTER METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 
THE A B c GAS-METER. 
EDGE’S PATENT INDEX. 


MYERS’S PATENT WATER-METER. 
(A CYLINDER & PISTON.) 








The ABC GAS-METER shows in plain figures the money payable for Gas consumed, as well as 


= the number of cubic feet. Se as 
MYERS’S WATER-METER is accurate in measurement, simple in action, and moderate in price. 


Manufacturers of the ordinary Wet and Dry Meters, Governors, Photometers, and all other Gas and Water Apparatus. 
JOHNSON’S PLACE, LUPUS STREET, LONDON, 58.W. 


JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas- 


Works. 
In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 
Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight and Coke Company. 
Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 


has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its completion. 
(Signed) Peter Apams, Chairman. 


He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter ; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 
Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 


He also begs particular attention to his Improved Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, 
the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so 


excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 
RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 


Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas-Works. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices, 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 
Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 

















Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas-Works of any size furnished. 
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IMPROVED GAS-ENGINES. 
KINDER AND KINSEY’S PATENT. 


THE GAS-ENGINE COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Having secured the above Patent, which embodies considerable and important improvements upon the Lenoir Engine, are 
now prepared to execute orders for Engines of one, two, and three horse power made in accordance therewith. 

These Engines are worked with a very small quantity of water. They can be fixed for a nominal sum, and their working 
power will be guaranteed for twelve months. 

The inspection of intending purchasers is solicited at the Company’s Factory, 4, Vine Street, York Road, Lambeth, S., 
and the severest test invited before ordering any Engine. 

PRICES: 
One-Horse Power, £85; Two-Horse Power, £110; Three-Horse Power, £135, 
DELIVERED FREE TO ANY RAILWAY STATION: IN ENGLAND OR SCOTLAND. 


Further particulars on application to the SECRETARY, 92, CANNON STREET, LONDON. 
SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &, 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N® 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and Bold’s Yard, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Anrizan. 


N. DEFRIES, . 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFTIL 


DRY GAS-METER, 
210,000 IN USE. 


WoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. | 
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war TED, by the 2nd of June next, 

two second-hand dry-lime PURIFIERS, 14 ft. 
long, 8 or 9 ft. wide, 34 or 4 ft. deep, with covers and 
sieves complete, in good condition. 

Apply to the Manacer, Gas-Works, Ayr, N.B., 
stating price put into railway trucks, before the 3rd 
proximo, 

Ayr Gas-Works, Jan. 15, 1868. 


ANTED, a situation as Tinsmith 
and Gas-Meter Maker. A Gas-Work preferred 
where he could take indices, and make himself gene- 
rally useful. 
. Address A. P., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Srreer, E.C. 


Ww4n TED, by the Advertiser, a situa- 

tion as MANAGER to a Gas Company. Has 
had twelve years practical experience in gas-making, 
main and service laying, and gas-fitting. Can read 
meter indices, fix and re the same, &c. Age 28 
years. Best of references can be given. 

Address B. D., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fixer Srreert, E.C. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a situa- 

tion as Working Manager or Foreman, who 

has had 15 years practical experience in the manufac- 

ture and distribution of gas, and can set clay or iron 

retorts, read meter indices, and do all necessary re- 

pairs for a Gas-Work. Satisfactory reference can be 
given as to character and ability. 

—" A. Z., 5, Cambridge Road, Walthamstow, 

SSEX, 


ANTED, by a Gas Company, where 

the annual make of gas is about 4,000,000 cubic 

feet, a Secretary, Manager, and Collector, who tho- 

roughly understands the management of a Gas-Work 
and meters, and can keep accounts. 

Security to the extent of £500 required. Salary £80 
per annum. 

Applications, by letter, addressed ‘‘ To the CHAIRMAN 
of the Directors of the Chepstow Gas-Works, Bank 
Buildings, Cuerstow,” to be sent before the 25th of 
January, 1868, 

















wax TED, a re-engagement as 
WORKING MANAGER of a Gas-Work. 
Perfectly understands the making and distribution of 
gas, retort-setting, main and service laying, and the 
alteration of any part of gas apparatus, the taking of 
meter indices, and all the general duties required in a 
Gas-Work. Good references. 

Address W. 8., 6, Town Rd., Edmonton, Mippiesex. 


ANTED, by a Gentleman, a 
Situation as Secretary or General Manager of a 
provincial Gas Company, having had many years ex- 
perience in one of the largest provincial Gas Companies 
in the kingdom, 
Satisfactory testi ials can be obtained on reference 
to N. E. J., United General Gas Company, 3, Jeffrey’s 
Square, St, Mary Axe, Lonpon. 











O GAS COMPANIES, 


T 
WV Anrep, by the Advertiser, a 
Situation as MANAGER to a Gas Company. 
The Advertiser is a mechanic, and has had large ex- 
perience in all the branches of his profession. Can keep 
accounts by double entry, and collect if required. No 
objection to go abroad. Testimonials, references, and 
security can be produced of a satisfactory nature, 
Address J. K., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Street, E.C. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, &c. 
Gentleman, who has had 15 years 


experience as a manager of Gas-Works, is desi- 
rous of an ENGAGEMENT, where the make is from 
20 to 40 millions per annum. Practical fitter and 
good t Testi ials from past and present 
employers. 
Address G. Z., care of Messrs. Marlborough and Co., 
4, Ave Maria Lane, Lonpon. 


THE Advertiser, who has had con- 
siderable experience in the construction of Gas 
and Water Works, is desirous of an ENGAGEMENT 
to superintend the construction or take the manage- 
ment of works at home or abroad. Is fully competent 
to prepare drawings and specifications, and to keep 
books and accounts. 

Address A. B., care of Mr. Reynolds, 6, Stanley Road, 
Hackyxy, N.E. 








OR SALE.—Four second-hand Puri- 
FIERS, 8 ft. by 6 ft. in the clear, with covers and 
screens complete, and with 9-in. connexions. The 
purifiers are at present connected by an_ hydraulic 
centre-valve, and are placed on iron girders and 
columns, with a basement underneath, They may be 
rewoved from their present position in a month. If 
preferred, a new central patent valve may be placed 
with them, in lieu of the one now in use. 
There are travelling cranes for raising and shifting 
the covers, and the whole will be put into good order. 
Apply to E. Cocker anp Sons, Frome. 


[HE Broughton Coal Company, near 
» Wrexham, have about 1000 tons of CANNEL 
COAL to dispose of. 

Apply at the Broventon CoLLigrigs, near WREx- 
HAM. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS & FITTERS. 
EVERY description of Gas Lanterns 
and Reflector Limps for Shop Windows kept in 
stcck. W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, 
lonpon, W. 





0 be Disposed of.—A cast-iron Tank, 
42 ft. diameter by 20 ft. deep; a Condenser, con- 
sisting of 24 8-in. pipes, bends, tank, and 3 8-in. rack- 
valves; and a set of 4 Purifiers, 6 x 6, fitted with 
Anderson’s patent valves. 
For particulars apply to E. Gopparp, Engineer to 
the Ipswich Gaslight Company. 


HALIFAX CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 


TO MASONS A CONTRACTORS. 


HE Gas-Works Committee are 

ready to receive TENDERS for the construction 

of a GASHOLDER-TANK at Whitegate, in the town 

of Halifax, and works connected therewith. The dia- 

meter of the tank will be 142 ft. 6 in., and the depth 
30 ft. 6 in. internal measurement. 

The drawings and specifications may be seen, and 
forms of tender, with bills of quantities, obtained on 
payment of 10s. 6d., on application at the ‘Town-Clerk’s 
Office, Town Hall, Halifax, on and after the 22nd day 
of January inst.; and sealed tenders must be sent to 
me on or before the 7th of February next, endorsed 
“ Tender for Gasholder-Tank.” 

‘he Gas Committee do not pledge themselves to 
accept the lowest or any other tender. 

By order, 
J. E, Norris, Town-Clerk. 
Town Hall, Halifax, Jan. 17, 1868. 





PROPOSED GAS-WORKS 


FOR THE 


CITY OF BUCHAREST, 


ROUMANTIA. 





TENDERS are requested to be sent in to the Muni- 
cipality, at the Town-hall, in the city of Bucharest, not 
later than the 14th of March, 1868, to comprise the 
following works and conditions :— 

_1. The construction, on a site of ground to be pro- 
vided by the town, of the necessary Gas-Works, plant, 
and equipments for a sufficient supply of gas for the 
city of Bucharest, including the works, materials, and 
details for laying down 100,000 lineal métres of gas 
mains or pipes of various diameters. 

2. The works to be completed within the following 
periods—viz., 65,000 lineal métres of gas mains or pipes, 
with the gas-works and plant, to be completed within 
18 months after signing the contract. The remaining 
35,000 lineal métres to be completed within five years 
after the same period. 

3. The Contractor or Concessionaire will also be re- 
required to execute whenever called upon during the 
first five years by the town authorities, and at their 
expense, any further extent of gas-mains beyond what 
is mentioned in Article 1; but the limit of such sup- 

1 tary works may be stated in the tender. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 
CHANDELIERS ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 


AND 
GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 






g CRYSTAL 
® CHANDELIER. 
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Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
D STEAM COALS. 


AN 
ILLIAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

References can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WILLIAM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s, 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s, 6d. per ton. 








' 4. The Municipality of Bucharest will require 4000 
public lights for the streets of the town during the first 
five years. The standards, brackets, lanterns, and | 
other details for such public lamps to be furnished at 
the expense of the contractor. 

5. The tenders must set forth the prices per cubic ! 
métre to be charged for the gas to be supplied both to | 
the Municipality and to private consumers, also the | 
conditions of the supplementary gas-mains above men- | 
tioned, and the area of land required for the construc- 
tion of the works. The tenders to be sealed and! 
accompanied by a deposit of 50,000f. cash, or of pro- 
perty securities to double this amount. | 

6. The concession for the supply of gas to be for 40 
years, at the expiration of which term the whole of the 
Gas-Works, mains, and other works to become the 
property of the town, with or without compensation to 
the Contractor, as may be set forth in the tender. 

For further particulars, and for a copy of the speci-| 
fication or conditions of the ion, application may | 
be made at the Town-hall, Bucharest. Copies of the | 
conditions may also be obtained after the 30th of 
December, at the Librairie du Luxembourg, 16, Rue 
Tournon, Paris. 








For the Mayor, C. Lapaty. 
The Sec.-Gen., T. J. FoKsuENEANO. 
Bucharest, Dec., 1867. 





TO COAL TAR DISTILLERS. 


(HE Directors of the Ipswich Gas- 


light Company are prepared to receive TEN- 
DERS for the surplus TAR produced at their works 
for the ensuing twelve months; the quantity being 
from 80,000 to 90,000 galions. 
E. Gopparp, Sec. to the Company. 


JOSEPH RATCLIFF & SONS, 
BRASS & IRON FOUNDERS, 


Manufacturers of 
BRASS GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, &c., 
In various styles; also of 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT -IRON TUBES 
AND FITTINGS, 
Catalogues and prices on application at the 
Works anp Snow-Rooms, 
NEW CHURCH STREET, SUMMER LANE, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


THE 
BRITISH IRON TUBE COMPANY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
For Gas, Steam, and Water; 
SCREWING TACKLE, CORE BARs, 
Hydraulic and other Tubes and Coils, to order. 











Works, Warenouse, & Orrices: 
28, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
AGENTs In Lonpon: | 
D. W. OGG anv CO., 3, JEFFREY’S SQUARE, 
8T. MARY AXE. 


W. OGG and CO. have lately 
@ engaged torepresent one of the largest shippers 
of Scotch Cannels at prices that cannot fail to command 
the attention of Gas Companies at a period like the 
present, when quality of gas seems so desirable, . 
Offices, 3, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary Axe, Lonpon. 








WOLVERHAMPTON 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. | | 


RETORT WORKS. 
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INVERKEITHING FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 





WILLIAM 


Having recently greatly enlarged these Works, can undertake 
CONTRACTS AT LOW PRICES TO ANY EXTENT. 


FIRE- CLAY RETORTS WERE FIRST MADE AT HIS WORKS, 


And to this Department great attention is paid. 


He invites attention to the following certificates. 


FRASER, 


Wherever used they have given satisfaction. 





TESTIMONIALS BY SOME OF 


I.— The late F. Lxon, Esq., Manager and Engincer of the Edinburgh and 
Leith Gas- Works. 

Edinburgh and Leith Gaslight Company, Edinburgh, March 13, 1855. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to yours of the 10th inst., I have to state that we have used | 

Fire-Clay Retorts, made at the Inverkeithing Works, for twenty-five years. For 

upwards of ten years, I may say, we used them exclusively, and found them give 

satisfaction. For the last fifteen years we have been getting a part of our clay 

retorts from other makers. We find yours to stand better than some, and equal to 
any we have yet tried.—I am, &c., FRAS, LYON. 

Wm. Fraser, Esq., Inverkeithing. 


IL—Joun Rem, Esq., Engineer and Manager of the Edinburgh and Leith 
Gaslight Company. 
Leith, Jan, 29, 1867. 
Dear Sir,—In compliance with your request, I hereby certify that I have employed 
Fire-Clay Retorts of your manufacture, both here and elsewhere, for upwards of 
twenty-four years, with much satisfaction. I find them capable of sustaining the 
highest working temperature, under which they last as well as any I have seen 
used. They are possessed of a special quality, by which the carbon which accu- 
mulates inside is very easily removable, without injury to the Retort itself; and the 
style of workmanship and finish is all that can be desired. I have no objection to 
your making use of this testimony, so far as you may think it useful in promoting 
your business elsewhere,—I am, &c., JOHN REID, Engineer and Manager. 
m. Fraser, Esq., Inverkeithing. 


Ill.—J. Z. Kay, Esq., Founder and Engineer, Glasgow. 
Phenix Iron- Works, Glasgow, Oct. 30, 1867. 

When I was manager and engineer of the two Gas-Works in Dundee, I used 
extensively Fire-Clay Retorts manufactured by Mr. Fraser, Inverkeithing. The 
were also generally used in other works where I acted as consulting engineer. 
have pleasure in stating that I consider Mr. Fraser’s Retorts to be of a very superior 
quality, and are not surpassed by any of which I had experience. I have often had 
occasion to visit his works, and observed that special attention was paid to the 
manufacture of Retorts, which have been made there, with manifest success, for 
upwards of forty years. Gaslight Companies may order these Retorts with every | 
confidence that they will give satisfaction. J. Z KAY, 


IV.— The Late Mr. Dow, Manager, Stirling Gaslight Company. 
Stirling Gaslight Company's Office, Jan. 29, 1855. 

Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying to the excellence of the Fire-Clay 
Retorts made at the Inverkeithing Brick-Works. 

I have used them constantly in the Stirling Gas-Works for upwards of eighteen 
years. They last with me not less than four years. Some of them are now going 
the s1xTH YEAR, and give uniform satisfaction, 

From their greater durability, I prefer them to all other retorts I have tried, made | 
by other celebrated makers. 

I use those of the circular form, 14 inches diameter and nearly 4 inches thick, 
9 feet long, and made in two pieces. Some approve of thinner retorts, and in one 
piece, but I find that kind suits me best, and order them so secordingly. 

‘ I hove bh fid ret Fy . er gs Pay Inverkeithing Retorts and other 
re-clay articles manufactured there.—I am, &c., , 
Win. Fraser, Esq., Inverkeithing. JOHN DOW, Manager. 





V.—Messrs. R, Tutus & Co., Auchmuty and Rothes Paper-Miills. 


Auchmuty and Rothes Paper-Mills, Jan, 29, 1866. 
We have used Fire-Clay Retorts, got trom Inverkeithing, in our Gas- Works for 
the period of twenty years; and having found them to be of a quality uniformly 
good, we can confidently recommend them to others, believing them to be the best | 
in the market. R. TULLIS & CO. | 








VI.—Joun Ropertson, Esq., Manager, Kinross and Milnathort 
Gas- Works. 
Kinross and Milnathort Gas- Works, Jan, 29, 1867. 

I feel happy at having the privilege to adhibit my name to the certificate in favour 
of your articles. In regard to the Retorts and other materials manufactured at 
your works, I can bear ample testimony to their superiority, as I have had the prac- | 
tical experience of working them for the last twenty-seven years. 

Mr. Fraser, Inverkeithing. JOHN ROBERTSON, Manager. 


VII.—GrorceE AITKEN, Esq., late Manager of Dalkeith Gas- Works, 
Dalkeith Gas- Works, Aug. 15, 1848. 

I intend to be over in the courze of a few days to order some more Retorts. You 
will, perhaps, be surprised to learn that some I got formerly have gone four years, 
and are still in good condition. They might go longer, with some repair, but I 
think it better not to risk them. ob 

Mr. Fraser, Inverkeithing. GEORGE AITKEN. 





VITI.—A. M‘Puerson, Esg., Manager, Perth New Gas- Works, 


Your Retorts in one piece give entire satisfaction. 


Mr. Fraser, Inverkeithing. A. M‘PHERSON, Manager. 


IX.—Wn. M‘Kenzix, Esg., formerly of Cupar, now of Dunfermline. 
‘ Gas-Works, Dunfermline, Oct. 31, 1867. 
Retorts and other materials made at Inverkeithing Fire-Clay Works have been | 
used almost exclusively at these works since their establishment, nearly forty years 
ago. “ own experience of them, here and at Cupar-Fife, extends over fourteen 
years. These Retorts have invariably given me great satisfaction. They last well, | 
and are quite equal if not superior in every respect to any others which I haveused. | 
WM. M‘KENZIP, Manager. 


WM. FRASER’S CUSTOMERS. 


X.—WituiaM Histor, Esg., Manager of Falkirk Joint-Stock Gas- Works. 


Joint-Stock Gas- Works, Falkirk, March 22, 1854. 
The Retorts which we got from you in November, ’52, have been cooled down 
three times, and are still almost as good as that day they were put on, 
WILLIAM HISLOP. 


XI.—Roxnert Dove.As, Esq., Manager of Gas- Works, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne Gas- Works, Nov. 12, 1867. 

Fire-Clay Retorts and other materials manufactured by Mr, Fraser, Inverkeithing, 
were yery largely used at the Bankside and Vauxhall Stations of the Phenix Gas- 
light oneeny or ten years, when I was superintendent at thete. stations. I used 
them previously, when manager of Cupar Gas-Works, Scotland. My experience of 
them extends to nearly thirty years. His manufactures are of so superior a quality 
that I can confidently recommend them. It appears to me his fire-clay is peculiarly 
suitable for making Retorts, and that he has benefited by his lengthened experience, 
In Scotland, Inverkeithing Retorts have, during forty years, wf jaintained a) 
high reputation, and are principally used on the east and centre it kingdom. | 
They have been introduced into various works, both in England and Scotland, | 
where I was consulted, and always gave satisfaction, RO. DOUGLAS. 








| 





XII.—D. Hunter, Esq., Superintendent, Phanix.Gas- Works, Greenwich. | 
Greenwich Gas- Works, Jan, 31, 1855. 
I used the Inverkeithing Fire-Clay Retorts at a work in Scotland, of which I was! 
manager for several years, and can recommend them as — in durability to any I 
have yet tried. DAVID HUNTER, Superintendent, | 


XUI.—J. Doveras, Esq., Superintendent and Secretary, Portsea Island | 
Gaslight Company. | 
Gas- Works, Portsea, Nov. 12, 1867. | 
I have pleasure in stating that Mr. Fraser’s Retorts have been used three years on! 
these works ; that I have also had experience of them in other places; that I find} 
them carefully made and well burned ; that, from the nature of the material and: 
the manufacture, they are durable and easily heated; and that, while I :ank thein 
equal to any, I consider them superior to most that I have tried, 
J. DOUGLAS, Superintendent and Secretary, 
Portsea Island Gaslight Co, 


. * * r | 

XIV.— Certificate by Managers and | ata of various Gas-Works, | 
in 1855, 

Retorts and other materials manufactured at Inverkeithing Fire-Clay onl 

have been used in our Gas-Works for the period annexed to our names, and have | 

iven every satisfaction. We can confidently recommend them, We believe there 

Retorts are not surpassed by those manufactured at any other works. They gene-| 

rally last two, but sometimes three years, | 



























! 
Number of | 
Managers Names. Gas-Works. Y 
ears used, 
DAVID TAYLOR ....... i ieead (lI ccumions 
WILLIAM GALLOWAY . REESE ae 
ALEXANDER M‘EWAN. -.Auchterarder,......... . ws 
D. KINNIMOND ........ ooeeee-. Auchtermuchty,........ 10 
eee lo 
J. ROSS MACVICAR, Secretary ...Bridge of Allan......... ll 
Be WR is ctnns 5500 deepen oe Eee oc | 
J. G. SHEPHERD, Parish Clerk... Blairgowrie ............ 10 | 
JOHN ANDERSON ............... i ee 10 
JAMES BARCLAY....... aS = = se bacante 10 
GEORGE MYERs.......... Broughty Ferry ........ 5 
JOHN R. GARVIE Burntisland............ 9 
WM. MACKENZIE ........... = — SS weeey segees ll | 
Be IS osa0 ic cvensencecste Coupar-Angus.......... 8 | 
GEORGE BOYD ........ iconioneee Crietf | 
TERRE WAR Miicsscccccccacecees Deanston . } 
ROBERT CORTEEN ...........00. Douglas, Isle of Man .. 
ABR. MALCOLM ......... oS SS Dumfries . i 
GEORGE GORDON........ vesede Errol 
WM. GALLOWAY ..,.... .-Eyemouth, oae 
ALEX. NIMMO, Secretary Falkirk es 
JO. SMITH, Secretary.... .-Falkirk Joint-Stock... ... 6 
ANGUS M‘PHERSON ............. ies esx cknaees » 6 
JAMES WHITE .......... $ereseue Ferry-Port-on-Craig.... 7 
ROBT. RODGER, Treacurer....... Sa aie, bee 10 
EMANUEL & SON.............00 Hambro Gaslight Assoc. 
po Pere: on LOE PEE: 
THOS. MELDRUM........... +--+. Kennoway 
JAS. TOD, Secretary..... bewedeboed a 
WM. NORRIE ........ godcdecécese Kincardine 
J. ROBERTSON....... 06000 sscccce bares nes 
a i iQ Kirkealdy...... 
JOHN CUTHBERT? ...... sbenesnee Kirriemuir 
BOBT. CARLOW .. ccccccccoccccves Linlithgow 
PAL Ge ea ee Leslie..... 
THOS. CARMICHAEL .,. ies. dosceces< 
SE EE vocccccccsccoeses PhS ca5sGsrenseine 
ROBERT REDDIE..,..... Markinch ...... 
CO GE cestecccces Montrose 
ALEX. CRAIGHEAD Newburgh 
Bee MUM cccccscccse - See 
BD, We Wee Me vececcccvccecs Prinlaws Mills 
THOS. WHIMSTER,......... — eer ae 
Bt Matha sc cetncscesstsieuns Perth New Gas Compy.. 8 
Boe, SPEED, occoncsccdseccvese DO the cescctedesce 9 
DAVID LISTER .......... coccee Otvathmigio ......... oon 9 
JOHN DOW ........ Satudos be Stirling 23 | 
J. MADFARLANE. ..........0.+-00 7 | 
a Bere 9 
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WALKERS 
IMPROVED PURIFIERS AND SURFACED CENTRE - VALVES. 


! } y 
if 


















Cc. & W. WALKER 


Are constructing these Purifiers with their simple straight con- 
nexions of all dimensions, from 30 feet square down to 4 feet 
square, the patterns of which are in constant use in their| 
foundry. | 








When the Purifiers are fixed in square the covers are lifted and travelled by the centre crane shown. When fixed in line, 
by a travelling crane on trellis girders. 

Their Centre-Valves with their patented improvements have this very great advantage over all other Centre-Valves—they are 
entirely shut in and protected by the casing, all danger of explosions or the passage of foul gas being completely abolished. ‘The | 
working of the Valve is so easy, and is so governed that it can be safely worked in the dark. Directly the Valve ha, 
turned the required distance its motion is instantaneously stopped. ‘The largest Centre-Valves in England which have been | 
made by Messrs. Walker can be easily turned by one man with one hand. Sce Clegg’s “‘ Treatise on Coal Gas,” pages 206-7. | 


MIDLAND WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. | 


THE ONLY COMPLETE 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. 








Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted’ 
together with screws. 





Drawings explanatory of the above on application. 


_ SOLE MANUFACTURERS: 
FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 


Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


McDOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


















































Jan. 21, 1868.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 








D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 

EDINBURGH. 
WAzzis and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C 
AMBLECOTE Fink CLAY AND BRick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 

Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Hsq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. &e. 

SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 

NEAR 


BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anv 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8S.E., 


Derét for STOURBRIDGE anno NEWCA8TLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


WOOD SIEVES for GAS PURIFIERS. 


THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 
CAN BE PURCHASED FROM 
T. COULTHARD, WEST STRAND, PRESTON, 
LANCASHIRE. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 




















Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-Burners, Comss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MAIns. 

WASHERS for Gas and StraM JoInTs. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzEAM-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Elastic) for STEAM-ENGINES, 


FLANGE TUBING, for excluding (> 
‘e 
Se 


Draughts and Dust through 
Winpows, Doors, and GLass 
Caszs, 
ction. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application, 
JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS, 
WORKS: 


14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 











The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

_All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 





Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862, _ 
oe) Tue ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpED 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
WarzEHOUSE—81, UPPER GROUND 8T., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 
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W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
81, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 58.E. 


Sockrt, Fiance, Hot-WaTER PIPgs, AND ALL 
CoNNEXIONS; RetTortTs, HYDRAULIC MAIN, LAMP- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGnt-Inon-WoRK For GAS AND 
WatTeRr-Works, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
Pp tually attended to the same day. 











REDUCED PRICES OF 


LAMBERT 







WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
2, 23, and 3in.... 128. per in. 
4in, toGin.,.... 
Tin, tol2in.,... 10s. ,, 
These Valves are all proved on 


inch before leaving the works. 
Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 
Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws. 


MANUFACTURERS, 


WALSALL. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 





Established 1840. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


GAS & WATER PIPES, 
GIRDERS, COLUMNS, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS, 


quoted for on application to 
GEO. BOWER, 
MILTON IRON-WORKS, 
WEST HARTLEPOOL. 


N.B.—A large stock of 2 to 8in. pipes usually ready for 
immediate delivery. 














D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PH@NIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 

AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


BEST & HOLDEN’S 


PATENT APPARATUS 
FOR 
CHARGING & DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


AND FOR 


CLOSING tue MOUTHS or RETORTS 
WITHOUT CEMENT. 











The above is one of the most important inventions 
in connexion with gas manufacture which has been 
introduced for many years, and merits the immediate 
attention of all Gas Companies. The Machine is 
simple in its construction, easily worked, and not 
likely to get out of order, while the saving in time and 
labour is very considerable. It has been applied at the 
Chartered Gas-Works, Westminster, with complete 
success, and has been viewed in operation by some of 
the most eminent gas engineers, both in London and 
from the provinces, their unanimous opinion being 
that the arrangement of the apparatus was perfectly 
new, and must eventually be adopted by all Gas Com- 
panies. 

The Patentees are now in a position to treat for the 
use of their Apparatus, 

For further information apply to 


JNO, CHISHOLM & CO., 
44, MARK LANE, E.C. 








JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES Horstey, Agent. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-lIron Tube Makers. 


Bristrey IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DU 








- HAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas- Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Seuthwark. 
P — in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
tree 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


"['HESE Retorts have been introduced 
at a large number of Gas-Works. The great 
durability of the Ribbed Iron Retort specially recom- 
mends it for works where an exhauster is not used. 
The Clay Ovens and Retorts are so constructed as to 
favour the more speedy and effectual carbonization of 
the Coal, whilst the deposition of Carbon does not so 
readily take place as in the ordinary Retorts. 

Illustrated circulars with prices delivered will be 
furnished on application to ALex. C, Fraser, Gas- 
Works, CoLcnEsTer. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the im 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Glay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of on, 
and other Cities, to the very — or quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addreessed to J. Suea and Co., 
GueEnt, will receive immediate attention. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


MM: W. H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ay 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or pr Jed with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries, 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouURNAL OF 
Gas LicutTine, &c.] 


Me. G, W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.8., 


(for the last 10 a9 Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of maggie y and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 
Orrice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK IRON Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and ag t of Gas 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also factures Gashold Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


APDrISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTH WARE, LONDON, S.E. 














KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HAD 07 on MOUTA PIECE 





KING BROTHERS beg es: postal to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
Ceone GRACES h ve hy poe a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 


T IM FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SM JOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them legs liable to carbonize. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al} Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridce.’ 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FTRE-RRICE AND RETORT WORKS, 


————S 


= FIRE CLAY YRETORTS Leeds. 











W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the ania of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PIRE-CLAY 


ttention to their RETORTS, which have for fon A seasons proved to be uusurpassed In quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
AG My e abt ihe ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
Arne | Works are of such magnitude ag to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUOAL QUALITY. 
‘A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at GHRISTIE & CO.- 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, c., may be obtained. 
N. B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


OONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY, 








For information, &c., apply to 
W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


E J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PRopRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
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WILLIAM SUGG, £5 


GAS ENGINEER. 









> —S 






Qu 7 ESE: 
CLASSES 13 and 31. 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 
LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


The Catalogue and Lists of Prices for all the New Instruments and Apparatus of his Manufacture are now ready, 
and may be had on application, per post or otherwise, at 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &ce., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CO., 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Prians, Specirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS ; 
Pians, Specirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Prians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 

















LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,.* Please address letters to the London Offices. 





sa 


CLIFFS PATENT 
_| EWAMELLED_GLAY__RETOR 





THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 


GAS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


BY THE USE OF 


JOHN RUSSELL & CO’S TUBES & FITTINGS. 


Gas Explosions are of frequent occurrence, but we do not hear of them unless death has resulted. As in the case at 
Clerkenwell lately, gas explosions may generally be traced to the use of Tubes of defective workmanship and inferior iron. 
Adopt the Tubes and Fittings of John Russell and Co., which are all of the best quality. 


JOHN RUSSELL & CO. 


ARE THE 


INVENTORS OF THE LAP-WELDED TUBE FOR LOCOMOTIVE & MARINE BOILERS, 
AND THE OLDEST MANUFACTURERS OF TUBES FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER. 


WAREHOUSES: 
69, Upper Thames Street, E.C.; Commercial Street, N.E.; & Charles Street, Soho Square, London; 
Also at 35, 36, 37, and 39, Granby Row, Manchester. 
MANUFACTORIES: 
The Old Tube Works, Wednesbury, and the Alma Works, Walsall Staffordshire, 


Address to 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


~ 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


' A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Dinscror. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuzriye ENGINgER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“@O00D CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
of obtaining greater accurac’ ‘n all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, “‘ By which the construction 








ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET METERS, 
COMPENSATING WET METERS, 


IMPROVED DRY METERS 


of the very highest excellence. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATOR S. 


TESTING APPARATUS 
of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 





55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., and COPENHAGEN. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON; 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 
CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 
IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam ; 
GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 


being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 

GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 

















of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


KEELING’S PATENT STATION-GOVERNOR REGULATOR, i 
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STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. | 








Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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